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AUTHOR’S NOTE

On January 1st, 2012, God began talking to me about His calendar.   
”If you want to be victorious in the season ahead, time needs to be 
on your side.  You need to be in My timing.  Study My calendar 
and follow My time.”

Weeks later, as I was prompted to read Exodus, God began revealing 
to me that He created a calendar that He instructed His people to 
follow, which included the Sabbaths, Feasts, and Firstfruits.

After discovering that these were “everlasting” divine appointments 
(Leviticus 23, Exodus 23), and that their purpose was to establish 
a pattern of how God would redeem creation, it became evident to 
me that God never intended for these dates to be forgotten in the 
Church Age.  These were set times God established to honor Him 
for ALL generations so we could understand the rhythm of His 
seasons and their purpose both individually and corporately.

“These are the feasts of the Lord, holy convocations (dress 
rehearsals), which you shall proclaim at their appointed times” 
(Leviticus. 23:4).

“...it is a statute forever throughout your generations in all your 
dwellings” (Leviticus 23:14b).

God then led me to read about King Hezekiah in 2 Chronicles 
29.  Hezekiah too had a “suddenly” moment when he discovered 
that they had not been honoring the Lord’s blueprint laid out in 
His law.  Hezekiah reinstated Passover and set forth the Feasts, 
the Firstfruits, and Sabbaths as a part of their foundation again.  
He cleared out the cultures, things, and traditions that had come 
into the house of the Lord that were not from God and removed 
them.  He followed the Law, sanctified the house, and through his 
obedience, the Lord healed the people (2 Chronicles 30:20).

Today, the Church is being challenged, as King Hezekiah was, 
to examine the Word, repent for ways they have adopted that 
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are outside of God’s truth, and change their ways to mimic His 
blueprint (Isaiah 58:12; 61:4).  Like Hezekiah, the Church will 
also experience healing and blessings as she does so.  As the body 
of believers continues to follow His lead, we will be a people who 
exemplify truth and not hypocrisy; which will make way for God’s 
people to be prepared, unified, and “on time” for the things ahead. 
God’s “appointed times” will be a significant key to shifting us 
into His great foundation.

It is my belief that once Christians, from all denominations, really 
understand the value of the Feasts Blueprint, identify with its 
sovereign purpose, and adopt it into their hearts and culture, it will 
bring much needed healing to the Church at large and will be a 
key to restore the authority she needs to establish the Kingdom of 
God on the earth.

“Moreover, I also gave them My Sabbaths, to be a sign between 
them and Me, that they might know that I am the Lord who 
sanctifies them” (Ezekiel 20:12).

The challenge for all who read this book is to allow the Lord to 
clarify His “law” as one that is not negative or void, which our 
Christian culture has adopted. Unfortunately, this ideal has kept us 
from understanding the blueprint and the heart of God establishing 
His law.

“The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: The testimony 
of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple” (Psalm 19:7).

Instead, open your hearts to examine the Old Testament Law as a 
helpful blueprint that has been written long ago to help lead the 
Church into a corporate, national unified people who are called to 
establish heaven here on the earth, as well as to bear witness of the 
promised Redeemer.

“For assuredly I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, 
one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is 
fulfilled” (Matthew 5:18).
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PRACTICAL APPLICATION

“Royal Feasts” outlines the pattern and purpose, or in other words, 
the “blueprint” of the seven Feasts in the Hebrew Covenant 
Calendar and allows us to see their relevance for believers today.  
It is helpful to read through the book, and then re-read about each 
Feast as they are being celebrated each year.    

Celebrating the Feasts with other Christians who are interested 
in honoring them is rewarding and life-giving.  I can guarantee 
that God is not necessarily concerned with how you celebrate 
the Feasts, but rather your willingness to honor His “divine 
appointments.”  The key is not to get “religious” about it or try to 
create a “tradition” of sorts, but rather, set your heart to meet His.

When I first started sending out invitations to others to join me 
in celebrating these Feasts, I had little understanding of their 
relevance.  But each year, I gained greater understanding.  There 
hasn’t been a Feast I’ve celebrated that looked the same, nor turned 
out how I thought.  But through each one, I can definitely say that 
there was one thing that was consistent, and that was experiencing 
God’s presence mightily.

I hope you enjoy celebrating the Feasts as much as I have!  

May God richly bless you!

Stacey Mueller
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COVID-19 and the FEASTS

In September of 2011, God spoke to my heart that one of His 
keys to the breakthrough and resetting of His Ecclesia in the earth 
would be when the Church awakened to the Feasts of the LORD.  
I didn’t really understand this at the time, until a few months later.

“The roads to Zion mourn because no one comes to the set feasts.   
All her gates are desolate; Her priests sigh, Her virgins are 
afflicted, and she is in bitterness” (Lamentations 1:4).

“…The LORD has caused the appointed feasts and Sabbaths to be 
forgotten in Zion” (Lamentations 2:6).

In January of 2012, after spending time seeking the LORD about 
these Feasts, the clarity came to me how these appointed dates can 
“reset” and unify the Body of Christ in God’s timing and purpose 
in the earth. 

It has been exciting to watch the Holy Spirit begin moving on the 
hearts of Christians to learn about the Feasts these past eight years. 
But when COVID-19 hit in March of 2020, suddenly it seemed 
as though an “awakening” hit the Body of Christ to join together 
during the Feasts in unity of heart.

COVID-19 locked down all the states to some degree, and 
Americans found themselves home bound and having to adjust to 
life differently because of the “plague.”  The first question on my 
mind was, “What is God doing in the earth today?”  After having 
studied the “pattern” of God’s covenant promises through biblical 
history, I knew “darkness” always precedes God’s redemptive 
intervention, and “darkness” seems to be upon the nations this 
year.

8



“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, by the way of the 
sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the people who sat 
in DARKNESS have seen a great LIGHT, and upon those who sat 
in the region and shadow of death LIGHT has dawned” (Matthew 
4:15,16).

During the inception of the COVID-19 outbreak, I kept hearing 
the Holy Spirit whisper, “Look for the blessings in the midst of 
the darkness.”  With that eyesight, I kept my eyes open and my 
heart expectant of the good coming out of this seemingly horrible 
ordeal.  I felt “pressed” to shift as He led, navigating through some 
turbulent waters, and truly amazed at the blessings I discovered 
hidden in the chaos.  

The COVID-19 global crisis created a “purposed pause” to do 
research while quarantined at home. Many discovered a hidden 
evil agenda attached to this virus, which is alarming to say the 
least. I believe a great awakening (eyes opened) will come from 
this crisis, and the “Mystery of Babylon” will no longer be a 
mystery.  The world however is being shaken and changed as a 
result of all that has transpired in 2020, and the LORD’s eyes and 
heart are on His Church first and foremost.

We have been chosen to live during a historical transition that will 
lead us into a time when the “saints of the Highest” will come out 
from underneath the oppression of the enemy:

“I was watching, and the same horn was making war against the 
saints, and prevailing against them, UNTIL the Ancient of Days 
came, and a judgment was made in favor of the saints of the Most 
High, and the time came for the saints to possess the kingdom” 
(Daniel 7:21).

Ironically, COVID-19 was a catalyst that joined the Body of Christ 
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globally together for prayer (thanks to social media) that coincided 
with the Feasts.  God has used the “lockdown” to slow us down, 
give us opportunity to gather intel, shift how we do “church,” and 
teach us how to discern truth over false narratives of the hour. It’s 
time for the Church to mature and turn toward a corporate UNION 
with the LORD; His ways, His truth and His Feasts are included 
in this process that cannot be negated any longer IF we are to arise 
as a light in the darkness of this hour.  

I am sure that many Christians today who have been drawn to 
participate in celebrating these Feasts in 2020 don’t really 
understand their significance, but the promise God declared for 
honoring them is so meaningful today:

“Three times in the year all your males shall appear before the 
Lord God……Behold, I send an Angel before you to keep you in 
the way and to bring you into the place which I have prepared…..
But if you indeed obey His voice and do all that I speak, then 
I will be an enemy to your enemies, and an adversary to your 
adversaries….So you shall serve the Lord your God, and He will 
bless your bread and your water.  And I will take sickness away 
from the midst of you” (Exodus 23:14, 20, 22-23, 25).

“For I will cast out the nations before you and enlarge your 
borders; neither will any man covet your land when you go up to 
appear before the Lord your God three times in the year” (Exodus 
34:23-24).

These scriptures can give believers hope that God will bring His 
increase through COVID-19 as we continue to honor His Feasts. 
He will war against our enemies who are raging to complete their 
“anti-Christ” agenda in America.

When God’s people come together in unity, all over the world, 
I believe heaven opens up.  But when you add that unity on the 
day God established as His appointed time, it shifts His kingdom 
forward.  These divine appointments that God established will peg 
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us into ONE VOICE to the nations.  And HIS VOICE will set the 
captives free, including creation that is travailing for the revealing 
of the “sons of God” (Romans 8:19).  

The Hebrew foundation is historical, and yet, metaphorical for 
what God would perfect by His Spirit.  The combination brings 
heaven’s government into the earth, and all whom are led by the 
Spirit of Truth are known as “sons of light.”  Enjoy entering into 
God’s plumb line of His divinely appointed time and catch the 
wave of His Spirit as you celebrate these Feast celebrations.
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Prayers for America
by Tamara Carroll
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WHAT IS THE BENEFIT IN LEARNING ABOUT THE 
FEASTS?

Many people have asked me this question over the past eight years 
of studying the Old Testament Hebrew roots and patterns, “What 
is the benefit for believers to understand this?”

This is a great question I have pondered for a few years now, 
because the simplicity of loving and accepting Christ as Savior 
and loving others is the basic Christian blueprint.
  
This being true, there are still so many questions that our soul 
longs to have answered.  I believe God puts that longing in us to 
step into the adventure of discovering more about Him when we 
are ready for answers.  Questions like, “What does God look like?  
If God is love, what does His love look like?  What is His master 
plan in creating me?  Now that I am “born again,” what am I “born 
into?”  And many wonder, “What is going to happen when Jesus 
returns?

For many Christians, the journey of discovering answers to those 
questions begins through reading the Bible and praying.  Christians 
are given the “Truth-teller” when they receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit to help them understand the heart and truth that is written 
in God’s Word.  Even though all the answers are in us through 
the Holy Spirit, not all answers are revealed to us.  I believe God 
enjoys keeping some of it a mystery to us so we will seek Him for 
the answers, which comes as a result of spending time getting to 
know Him (1 Corinthians 2:7).
  
One revelation that hasn’t been so easily answered for Christians 
is how God is going to form us all into “one body” functioning in 
the earth.  The Church at large is so divided by its denominations 
and doctrines that it barely works together to make an impact in 
any community. It seems impossible, but God has had a plan in 
place since the beginning of time, which has been forming and 
taking shape, even though we can’t necessarily see it today.
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It takes an understanding of the bigger picture, the Master Plan, 
the “Blueprint,” to see how all the parts are formed, connected, 
and built together, as well as how long these parts need to be 
developed into maturity.  The bigger picture is what is on the 
horizon for us all to see.  Don’t you want a sneak peek as to what 
that picture looks like?
  
God’s Feasts were designed to be a SIGN (witness) of how, 
when, and whom God would choose to fulfill His promises of 
redemption for mankind and the earth.  Celebrating the Feasts 
isn’t a requirement for salvation, as we are all saved by God’s 
grace (Ephesians 2:8).  But once Christians’ eyes are opened to 
their relevance, there is a natural desire to join in the celebration, 
knowing that in doing so, it is honoring the LORD and participating 
in His plan.

The best analogy I can think of in learning about these Feasts 
today is illustrated through the journey of pregnancy (using some 
imagination of course).

If you have ever been pregnant, or have been a father-to-be, there 
is a rejoicing the minute you find out you are pregnant.  A new 
life begins forming that cannot be seen with the naked eye.  The 
pregnancy test is proof, but to anyone who has not been told the 
“good news,” they wouldn’t recognize the pregnancy with their 
natural eyes.

For several months, there is still no indication that the mom is 
pregnant.  As the mother’s body continues to give the baby 
nutrients, the baby begins to form its parts, which in turn, causes 
the mom to start looking pregnant.
 
During the middle of this pregnancy process, the parents usually 
schedule an ultrasound to double check the health of the baby 
forming in the womb.  This incredible machine allows the parents 
to peek inside the secret place of the hidden womb.  It is a privilege 
with today’s technology to be able to look behind closed doors 
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(behind the skin and into the womb) and see life being formed.  It 
unlocks some of the “mystery” of the womb.
   
Quite often, a shift happens to parents-to-be as they hear the 
heartbeat of the baby.  Seeing the baby form, and recognizing body 
parts gives the parents their first picture of “family.”   The reality 
of parenthood emerges as God prepares their hearts for this baby.

All throughout the nine months, both the Father and Mother know 
they are parents, but they aren’t able to step into that role UNTIL 
the “fullness of time” when the baby is born.

Let’s break down this analogy as it relates to the Church at large:
Believers in Christ have been impregnated with God’s Holy “Seed” 
through their faith in the Son of God who came to save the world 
from sin.  From its’ conception when the twelve disciples received 
the Holy Spirit, the “Church” began to form “body parts” through 
each new believer adding their unique gift and calling. When the 
gestation has reached the “fullness of time, the “glorified” Church 
will be birthed.  The earth will rejoice because the Bible tells us 
that the earth is groaning and travailing for the revealing of the 
“sons of light” (Romans 8:19). The earth will recognize this new 
HOLY FAMILY.

Learning about God’s Old Testament Feasts and tying them to 
the New Testament Church is much like a sneak peek (a spiritual 
ultrasound) of the body of Christ forming in the womb of God’s 
heart and allowing us to see a time line of the “due date” when she 
will birth as a healthy “glorified Church.”

We are living in a time when God is revealing the “mysteries of 
Christ” that have been hidden in the womb.  This “baby” is getting 
closer to birth.  God calls this baby “His Bride” or “Glorified 
Church” because when she is born, she will reflect Him: light, 
glory, love, and joy.  We are called to be His Family.  Discovering 
these Hebrew Blueprints will open up our hearts to see and hear 
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what He is saying about this baby, His family, and His heart of 
redemption for all creation.

So, the question is:  Are you interested in a “sneak-peek” ultrasound 
so you can be ready for this birth?  You not only make up a part of 
this baby forming, but you can sit where the Lord sits and see what 
He sees of the birth that is coming through His Church.
 
“For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members 
of that one body, being many are one body, so also is Christ.  For 
by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body-whether Jews or 
Greeks, whether slaves or free-and have all been made to drink 
into one Spirit.  For in fact the body is not one member but many”
(1 Corinthians 12:12-14).
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FINDING ANSWERS TO THE “MYSTERIES OF CHRIST”

Looking at the state of the Church today, we probably think it 
would be impossible for God to draw the Body of Christ together 
into one glorious Church if we didn’t know it was God’s ultimate 
plan. As we study what the Bible refers to as the “mysteries of 
Christ,” we will begin to get a glimpse of how He is going to do it.

“…that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, 
and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, 
to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and 
of Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge” (Colossians 2:2,3).

The “mysteries of Christ” that the Bible speaks of can be simply 
explained when we have the full revelation that Christ is in ALL 
things (Colossians 1:17).  This may sound so easy, but it requires 
the Lord taking off our blinders to really see it.

We know that Jesus was with the Father “in the beginning” 
(Genesis 1:1; John 1:1-4), and will be with us at the end of the 
Millennium when the LORD make all things new:

“Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven 
and the first earth had passed away (Revelation 21:1).

The Bible also says that Jesus is the First and Last, the Alpha and 
Omega (Revelation 22:13).  Jesus is in ALL of creation. Paul had 
the revelation of this mystery, so it was his desire others would get 
the revelation as well:

“To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was 
given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable 
riches of Christ, and to make all see what is the fellowship of the 
mystery, which from the beginning of the ages, has been hidden 
in God who created all things through Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 
3:8,9).
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It is interesting that so many Christians never think of Jesus being 
a part of the Old Testament, but He was there, because He was IN 
all things:

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 
creation.  For by Him all things were created that are in heaven 
and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or principalities or powers.  All things were created 
through Him and for Him (Colossians 1:15,16).

“And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist” 
(Colossians 1:17).

Therefore, if Jesus is in all things, then we cannot throw away the 
Old Testament and say it’s irrelevant today because Jesus was in 
it and set the pattern that He Himself would perfect as the Son of 
man.

“…which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of 
Christ” (Colossians 2:17).

Since Christ remains the same, we can count on the established 
pattern in both the Old and New Testament.  Christ as the “Son of 
man” and “Son of God” bear witness of the Old Testament pattern 
of the Law with His faith, actions, words and testimony. However, 
because Christ’s sacrifice removed sin from the Old Testament 
pattern, we are able to now experience the full measure of the 
glory of the purpose of the pattern, which always reveals God’s 
love and redemption.

This pattern doesn’t have a hierarchy that qualifies our worth, for 
ALL are worthy. It also frees us to rest in the knowledge that we 
can’t miss God; for with each cycle, we are given opportunities 
to draw closer to the knowledge of the Lord and His plan for us.  
This pattern produces hope and mirrors God’s love for the world 
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(John 3:16).

Recognizing the cyclical pattern helps solve the mystery of Christ, 
so that we see that the Bible isn’t divided into two parts, Old and 
New, but is ONE story repeating its pattern, perfected through 
Christ.

A Hebrew mindset produces in us a reverence to honor and adopt 
the Old and New and discover the same blueprint in both that God 
created.  We can line up with it and multiply its purpose.

We are fortunate enough to be on this side of the cross so we can 
actually read about the fulfillment of the pattern with His glory:

“....the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from 
generations but now has been revealed to His saints” (1 Colossians 
1:15-18, 26).

Ever since the time Jesus came as the Son of man, died on the 
cross and rose, man can see and experience the Word through 
Christ. And, through His example, we can understand the mind 
and heart of God’s law, which is love, not punishment (John 3:17).  
We can also now see the purpose of the blueprint of the Feasts, 
which was to layout the story of how God would redeem all things 
through Christ.
Jesus paid the price to be the substance of God’s love FIRST.  
Those who have been saved have been chosen to multiply His 
light and love and to form into His Holy Nation.  This description 
is used because a nation is made of many people in one land that 
function together through the unifying governing laws of the land.
 
Before the New Testament, God’s people had NO concept of how 
Jesus would come in the flesh and perfect the Covenant promise 
except for the prophetic proclamations that had been made. Even 
when Jesus began fulfilling these prophesies, many of God’s 
people couldn’t see or understand.   However, when Christ first 
came, He fulfilled the Feast “blueprint,” and its prophetic purpose, 
and truly became a witness to Himself as being LORD. 21



Jesus Himself told us that the WORD, the pattern that had been 
established, must be fulfilled.

“Then He said to them, ‘These are the words which I spoke to you 
while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which 
were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms 
concerning Me’” (Luke 24:44).

As we sync into understanding the timing and purpose of the Feast 
blueprint, it will make way for the opportunity to unify corporately.  
THEN the mystery of how this “unknit” “Body of Christ,” which 
today is so fragmented, will suddenly function together with other 
“body parts” and become His Witness.   And the greatest miracle 
and mystery will be revealed as we then all knit together with the 
Head (Christ) and become the “Holy Nation” that becomes known 
as His Bride.

“But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a HOLY 
NATION, His own special people, that you may proclaim the 
praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous 
light”(1 Peter, 2:9).
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Burning Bush Moment
by Tamara Carroll
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WHY DON’T CHRISTIANS CELEBRATE THE FEASTS?

In the Book of Acts, Paul the Apostle and the disciples of Jesus 
continued to celebrate the Feasts, even moving their ministry 
schedule around to honor them.

“For Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so that he would not 
have to spend time in Asia; for he was hurrying to be at Jerusalem, 
if possible, on the Day of Pentecost” (Acts. 20:16).

This isn’t the only incident mentioned in Acts as we read in Acts 
18:21 and 20:6 further references of the disciples honoring the 
Feasts.   Paul even encourages the Church of Corinth to honor 
these Holy Days, but with New Covenant revelation:

“Therefore, let us keep the FEAST, not with old leaven, nor with 
the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened 
bread of sincerity and truth” (1 Corinthians 5:8).

Even Jesus, who did everything the Father told Him to do, honored 
the Feasts:

“On the last day, that great day of the Feast, Jesus stood and cried 
out, saying, ‘If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink”(John 
7:37).

So why is it that Christians don’t celebrate the Feasts? If Jesus 
Himself is our great example to follow, and not only honored 
them, but became the substance of them, why are these Feasts 
discounted today?

“So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival 
(FEAST), or a new moon, or Sabbaths, which are a shadow of 
things to come, but the substance is of Christ” (Colossians 2: 
16,17).

I believe the simple answer to the question above is that God 
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ultimately allowed this to happen because He had a plan to bring 
about a “new wineskin” of revelation and celebration of these 
Feasts in His perfect timing.  This included, but not limited to, the 
need to celebrate these Feasts in Jerusalem, which was the journey 
three times a year for Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles.

Because the persecution from the Roman Empire was so fierce 
in Jerusalem after Christ died, the “Church” was forced to go 
underground.  When Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 AD, the 
disciples scattered abroad and continued to preach the Gospel.  
The destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD gave way for the “cutting 
off” of tying these Feast celebrations to the city of Jerusalem and 
the temple.

Jerusalem, the city God chose to build His temple so that His 
presence could dwell, had fulfilled its earthly pattern the moment 
God the Father sent the Holy Spirit (Acts 2).  This deposit of God’s 
glory gave way to the forming of the “NEW JERUSALEM.”  No 
longer was it God’s plan to dwell in a temple made of hands, but 
instead, dwell in the temple (body) of the believer in Christ.  When 
ALL the believers join together corporately in Spirit and in Truth, 
this union of worship will display the “New Jerusalem” (John 
4:24).

“...you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, 
a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 2:5).

Many believers are still looking to Jerusalem as the “City of God” 
for His glory, when in actuality, the earth is waiting for the “sons 
of light” to reveal His glory (Romans 8:19). When they are all 
joined in unison to the Prince of Peace, the world will see the “New 
Jerusalem” coming out of heaven (Revelation 21:2).  Honoring 
the Feasts unveils this formation on the earth.

“He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My 
God, and he shall go out no more. I will write on him the name of 
My God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, 25



which comes down out of heaven from My God. And I will write on 
him My new name” (Revelation 3:12).
But what caused the early Christians to abandon the Feasts and 
adopt their own “holy days” (holidays they created), such as Easter 
and Christmas?

Emperor Constantine was a European Roman emperor in the fourth 
century that legalized Christianity and made it the government 
(state’s) religion.  Up until then, Christianity was banned, and 
people were tortured and killed for professing Christianity, 
which is why all of the original disciples of Jesus were crucified, 
beheaded, or killed except for the Apostle John.  The Roman 
Emperor Constantine established himself as the head of the church 
around 313 AD, which made “Christianity” the official religion of 
the Roman Empire.

One would read about Constantine and call him a hero for 
legalizing Christianity, and indeed, he was used to help stop the 
murdering of Christians.  However, since he was NOT rooted 
in God’s Word to lead apostolically, but rather adopted “pagan 
practices,” Constantine created an iniquitous “Christian” Church 
that he tied into the government.  This effectively was a union of 
Church and State that was able to oppress and control the people 
they governed.

Constantine brought together the Council of Nicaea in 325 AD to 
attempt to stop people from keeping Passover on the appointed time 
God set in His calendar. Early Christians had continued observing 
Passover in honor of Christ’s death. Others began celebrating the 
Feast on Sunday in honor of Christ’s resurrection.  If they had 
realized the truth that Passover was the blueprint to honor Christ’s 
death, and “Feast of Firstfruits” was the blueprint to honor the 
Lord’s resurrection, the dispute could have been avoided.

Unfortunately, this division led to a decision by Constantine 
requiring all Christians to adopt celebrating Easter on a Sunday, 
as set according to the Roman calendar. This eventually cut off 
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Christians from honoring the Feast days and even condemned 
Jewish people when they continued to do so.

The Council of Nicaea changed Church history. Christians who 
observed the Passover on the 14th of Nisan and “Hebrew” Feasts 
were branded as heretics. The forthcoming religious church 
structures, coupled with the “doctrines of men,” created a hunger 
and thirst for power and wealth that eventually ushered in the 
darkest period of history known to man, properly known as the 
“Dark Ages” (476-1066 AD). 

Through popes, bishops, and priests, the “anti-Christ” spirit ruled 
Europe, while “biblical” Christianity became illegal, and Jews 
and Christians grew in opposition to each other. (This is why the 
Roman Catholic Church only communicated in Latin to keep the 
people ignorant of the Word and continue to control the masses).

According to Encyclopedia Britannica, “There is no trace of the 
celebration of Easter as a Christian festival in the New Testament 
or the writings of the apostolic fathers…The first Christians…
continued to observe the Jewish festivals…as commemorations 
of events of which these had been the shadows. The Passover, 
ennobled by the thought of Christ the Paschal Lamb, continued to 
be celebrated…, and became the Christian Easter” (Ninth Edition, 
1875, www.encylopediabritannica.com; article “Easter”).

As Christians, we must acknowledge that the Feasts recognized 
in the Bible are “Hebrew” Feasts and not exclusively Jewish 
ones.  We are thankful that a remnant of Jews were able to return 
to Jerusalem after the Babylonian captivity and rebuild Jerusalem 
and honor the Feasts.  We need to recognize that for a brief period 
of time, Jews, Messianic Jews, and Gentiles all celebrated the 
Feasts after Christ was crucified.  But the understanding for both 
the Jew and Gentiles of how and why they were to be celebrated 
needed a heavenly perspective; not a Jew or Gentile one.  And 
because they both didn’t have it, it opened up the doors for strife 
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and division.

Today, God is resurrecting our understanding of these “Holy 
Days” with His heavenly perspective that Jesus the Christ is the 
substance of these Feasts.  God is unveiling the relevance of these 
Feasts to the Body of Christ so we can not only honor His Son, 
but also prepare ourselves to be joined to Jesus the Christ when 
He comes back to fulfill the Fall Feasts (Beginning with Feast of 
Trumpets, followed by Day of Atonement, and culminated at the 
Feast of Tabernacles).
  
“And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, ‘Behold, the 
tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and 
they shall be His people.   God Himself will be with them and be 
their God’” (Revelation 21:3).
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by Tamara Carroll



THE “CHANGES” OF THE FEASTS

Many Christians really aren’t aware that Good Friday and Easter 
were dates that the Roman Catholic Church created as their “holy 
days” to honor Jesus.  Through the adoption of Good Friday 
and Easter into our Christian culture, the Body of Christ lost all 
connection to the Hebrew Feasts calendar that God established to 
honor His Son.
  
The problem of “changing God’s time and law” isn’t new since 
Jesus Christ came into the earth (Daniel 7:25).  In the Old Testament, 
it most notably happened after the reign of King Solomon when 
the Israelites split into two kingdoms (families). Ten of the tribes 
of Israel formed the House of Israel and removed themselves from 
Solomon’s son’s reign. But out of fear that the people would go to 
Jerusalem to celebrate the Feasts and not return, the leader of the 
ten tribes, Jeroboam, decided to change the Feast times, laws, and 
places of worship (1 Kings 12:26-33).

“So, he made offerings on the altar which he had made at Bethel 
on the fifteenth day of the eighth month, in the month he had 
devised in his own heart” (1 Kings 12:33).

This change opened up the door for iniquitous roots to plague the 
House of Israel in years to come, and which is why most of the 
kings who ruled the House of Israel were wicked and rebellious 
towards God (1 &2 Kings).
  
However, the House of Judah, who remained in Jerusalem, 
had times as well in history when they didn’t follow the Feasts 
Calendar.  We know this because when you read the story about 
King Hezekiah in 2 Chronicles 29-31, it tells of the restoration of 
the worship and celebration of the Feasts.
  
“The king appointed a portion of his possessions for the burnt 
offering; for the morning and evening burnt offerings; the burnt 
offerings for the Sabbaths, and the New Moons, and the set feasts 
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as it is written in the Law of the Lord” (2 Chronicles 31:3).
Because King Hezekiah restored honoring God’s Hebrew 
Covenant calendar and what was right in His law, the people 
were healed (2 Chronicles 30:20).  In addition, unity, prosperity 
and protection were given to them by the Lord, and Hezekiah’s 
leadership kept Jerusalem safe against the Assyrian army, which 
had already taken into captivity the ten northern tribes (known as 
the House of Israel).
Unfortunately, subsequent kings of the House of Judah didn’t 
follow the integrity of King Hezekiah’s leadership in honoring 
God’s laws.  Eventually, God’s judgment came forth because 
they didn’t honor the Sabbaths, and the House of Judah was taken 
captive by the Babylonian army.

“And those who escaped from the sword he carried away to 
Babylon, where they became servants to him and his sons until the 
rule of the kingdom of Persia, to fulfill the word of the Lord by the 
mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her Sabbaths.  As 
long as she lay desolate, she kept Sabbath, to fulfill seventy years” 
(2 Chronicles 36:20-21; Leviticus 26:34-43).

After serving out their 70 years of captivity in Babylon, the 
Judeans (The House of Judah which later became known as the 
“Jews”) were able to return to the Promised Land and rebuild the 
temple in Jerusalem.  Led by Ezra the High Priest and Nehemiah, 
the Jews were given an opportunity to start again.
 
Ezra was used by God to “awaken” the remnant to God’s truth by 
reminding them of the Law.  The construction of the temple had 
just finished, and after being reminded about God’s “Holy Days” 
found in the pattern of the Feasts, the Jews chose to celebrate the 
Passover:

“And the descendants of the captivity kept the Passover on the 
fourteenth day of the first month.  For the priests of the Levites had 
purified themselves; all of them were ritually clean.
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And they slaughtered the Passover lambs for all the descendants 
of the captivity, for their brethren the priests, and for themselves.  
Then the children of Israel who had returned from captivity ate 
together with all who had separated themselves from the filth of 
the nations of the land in order to seek the Lord God of Israel.
  
And they kept the Feast of Unleavened Bread, seven days with joy; 
for the Lord made them joyful and turned the heart of the king of 
Assyria toward them, to strengthen their hands in the work of the 
house of God, the God of Israel” (Ezra 6:19-22).

Ezra directed the Jews back to honoring the Feasts, which resulted 
in joy and gladness amongst the people.  Even Nehemiah goes into 
detail in Chapter 8 on how they celebrated the Feast of Tabernacles 
according to the blueprint of the Law, which hadn’t been done 
since the days of Joshua (Nehemiah 8:17)!

Unfortunately, because God’s people chose not to separate 
themselves from the idolatrous culture, the people reverted back 
to their lawless ways.  Ezra was beside himself since they had 
just come out of the seventy-year bondage.  He pleaded with the 
people to separate themselves for God’s service since they had 
been given a second chance:

“Since the days of our fathers to this day we have been very guilty, 
and of our iniquities we, our kings, and our priests have delivered 
into the hand of the kings of the lands, to the sword, to captivity, to 
plunder, and to humiliation, as it is this day.  And now for a little 
while grace has been shown from the Lord our God, to leave us a 
remnant to escape, and to give us a peg in His holy place, that our 
God may enlighten our eyes and give us a measure of revival in 
our bondage” (Ezra 9:7,8).

The people responded to Ezra’s plea, but the idolatrous culture 
kept pulling them away again.  In addition, between the 400 years 
from Ezra to when Jesus arrived on the scene, the Judean leaders 
began creating their own “holy” book of rules called the “Talmud.” 
Regulations were created with the celebration of these Feasts as 
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well.  But many of these traditions weren’t written by the Lord, 
but by men themselves, and the heart and purpose of why God 
established the Feast blueprint took on many rituals.
“These people draw near to Me with their mouth, and honor Me 
with their lips, but their heart is far from Me.  And in vain they 
worship Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men” 
(Matthew 15:8,9).

Regardless of the religious practices that the Jews added, at least 
they followed the Feasts.  Even Paul the Apostle made sure he 
didn’t miss a Feast (Acts 18:21; 20:6,16).  All of Paul’s missionary 
work was targeted to adhere to the Feast schedule because he 
understood the importance of honoring those Feast times.  But the 
Feasts needed a New Covenant revelation of why and how they 
were to be celebrated.  In addition, they were not to be pegged to 
an “earthly Jerusalem” any longer.

Since Christ became the “sacrificial lamb,” for the sins of the 
world, there was no need any longer to follow the sacrificial 
offering requirements laid out in the Law.  And since believers are 
the “temple of God” (2 Corinthians 6:16), there was also no need 
to have to go to the temple in Jerusalem to worship the Lord.

Ironically, the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD would actually 
help “cut off” having to go to Jerusalem to honor the Feasts, as 
well as the “traditions” that were created by the religious leaders 
(not God).

There are many reasons why the Church at large has not embraced 
the Feasts as a part of their “Holy” calendar for the past 2,000 years, 
but in general, they are the same reasons we have just outlined 
from the past. Patterns of sin repeat themselves, and this pattern 
of getting God’s people away from honoring God’s Calendar has 
been on Satan’s radar for centuries, so it must have some intrinsic 
value to the redemption plan of God.

Today, I believe that God is awakening the Body of Christ to the 
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heart of His “Holy” calendar.  This will give the Body of Christ 
what Ezra and the people experienced, “a measure of revival in 
our bondage,” which will ultimately lead to healing and joy for 
the Church at large.
And how about the timing today?  Israel just celebrated their 70th 
anniversary as a nation in 2018.  Seventy speaks of a divinely 
appointed period of time and a restoration of all nations.  As the 
nation has celebrated its 70th anniversary, the time is now complete 
to continue looking to the Old Jerusalem and its man-made temple 
constructed under the Old Covenant as a pattern of the shadow of 
things to come (Romans 1:20).  NOW is the time for our eyes to 
adjust and shift to a NEW Jerusalem; a temple not made of hands.  
Israel may try to build a third temple, but the Lord will not allow 
for it to stand because He has already made way for a better plan.

“Then I, John, saw the holy city, NEW Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband” (Revelation 21:2).

The Feasts give us the corporate pattern of how we become what 
God prophesies about “The New Jerusalem.” That alone should get 
every Christian interested in discovering the value of the Feasts.

All the nations accept a universal time which helps us to function 
in everyday life individually, communally, and globally.  But for 
those Christians in whom God has put a desire to be a part of 
the redemption plan and building His Kingdom here on the earth, 
adopting God’s Hebrew Covenant Calendar is needed as well so 
we can synchronize with His “Holy” time and understand the 
timing and communal of heaven.
 
“They shall keep My laws and My statutes in all My appointed 
meetings, and they shall hallow My Sabbaths” (Ezekiel 44:24).
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THE PURPOSE OF THE LORD’S FEASTS

The Feasts of the Lord reveal a roadmap of God’s progressive 
pattern planned to take man from the depths of bondage (sin), to 
the heights of His glory.  Let’s take a look at some of the key 
components of understanding this blueprint.

The Feast dates celebrated each year were, and still are, determined 
by the Hebrew Covenant Calendar.  But when did the Hebrew 
Covenant Calendar originate, and how is it determined?
  
At the time the Lord instructed Moses as to what the children of 
Israel needed to do in order for the death plague to “pass over” their 
dwelling, the Hebrew Covenant Calendar was birthed (Exodus 
12).  The conversation started with the Lord “resetting” the yearly 
calendar starting in the Spring, rather than in the Fall when the 
Hebrews were accustomed to recognizing the first of the year.

“This month shall be your beginning of months; it shall be the first 
month of the year to you” (Exodus 12:2).

“This month” would later be identified as the month the Bible 
refers to as “Abib” or “Nisan,” when the land was able to offer 
up its spring “firstfruits” (Leviticus 23:10).  God established this 
calendar based upon the moon, using the New Moon to signify 
the beginning of each month.  Passover was the first Feast God 
set forth on this calendar before leaving Egypt, and the rest of the 
Feasts were established later at Mt. Sinai (Exodus 23).

“…On the tenth of this month every man shall take for himself 
a lamb, according to the house of his father…….now you shall 
keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month……And thus 
you shall eat it….It is the LORD’S Passover” (Exodus 12:3,6,11).

God attached the Feast dates to the pattern of the moon rather than 
the sun, which was set apart from the Egyptians who looked to the 
sun god to worship.  When the “new moon” arrived, this signaled 
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day one of the first month, with Passover being celebrated fourteen 
days later.

When the children of Israel departed Egypt and came to Mount 
Sinai, the Lord offered the nation a proposal of marriage to be 
His Holy Nation (Exodus 19:6).  The people accepted, and the 
“Tablets of Covenant” were given, which included the Hebraic 
Covenant Calendar that had the dates of the Feasts, a “holy” time 
to honor the marriage covenant (Exodus 20-23).
 
God commanded the children of Israel to honor the Lord seven 
times a year through His Feasts, including the continuation of 
celebrating Passover each year so they remembered how He 
delivered them from Egypt.
 
“Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them; The Feasts of 
the LORD, which you shall proclaim to be ‘holy convocations,’ 
these are My feasts…These are the Feasts of the LORD, holy 
convocations which you shall proclaim at their appointed times” 
(Leviticus 23:2,4).

The Lord Himself referred to these Feasts days as “Convocations;” 
which when translated, means “rehearsals.” He called them 
“Holy” and gave specific instruction for each rehearsal to follow 
as a “statute forever” (Leviticus 23:14, 21, 31).  The holy rehearsal 
was not only a remembrance of the Israelites’ history with the Lord 
when He became their “Groom,” but also a prophetic witness of 
how God would later perfect His Covenant relationship through 
Christ and “His Bride.”

So why did God establish His Hebrew Covenant Calendar with 
the moon?

To answer that question, let’s first define God’s mission in making 
the sun, moon, and stars and tie it together with the Feasts.

Genesis 1:14 says, “Then God said, ‘Let there be lights in the 
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firmament of the heavens to divide the day from the night; and let 
them be for SIGNS and SEASONS and for days and years.”

The word SIGN in Hebrew means, “a signal of the Coming One.” 
God chose to use the sun, moon and stars to establish His timing, 
His days, and His nights, but also His SIGN of the “Coming One.”  
When God spoke to Moses and established this Feast calendar 
according to the “new moon,” His purpose was to use it to establish 
a SIGN of the “Coming One.”   In making a Covenant with His 
Chosen people (The Commonwealth of Israel and then later in 
the New Testament the nation of Christians), God’s plan was to 
use them to become His SIGN of the “One to Come” (Christ the 
Redeemer and Christ the King).

Psalm 89:37 also confirms the moon as the Lord’s sign.

“It shall be established forever like the moon, even like the faithful 
witness in the sky.” 

In Psalm 104:19, the Scripture declares that God “appointed the 
moon for seasons” [divine appointment, fixed time, signal, or 
witness].

Searching through the scripture again in Genesis 1:14, the word 
“SEASON” in Hebrew means “moed,” and is translated as “a 
divine appointment, fixed time, signal, or witness.”

Coincidentally, in Leviticus 23:2 (shown up above), the word 
“FEAST” in Hebrew also means “moed.” Therefore, Feasts are 
also translated “divine appointment, fixed time, season, signal, or 
witness.” 

The scriptures indicate a direct correlation between God’s SIGNS 
and SEASONS, mentioned in Genesis 1:14, with the moon and 
the Feasts to reveal the “One to Come.”  The Feasts of the LORD 
were God’s fixed time to extend an intimate invitation to be His 
witness to the world.
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 When the Children of Israel celebrated these Feasts each year, 
the nations watched and witnessed them diligently traversing 
three times a year to God’s appointed place (Deuteronomy 16:16).  
Surely, many those who observed the trek most likely asked about 
the purpose of the journey.  The witness of the purpose was given:   
The One True God who delivered His people out of Egypt through 
Passover, married them at Pentecost at Mt. Sinai with a written 
certificate signed by His own finger (Tablets of Covenant), and 
consummated the Covenant with His presence dwelling with them 
in the Tabernacle, is worthy of all honor.

Today, believers are a sign (witness) individually as we share our 
faith in Christ and celebrate how He delivers us from Egypt (sins 
of the world), gives us the Holy Spirit who writes the Tablets of 
Covenant on our hearts, and dwells in our temple (body).  

The Feast blueprint also reveals a corporate union with the Lord, 
becoming a corporate SIGN that will reveal the “Coming King” 
and “His Bride” who later judge the nations in the Millennium.

The importance of these “Feasts” dates that God established has 
not ceased, changed or become irrelevant, even though we now 
live in the Age of the New Covenant. On the contrary, as believers, 
the invitation is actually more relevant to us now since we can see 
through the lens of the Old AND New Testament of how Jesus 
fulfills the Feasts.  Honoring the Feasts isn’t a requirement for 
our salvation of course, but they do serve a Kingdom purpose of 
a SIGN to the world of Christ as Savior and King.  In the years 
ahead, they will also be used as a measuring stick as to which 
nations are aligned with Christ in the Millennium:

“And it shall come to pass that everyone who is left of all the 
nations which came against Jerusalem shall go up from year to 
year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep the Feast 
of Tabernacles. And it shall be that whichever of the families of the 
earth do not come up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord 
of hosts, on them there will be no rain. If the family of Egypt will 
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not come up and enter in, they shall have no rain; they shall receive 
the plague with which the Lord strikes the nations who do not come 
up to keep the Feast of Tabernacles. This shall be the punishment 
of Egypt and the punishment of all the nations that do not come up 
to keep the Feast of Tabernacles” (Zechariah 14:16-19).

The purpose of any dress rehearsal is to put into practice a production 
or show in its entirety before the “live performance.”  The Children 
of Israel (representing those IN COVENANT WITH GOD) were 
chosen to be a part of the cast of what I am going to coin, the Lord’s 
“Redemption Production.”  In this production, the manuscript was 
written by the “finger of God,” and given to the Children of Israel 
at Mt. Sinai (Leviticus 23).  Their role was to follow each Feast as 
instructed so that WHEN Christ came many centuries later, there 
was no doubt of who the Lord was.

We can read about the whole blueprint of the Spring Feasts going 
“LIVE” in the Gospels when Christ became the Passover Lamb, 
died, rose from the dead, and sent the Holy Spirit as a promise 
of His return.  As the Spring Feasts come around each year now 
believers can celebrate the memory of that “live performance,” and 
thank God for sending Jesus to fulfill the script.

Today, believers have been given the privilege of participating in the 
cast of the second act of the “Redemption Production;” preparing 
for the time when Christ will return as King.

The final three Feasts that we are awaiting the fulfillment are 
known as the “Fall Feasts.” The Fall Feasts consist of the Feast of 
Trumpets, Day of Atonement, and the Feast of Tabernacles.  Given 
that ALL Christians have great hope and expectation of Jesus’ 
return, it serves us well to study His Manuscript, so we understand 
our role and participate in the “dress rehearsal” so that our hearts 
are ready.

“And at midnight a cry was heard: ‘Behold, the bridegroom is 
coming; go out to meet him’…” (Matthew 25:6)!
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SEVEN FEASTS: 3 CORPORATE HARVESTS

There are seven Feasts in the Bible that represent God’s yearly 
Hebrew Covenant Calendar, that in their totality, share His love 
story of redemption for mankind.
  
Each Feast represents a “chapter” in this story.  The first four 
chapters (known as the Spring Feasts) focus on individual 
redemption, while the last three chapters (known as the Fall Feasts) 
are focused on fulfilling the promise of national redemption.  In 
between the fourth and fifth chapter is a 2,000-year span for 
Christians to multiply into a “national Seed” (Glorified Church) 
(Leviticus 23; Exodus 23).  Understanding the significance of the 
Feasts will help the Body of Christ to “be ready.” 
 
All throughout the Bible, God uses the “SEED” to represent His 
chosen people, as well as explaining His Kingdom principles.
  
“Now to Abraham and his Seed were the promises made.  He does 
not say, “And to seeds,” as of many, but as of one, ‘And to your 
Seed’, who is Christ”(Galatians 3:16).

Jesus is the “Seed” through whom the Covenant promises would 
be redeemed, producing a harvest that would be like Him.  Jesus’ 
sacrifice made way for each individual “Seed” (Christian) to be 
planted perfectly in its identity, function, and position in “family” 
and to move in unison with all the other individual “Seeds” 
(Christians) so we can form into ONE “National Seed.”
 
“If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise” (Galatians 3:29).

The Bible also describes this same concept as Christians as 
individual “body parts” (Body of Christ), with JESUS being the 
Head.  Where the Head goes, the Body goes!

If we look at the state of the Church as a whole today, we have a 
lot of Christian “body parts” all functioning at their own speed, 

43



in their own way, without being connected into the foundation of 
God’s design on how they fit with the rest of the Body parts.
 
“For as the body is one and has many members, but all the 
members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is 
Christ” (1 Corinthians 12:12).

However, God didn’t leave us empty-handed on how to come 
together as one.  His Word always gives us the solution.  The 
Blueprint of the Feasts calendar is one key in helping the “body 
parts” come together with the “HEAD” in timing and purpose of 
heart.
   
Three of the Feasts are foundational to this corporate union.  
For the sake of simplicity, these three Feasts are referred to as:
     1. PASSOVER
     2. PENTECOST
     3. TABERNACLES  
(Passover is really NOT considered a “holy day,” rather it is the 
celebration God commanded to commemorate the commencement 
of the Feast schedule.  It is followed immediately by the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread.  But that general time of celebration is referred 
to as Passover).
  
These three Feasts were not only used to connect us corporately, 
but also to be used as a tool to honor God’s Blueprint of sowing 
and reaping and multiplicity:

“THREE times a year all your males shall appear before the 
Lord your God in the place which He chooses: at the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread (Celebration of Passover precedes it), at the 
Feast of Weeks (Pentecost), and at the Feast of Tabernacles; and 
they shall not appear before the Lord empty-handed.  Every man 
shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the Lord your 
God which He has given you” (Deuteronomy 16:16,17).
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“For I will cast out the nations before you and enlarge your borders; 
neither will any man covet your land when you go up to appear 
before the Lord your God three times in the year”(Exodus 35:24).

As a part of celebrating the Passover season, the children of  Israel 
were to bring the first of their barley harvest to the Lord.  Fifty days 
later at Pentecost, they were to bring to the Lord the first of their 
wheat harvest.  And finally, during Tabernacles, they were to bring 
the first of their grape harvest.

God promised those who gave their “firstfruits” of their harvests 
that He would bless their land, subdue their enemy, and enlarge 
their territory of dominion.  Are you kidding?  This is an amazing 
blueprint of provision, that if we adopted in our hearts, I believe 
we would not only see fruitfulness in our own lives, but also in our 
nation.  But that’s not all.
  
Why were these three Feast seasons, that required a “firstfruits” 
offering, the “SET TIMES” God required to meet corporately? 
Let’s keep exploring the “pattern.”  It is through these three Feasts 
“firstfruits/harvests” that God chose to mimic the three stages of 
redemption for mankind.
 
Jesus became the “firstfruits” offering when He presented Himself 
to the Father after He rose from the dead.
  
“But each one is in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward 
those who are Christ’s at His coming.” (1 Corinthians 15:23).

All those who accept Christ as their redeemer are a part of His 
Glorified Harvest. The “Holy” Seed that Christ planted in a 
believer would take time to grow a harvest.  There would be three 
distinguished stages to this growth, which are:

     First Stage: Justified. 
     Second Stage: Sanctified. 
     Third Stage: Glorified.
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The explanation of these stages simply put is:  First, we are 
justified in Christ (Romans 5:1).  Second, we go through a process 
of sanctification (1 Thessalonians 4:4).  And third, we receive 
our glorified bodies (Philippians 3:21).  This pattern would be 
the stages (harvests) that the Church at large would go through 
that would take time to produce the much anticipated “glorious” 
harvest since the Church began.   This is why Jesus has not returned 
yet.   But He will when the harvest is ready.

The Tabernacle that the Lord instructed Moses to construct, found 
in Exodus 35-40, mirrors three parts that coincide with the purpose 
of the three stages (harvests) of the Church at large as well.   These 
three parts of the Tabernacle are:

     1st Part: The Outer Court.
     2nd Part:  The Holy Place (Sanctuary). 
     3rd Part:  The “Holy of Holies.”

The Lord shares with us in the New Testament that He told Moses 
to build the Tabernacle as He instructed because it would be 
an earthly “pattern” that would be a copy of a spiritual plan of 
redemption through Christ:

“Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the wilderness, 
as He appointed, instructing Moses to make it according to the 
PATTERN that he had seen” (Acts 7:44).

The Outer Court represents the first stage (harvest) that is tied to 
the barley harvest.  The Outer Court of the Tabernacle was open for 
ALL to come and bring their offerings.  It represents the heart of 
the “Passover” season covering ALL, who by faith, covered their 
doorposts (hearts) with the blood of the lamb. Jesus became our 
Passover Lamb, and it is our belief in Him as our Savior through 
which we are JUSTIFIED BY FAITH.  This is His free gift of 
eternal life that we cannot earn.

“Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ”(Romans 5:1).
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Being “justified by faith” also grants us access into the Tabernacle 
and the presence of God:

“Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell 
with them, and they shall be His people.  God Himself will be with 
them and be their God”(Revelation 21:3).

The second stage (harvest) is Pentecost, which is tied to the wheat 
harvest. Jesus spends a lot of time through parables teaching us 
about the wheat and the tares (Matthew 13).  The Lord’s purpose in 
teaching the disciples was to help them understand the principles 
of “becoming “Christ-like,” which can only happen through a 
process of SANCTIFICATION.  In this process, we learn what it 
means to be a part of His family, and to become more like “Our 
Father.”

“Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and 
may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thessalonians 5:23).

As we accept the Lord’s sanctification process, and learn truth 
and obedience through the journey, we are accepting His training 
to become “priests” unto Him (Hebrews 5:8).  Coincidently, the 
second partition of the Tabernacle, which was called the “Holy 
Place,” was where the priests alone had access, and could only 
function by the light of the burning lampstand.  This was symbolic 
of how we receive our light by the Holy Spirit that illuminates 
God’s truth, presence and power.

The difference between the Old and New Covenant “priests” is 
that we who have accepted Christ have become “priests;” or in 
other words, ones “set apart” for God’s service. We do not get 
“qualified” on our own credentials or merit to be priests.  We do so 
because we have a High Priest, Jesus, who has gone before us and 
qualifies us through His eternal sacrifice.

“This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and 
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steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind the veil, where 
the forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus, having become High 
Priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek” (Hebrews 
6:19,20).

Our “High Priest” has equipped us for the job of becoming like 
Him by giving us the gift of the Holy Spirit, who indwells in each 
of us to teach us God’s truth and power (John 14:26).  This is the 
process that the Church at large is in today:  We are in training to 
get rid of the tares (our sinful nature that opposes God’s truth and 
ways, or what God says “spot and wrinkle” in Ephesians 5:27) so 
that we reflect only wheat.

“Therefore brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the 
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He consecrated 
for us, through the veil that is His flesh, and having a High Priest 
over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in 
full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil 
conscience and our bodies washed with pure water, let us hold fast 
the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised 
is faithful” (Hebrews 10:19-23).

The final stage (harvest) is the place we are all eagerly waiting for, 
which is Tabernacles, when we are completely abiding in Christ 
and dwelling in the FULLNESS OF HIS GLORY.  It is this third 
stage that is tied to the grape (fruit) harvest, and appropriately so as 
it represents the fruitful promise of receiving our glorified bodies.  
We then, form one national Seed, and become the “new wine” 
who become transformed as Christ was into His Glorified Body.

“For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because 
we want to be unclothed, but further clothed [in His glory], that 
mortality [our dying body/tent] may be swallowed up by life.  Now 
He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has 
given us the Spirit as a guarantee” (2 Corinthians 5:4,5).

Tabernacles begins with the Millennium, when we reign with 
Christ as priests here on the earth.   This is symbolic of the third 48



partition of the Tabernacle called “The Holy of Holies,” in which 
the High Priest alone was able to go in once a year.  Given that 
Jesus is our “High Priest,” and presented Himself to the Father 
as the “Firstfruits,” we who are abiding in Christ will present 
ourselves to the Father after we receive our resurrected, glorified 
bodies.

During this Church Age that is now winding down, believers have 
been learning obedience through the things they have suffered 
(sanctification process – Hebrews 5:8). At some point, we come 
to a place of rest in our heart that says, “Not my will but your will 
be done.” We choose to “overcome,” so that at God’s SET TIME, 
we can enter into the “Holy of Holies” and get glorified bodies as 
Christ did after He presented Himself to the Father.  At that stage 
of our relationship, it is like becoming married to Christ, when the 
“two become one.”

The question is:  How can the Body of Christ become the Bride 
of Christ? Abiding in God’s “way” is one factor. God’s Hebrew 
Covenant Calendar blueprint, specifically, these three Feasts, set 
a time to abide in His way to corporate gatherings to sync us into 
His heartbeat and with each other.
  
Jesus formed the blueprint, because He is the WORD.  Jesus 
manifested Himself as the blueprint, when He came into the earth 
as the Son of Man.  Christ will come back to govern His blueprint.  
And His Bride will manifest His blueprint.  It is the same blueprint, 
but in each age, it has gone from glory to glory until one day, the 
glory of God will fill the earth.

These three Feasts are to gather together “corporately” so we 
are connected to the Lord as a “Nation of people” who have one 
purpose of mind:  to honor God FIRST.  This puts Him as Lord 
of Lords, and connects heaven with earth.  These Feasts are like 
meeting with the Commander-in-Chief of the Army of the Lord; 
a place He can unify us with His intel, instruction, and direction.  
This is a time each “body part” is strengthened and nourished. 
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OVERVIEW OF THE SPRING FEASTS

The Feasts are an essential testimony of our Hebrew heritage that 
begins in Exodus. When the Children of Israel left Egypt and came 
to Mt. Sinai, God asked the “Israelites” to marry Him so that they 
would become His “special treasure” (Exodus 19). 

“Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My 
covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all 
people for all the earth is Mine.  And you shall be to Me a kingdom 
of priests and a holy nation.  These are the words which you shall 
speak to the children of Israel” (Exodus 19:5-6).

After the Children of Israel accepted God’s proposal, the “Groom” 
created a “certificate of marriage” for “His bride/nation” to abide 
with Him. The Tablets of the Testimony were given through Moses 
as a sign of God’s love and His heart to be one with His people and 
a witness for the world to see the one true God.  

“Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read in the hearing 
of the people.  And they said, “all that the Lord has said we will do 
and be obedient” (Exodus 24:7).

The Feasts were also a part of that ceremony that provided a 
pattern God established to set aside time to honor those “wedding 
vows.”  This pattern would prove to not only benefit and bless 
God’s people, but later in time, would serve as the sign and witness 
of Jesus, the restorer of this “marriage covenant.” 

“For Christ, our Passover lamb has been sacrificed” (1 
Corinthians 5:7).
  
When we honor the Feasts today, we honor the Father who 
sacrificed His Son for us.  And we step into our heritage. The 
Spring Feasts provide the blueprint (screenplay) of how Jesus 
would come to be our Savior and serve as our High Priest.  
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HEBREW COVENANT CALENDAR ESTABLISHED

In Exodus 12, God established His Hebrew Covenant Calendar 
to start on the 1st of Nisan.  He then gave Moses instructions to 
execute Passover on the 14th of Nisan in which Israel was to slay 
the lambs and put the blood on the lintels and doorposts of their 
homes. (Exodus 12:6,7).  Passover was chosen to be the kick off 
as the first Feast of the year.

On the 10th day of Nisan, God instructed the children of Israel to 
select an unblemished male lamb.  This was the same day Jesus 
entered Jerusalem on a donkey and the people cried out, “Blessed 
is He who comes in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna in the highest” 
(Matthew 21:9).  

Passover was fulfilled by Jesus in the month of Nisan, according to 
the pattern described in Exodus 12 and Leviticus 23. This is why:  
1 Corinthians 5:7 says, “Messiah has become our Passover.”  
John the Baptist also confirms this fulfillment when he points to 
Jesus and says, “Behold the Lamb of God” (John 1:29).

On the night of the 14th of Nisan, Jesus was with His disciples 
at supper. (Remember, the Hebrew day begins at sundown and 
continues the next day until sundown). It was here that Jesus 
washed the feet of the disciples and broke bread [His Body] and 
drank wine [His Blood] in remembrance of His pending suffering 
as the Lamb slain for our sins (Matthew 26:16).

On the day of the 14th of Nisan, Jesus was sentenced at 9AM and 
crucified.  This was the same time the sacrificial lamb was bound 
according to law (Mark 15:25).

At noon, three hours of darkness supernaturally fell on the land 
(Matthew 27:45). According to the Law, no one was allowed to 
kill the sacrificial lamb in darkness. God prevented any lamb to be 
slain until Jesus cried out at 3:01, “It is finished.”  Afterwards, the 
Passover lambs were then slain.  
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The blood of the sacrificial lambs was put on the doorposts after the 
blood of Jesus was spilled out.  (John 19:34) Joseph of Arimathea 
took Jesus down and placed him in a tomb nearby before sundown 
since it was Preparation Day and the Passover Dinner would 
commence that evening (John 19:38-42).

According to Exodus 12, the “Passover” followed when they ate 
the lamb that was roasted by fire with “unleavened bread.”  This 
they were to do to as a memorial and an everlasting ordinance 
(Exodus 12:14).

The Feast of Unleavened Bread was to commence that evening 
and last seven days. (Leviticus 23:6).  Because the Israelites left so 
quickly out of Egypt after the plague of the death of the “firstborn,” 
they left without any leaven in their bread (Exodus 12:39).  God 
made it easy for them to follow His instruction! Since leaven 
typically represents “sin” in the Bible, Jesus wiped out the penalty 
of “sin” through His sacrifice.

The soldiers were ordered to camp out at the tomb to make sure no 
one stole Jesus’ body.  

Jesus rose before daybreak on Sunday morning.  When Mary 
arrived at the tomb, they found it open and the Roman Soldiers 
were not there guarding it.  They had already left to tell Pilate.  
Mary ran to go tell others, and met Peter and John who were also 
on their way to the tomb (John 20:2).

When they arrived at the tomb, they all discovered it empty.  Peter 
and John went home (John 20:10).  Mary was left alone in the 
garden.  When the sun arose, Mary encountered what she thought 
was a gardener.  When she recognized it was Jesus, she wanted to 
touch him.  But Jesus said to her, “ Touch Me not, for I am not yet 
ascended to My Father.”

The ascension Jesus was referring to was not after the 40 days 
where He rose from the Mount of Olives (Acts 1:3-9). We know 
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this because Jesus allowed the disciples to touch Him later (John 
20:19,20). So Jesus must have ascended to the Father sometime 
AFTER He talked to Mary.  Why is this important?

Leviticus 23:20 says of the Feast of the Firstfruits, “The priest 
shall wave them with the bread of the firstfruits as a wave offering 
before the Lord…” In 1 Corinthians 25:20, the scripture says, “Now 
Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the FIRSTFRUITS 
of those who have fallen asleep.” 

In order for Jesus to fulfill the Firstfruits Feast, He had to present 
Himself to the Father at the same time the priest offered up the 
Firstfruits. Jesus was actually alive before the priest wave offering 
in the temple, but He could not present Himself as “legally” alive 
in heaven until the same time that the priest bore witness on 
earth.  It was the third hour [9AM] that the priests offered up the 
firstfruits.  It was then Jesus went before the Father!

Between The Feast of Firstfruits and the Feast of Pentecost is fifty 
days which is called Counting of Omer.  (Leviticus 23:15-17) 
After these fifty days, the Children of Israel were to offer a new 
grain (wheat) offering.  On Pentecost, farmers would bring the 
firstfruits of their spring harvest to the Lord.

Pentecost would be the exact same time that the Law (marriage 
contract) was given to the Children of Israel at Mt. Sinai and when 
God would manifest Himself as a witness to this union (Exodus 
19). This would be the time when all the people heard the voice 
of God speaking in their own language out of the midst of the fire 
(Deuteronomy 4:12).

In Acts 2, we read that on the Day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit 
came down as tongues of fire upon the heads of the disciples who 
were waiting in the Upper Room. They became the new grain 
offering, the “firstfruits” of the indwelling of His glory presented to 
the Father since they had “accepted Jesus as Savior and Covenant 
restorer.” Now the Law was written on their hearts and they were 
one with the Father. 55



Christians today generally don’t celebrate these Feasts simply 
because they don’t understand their significance to Jesus.  Some 
have not fully grasped they entered into this Hebrew heritage and 
Covenant when they accepted Jesus as their Lord. But God wants 
to open up our eyes to our birthright and our inheritance in His 
marriage Covenant.  And as we abide in His blueprint (screenplay), 
we begin looking like the “Bride” set apart unto Him.
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Powerful
by Tamara Carroll
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PASSOVER

Passover Scriptures:  Leviticus 23:5-8; Exodus 12:16,17; 
Deuteronomy 16:1-12

Difference between Exodus Passover, Deuteronomy Passover, the 
Lord’s Passover, and the New Covenant Passover:

THE FULFULLMENT OF PASSOVER
(Matthew 5:17)

JESUS Himself gave us the timeline of Passover and the sign of 
what was to come through the fulfillment of Passover: 3 Days and 
3 Nights. A key to remember is that the Hebrew day begins at 
sundown.   Also, Feasts are determined by the moon each year and 
not by the Gregorian calendar.  Use these notes for the next few 
chapters as reference.
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3 DAYS AND 3 NIGHTS:  Matthew 12:40; Jonah 1:17

Timeline of Feasts:

Passover Lamb Taken to Household:  Nisan 10
Passover:  Twilight of Nisan 14  
Feast of Unleavened Bread: Beginning of Nisan 15 and goes for 
a week
Resurrected from the grave:  End of Sabbath of Nisan 17/start of 
18
Feast of Firstfruits: Nisan 18 - Offering of Firstfruits at 9AM by 
priest
Feast of Pentecost: 50 days after Firstfruits offering

In these seven days before, during and after Passover, there are 
two Sabbaths:  One is the Holy Day of the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread that begins after Passover.  The other is the weekly Sabbath.

In order to see the timeline, you must understand that two Sabbaths 
exist and distinguish between the two in scripture.

Before a Sabbath, the Hebrews had what they called a “Preparation 
Day” on which all the work was done to honor the Sabbath.   The 
two preparation days in this timeline are Tuesday and Friday.  The 
Holy Days of the Feasts were called “High Holy Days.”

The Preparation Day on Tuesday was to prepare for the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread.  The Preparation Day on Friday was to prepare 
for the weekly Sabbath.

Scriptures to reference for this are:
Luke 23:54 “That day was the Preparation, and the Sabbath drew 
near.”  This was Preparation Day for Feast of Unleavened Bread, 
which they also referred Feasts to as “Sabbath.”

Luke 23:55,56 “And the women who had come with Him from 
Galilee follow after, and they observed the tomb and how His body 
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was laid.  Then they returned and prepared spices and fragrant oils.  
And they rested on the Sabbath according to the commandment.”

Mark 16:1,2 – “Now when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, 
Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices that they 
might come and anoint Him.  Very early in the morning, on the 
first day of the week, they came to the tomb when the sun had 
risen.”

John 19:31 “Therefore, because it was the Preparation Day, that 
the bodies should not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that 
Sabbath was a high day = meaning Holy Convocation/Feast Day 
– Exodus 12:16) the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be 
broken, and that they might be taken away.”

John 20:1 “Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene went 
to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone 
had been taken away from the tomb.”  Mary went to the tomb 
before light so Jesus had already risen before the dawn of Sunday 
morning. (Matthew 28:1; Mark 16:2; Luke 24:1 support Christ 
was not there early when they came to the tomb.)

Matthew 27:62 “On the next day, which followed the Day of 
Preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees gathered together to 
Pilate.”

Matthew 28:1 “Now after the Sabbath, as the first day of the week 
began to dawn, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to see 
the tomb.”

SHORT HISTORY OF GOOD FRIDAY AND EASTER
 
Below is an excerpt from Pastor Ronald Kasor’s, “The Truth; 
Easter Exposed,” which I inserted because it shares the roots of 
the Easter holiday Christians celebrate today:

“The origin of Easter dates back to ancient times, not long after 
the flood recorded in the Bible. Nimrod, a grandson of Noah, had 
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turned from following his grandfather’s God and had become a 
tyrannical ruler. According to the biblical record, as king, Nimrod 
created Babel, Nineveh, Asshur, Calla and other cities, all known 
for lifestyles that promoted unspeakable evil and perversion. When 
Nimrod died, his wife, Queen Semiramis, deified him as the sun-
god, or Life Giver. Later he would become known as Baal, and those 
who followed the religion Semiramis created in his name would 
be called Baal worshippers. They became associated with idolatry, 
demon worship, human sacrifice and other practices regarded 
as evil. The origin of Easter involves the birth of Semiramis’ 
illegitimate son, Tammuz. Somehow, Semiramis convinced the 
people that Tammuz was actually Nimrod reborn. Since people 
had been looking for the promised savior since the beginning 
of mankind, they were persuaded by Semiramis to believe that 
Tammuz was that savior, even that he had been supernaturally 
conceived. Before long, in addition to worshiping Tammuz (or 
Nimrod reborn), the people also worshiped Semiramis herself 
as the goddess of fertility. In other cultures, she has been called 
Ishtar, Ashtur and yes, Easter. The origin of Easter goes back to 
the springtime ritual instituted by Semiramis following the death 
of Tammuz, who, according to tradition, was killed by a wild 
boar. Legend has it that through the power of his mother’s tears, 
Tammuz was “resurrected” in the form of the new vegetation that 
appeared on the earth.” (www.hisfoodministry.net).

The Early Christian Church never celebrated Easter, but Passover.  
But that changed after the Council of Nicaea in 325 AD, when the 
concern was brought forth in celebrating what had become known 
as a Jewish holiday.  

The Encyclopedia Britannica explains the result: “A final 
settlement of the dispute [over whether and when to keep Easter or 
Passover] was one among the other reasons which led [the Roman 
emperor] Constantine to summon the Council of Nicaea in 325 
AD. . . The decision of the council was unanimous that Easter 
was to be kept on Sunday, and on the same Sunday throughout the 
world, and ‘that none should hereafter follow the blindness of the 
Jews’ ”(pp. 828-829).
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Lent was borrowed from worshippers of the Babylonian goddess 
Astarte, and also practiced by Egyptians honoring the great 
mediator god Osiris.  To sway the pagans to Christianity, Rome 
took measures to get the Christian and pagan festivals blended 
together by adjusting the calendar and creating their own feasts.  
(Daniel 7:25 prophesied of this changing of times and laws.)  The 
hot cross buns of Good Friday and the dyed eggs of Easter were 
rituals of paganism.

“The children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and the 
women knead their dough, to make cakes to the queen of heaven, 
and to pour out drink offerings unto other gods, that they may 
provoke me to anger” Jeremiah 7:18. (The queen of heaven is 
Ashtaroth, or Astarte, or Ishtar, or Easter. These cakes are “hot 
cross buns.” Today the Church in Rome has given Mary the mother 
of Jesus the title, “Queen of Heaven.”)

“Then Samuel spoke to all the house of Israel, saying, If you return 
to the LORD with all your hearts, then put away the foreign gods 
and Ashtoreths from among you, and prepare your hearts for the 
LORD, and serve Him only: and He will deliver you from the hand 
of the Philistines. So the children of Israel put away the Baals and 
Ashtoreths and served the LORD only” (1 Samuel 7:3-4).

“For it was so, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned his 
heart after other gods: and his heart was not loyal to the LORD 
his God, as was the heart of his father David. For Solomon went 
after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom 
the abomination of the Ammonites. Solomon did evil in the sight 
of the LORD, and did not fully follow the LORD, as did his father 
David” (1 Kings 11:4-6).

“He has done violence to His tabernacle, As if it were a garden; 
He has destroyed His places of assembly; The LORD has caused 
the appointed feasts and Sabbaths to be forgotten in Zion. In His 
burning indignation He has spurned the king and the priest” 
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(Lamentations  2:6). [Out of discipline and anger, He caused His 
people to forget His solemn Feasts and Sabbaths.] 

The War Room
by Tamara Carroll
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FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD

Passover and the beginning of the Feast of Unleavened Bread 
basically happen in succession, which makes it a bit difficult to 
discern between the two, but I will attempt to do so very simply.  
Passover begins at twilight on the 14th day of Nisan (dusk).  
And since the next Hebrew day begins at sundown, the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread commences after Passover at the beginning of 
the 15th day of Nisan.  Literally, one rolls into the next.

Both Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread were established 
as a blueprint to remember how God delivered the Children of 
Israel from the hand of Pharaoh and the death plague.  The rapid 
exit that the Children of Israel made out of Egypt forced them to 
take their dough before it was leavened.

“And the Egyptians urged the people, that they might send them 
out of the land in haste.  For they said, ‘We shall all be dead.’  
So, the people took their dough before it was leavened, having 
their kneading bowls bound up in their clothes on their shoulders” 
(Exodus 12:33,34).

The Feast of Unleavened Bread was celebrated for seven days 
(Leviticus 23:6). The first day and seventh day of the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread were considered “High Holy Days,” or also 
referred to as “Sabbaths.” These “Sabbaths” were similar to a 
weekly Sabbath in that all the children of Israel were to cease from 
work, and rest.  But the “High Holy Days” were specific to the 
Sabbaths of the Feast days:

“Therefore, because it was the Preparation Day, that the bodies 
should not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath 
was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be 
broken, and that they might be taken away” (John 19:31). [This 
had to happen before sundown when the “High Holy Day” began].
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Most Christians would read these New Testament Scriptures 
and never know there is a difference between the Sabbaths.  But 
understanding the distinction helps to break down the truth of the 
events that happened when Jesus fulfilled Scriptures and became 
the sacrificial Passover lamb.

Christ Himself knew when it was His time to begin His ministry, 
and when it was His time to go to the cross.  This is why Jesus 
went willingly when the Roman soldiers came to take Him away.  
However, what is so amazing is that the Father Himself had to 
orchestrate the rest of the events to line up with the blueprint of 
prophecy and the dress rehearsal of the Feasts. Jesus could do 
nothing to help fix the outcome because He wasn’t able.
  
For example, the Law said that the Passover lamb used was not 
to have any bones broken (Exodus 12:46; Numbers 9:12; Psalms 
34:20).  Most of the time, a Roman soldier would break the legs of 
someone being crucified because they would try to use their legs 
to push up to get air. Without the help of their legs, they would 
die of suffocation.  This happened to the two thieves who were 
crucified next to Jesus.  They both had their legs broken (John 
19:30-37).  But when they came to Jesus, He was already dead, so 
there was no need.  Instead, they pierced his side, which allowed 
the blood and water to spill out.

In thinking about the Feast of Unleavened Bread, a few more 
things stand out.  First, it is impossible to be righteous without 
Christ, which most of us understand, and is why we ask Jesus 
to be our Savior.  Jesus Himself had to rely on the Father’s help 
to perfect prophecy concerning His birth, death, and resurrection.  
God worked miracles through time, weather, circumstances, as 
well as moving on the hearts of men.

Secondly, it is equally impossible to be a “perfect” Christian.  
If you have ever tried to edit a book, or made sure a room was 
germ free, or cleaned your house, you know how hard it is to get 
it completely free of dirt, errors, or invaders.  Getting rid of the 
leaven in our lives as Christians is all a part of the journey of 
“sanctification.” 65



Even though Jesus covers our sins, the wages of sin (death) has 
not been removed from our bodies as of yet.  We can rest knowing 
that JESUS was without ANY leaven.  HE alone is perfection.  
And in Him, we can abide in His perfection.  But it takes time for 
our soul to understand this truth.  And it will take Jesus coming 
back until we get bodies that have NO death in them but are a 
reflection of His glory.

“Your glorying is not good.  Do you not know that a little leaven 
leavens the whole lump?  Therefore, purge out the old leaven, 
that you may be a new lump, since you truly are unleavened.  For 
indeed Christ our Passover was sacrificed for us.  Therefore, let us 
keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice 
and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and 
truth” (1 Corinthians 5:6-8).

The greatest difference between the Old and New Covenant is 
this:  In the Old Covenant, man was trying to work at meeting the 
requirements of covenant with God.  But in the New Covenant, 
man rests in the knowledge that the requirements of covenant will 
be performed and perfected by God Himself.  The Old Covenant 
places trust in man’s effort.  The New Covenant places trust in 
God’s finished work.  When we get to the place in our hearts that 
we can rest in that knowledge, we have removed the “leaven” 
from our hearts and are “abiding in Christ alone.”

“I am the vine, you are the branches.  He who abides in Me, and 
I in Him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing” 
(John 15:5).
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Breakthrough
by Tamara Carroll
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THE FEAST OF FIRSTFRUITS

After Passover was celebrated, and the Feast of Unleavened Bread 
commenced, the children of Israel were instructed to celebrate a 
third Feast to “set apart” provision in the Lord’s honor.  This was the 
Feast of Firstfruits and was celebrated on the day after the weekly 
Sabbath following Passover, which was the FIRST day, (meaning 
Sunday) of the week.

The Feast of Unleavened Bread, which was a weeklong celebration, 
was still in progress while this third Feast was celebrated.  The Feast 
of Unleavened Bread prophesied to the world that Jesus was the 
“Bread of Life” as His sinless (unleavened) sacrifice would connect 
us to the source of life:

“I am the living bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats 
of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread that I shall give is 
My flesh, which I shall give for the life of the world” (John 6:51).

However, in order to make way for a harvest (Christians) to become 
like Him, Jesus had to die as a sinless sacrifice, take the keys of 
Hades (overcome death because He had no “leaven” in Him) and 
rise and present Himself as a “firstfruits offering” to the Father.
 
“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the 
ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much 
grain” (John 12:24).

The resurrection of Jesus was amazing.  But it had to go through the 
“set apart” process of becoming “holy and acceptable to the Father.”  
This completion process happened on the Feast of Firstfruits.

“For if the firstfruit is holy, the lump is also holy; and if the root is 
holy, so are the branches” (Romans 11:16).

The Gospel of John verifies this timing, and fulfillment of the Feast 
of Firstfruits.  After three days and nights since the crucifixion of 
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Christ, Mary visited the tomb early Sunday morning while it was 
STILL DARK.  Mary discovered the tomb open and empty, and 
began weeping.  Two angels appeared and said to her, “Woman, 
why are you weeping?”  Mary answered that she didn’t know where 
Jesus was, and when she turned to speak, Jesus was standing there 
but she didn’t recognize Him.  When she heard His voice, she knew 
it was Jesus, but He commanded her this:

“Do not cling to ME, for I have not yet ascended to My Father; but 
go to My brethren and say to them, ‘I am ascending to My Father 
and your Father, and to My God and your God’”(John 20:17). 

The reason Jesus had not yet ascended is because He was waiting 
to offer Himself up to the Father at the EXACT time the Firstfruits 
Offering was offered up by the High Priest to fulfill the Feast 
blueprint (Leviticus 23:11).  

“But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits 
of those who have fallen asleep” (1 Corinthians 15:20).

Later that evening, when He appeared to the disciples, Jesus showed 
them His hands and feet, ate and drank, and allowed Thomas to 
touch him.  He could do this now because He had already presented 
Himself as the “firstfruits” offering, the crowned High Priest and 
King, and was transformed into His glorified body.
 
Now Jesus could ascend and descend from heaven to earth to be 
seen by many witnesses, which He continued to do for 40 days.  
Afterwards, He ascended until the next SET TIME.  But between 
then and now, Jesus would send us a Helper, a “firstfruits” deposit 
of His glory, to comfort us.

“But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward 
those who are Christ’s at His coming” (1 Corinthians 15:23).

(A fascinating fact is that the Bible begins with the words, “In 
the beginning,” which means “Rosh” in Hebrew and translated as 
“firstfruits” Genesis 1:1).
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3 DAYS & 3 NIGHTS BETWEEN DEATH & RESURRECTION

Have you ever wondered why we have adopted a two-day blueprint 
of the Lord’s death and resurrection by celebrating Good Friday 
and then Easter Sunday, and yet Jesus prophesied Himself that His 
SIGN would be three days and three nights?

“For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the 
great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in 
the heart of the earth” (Matthew 12:40).

It is so difficult for Christians to unlearn the idea that Jesus died 
on a Friday, or that we need to celebrate His death on a Friday.  
But God’s calendar is a lunar calendar, and even though Passover 
is always celebrated on Nisan 14, it doesn’t fall on the same day 
of the week each year.  SO, WHAT DAY OF THE WEEK DID 
JESUS DIE?

In order for us to answer that question as we look at God’s Word, 
we must first recognize that there were TWO Sabbaths that existed 
during the week Jesus died and rose from the dead.  The first was 
the “Sabbath” of the Feast of Unleavened bread (Leviticus 23:6), 
also called a “High Holy Day:”

“Therefore, because it was the Preparation Day, that the bodies 
should not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath 
was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be 
broken, and that they might be taken away”(John 19:31).

The second was the weekly Sabbath:

“Now after the Sabbath, as the first day of the week began to 
dawn, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to see the tomb” 
(Matthew 28:1)

Before both the Feast and weekly Sabbath, the Hebrews had what 
they called a “Preparation Day” in which all the work was done so 
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they could “rest and cease from work” as the Lord commanded on 
these “holy days.”   The first Preparation Day was to prepare for 
the Passover and then immediately following the first day of the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread:

“That day was the Preparation, and the Sabbath (First day of the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread) drew near” (Luke 23:54).

The second Preparation Day they prepared for was the weekly 
Sabbath that went from Friday, at sundown, to Saturday, at 
sundown.  It was the weekly Sabbath that the Scriptures refer to 
when the women came to the tomb after their Sabbath and found 
it opened:

“Now when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the 
mother of James, and Salome bought spices that they might come 
and anoint Him. Very early in the morning, on the first day of 
the week, they came to the tomb when the sun had risen” (Mark 
16:12).

Reviewing the events that transpired, Jesus died at 3PM before 
the Passover meal, becoming the sacrificial lamb for the Passover 
(John 1:29). During the day he was crucified, it was considered a 
“Preparation Day” until sundown.

It became dark for three hours between 12-3PM prior to when 
Jesus died.
  
“Now it was about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over all 
the earth until the ninth hour” (Luke 23:44).

It may be that the darkness prevented the Passover sacrifice in the 
temple to be killed before Christ’s death in order to fulfill John 
the Baptist’s proclamation that Jesus was THE sacrificial Passover 
lamb.

“Behold!  The Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” 
(John 1:29). 71



The Jewish historian, Flavius Josephus, states that the killing of the 
Lamb was between 3-5PM. This was after Jesus died at 3:01PM. 
Joseph of Arimathea offered to use his empty tomb to bury the 
body before sundown because it had to be done before the “High 
Holy Day” of the Feast of Unleavened Bread started (Matthew 
27:57-60). This tomb was in a nearby garden.

Mary, Mary, and Salome went out after the “High Holy Day” on 
Friday morning to buy spices and oils to put on Jesus’ body that 
was in the tomb. That day they prepared the spices. By evening, 
they had to “rest” because it was the weekly Sabbath. Once the 
weekly Sabbath was over (Saturday, at sundown), they were able 
to visit the tomb with the spices. They went to the tomb while it 
was still dark, very early on Sunday morning, the first day of the 
week, and discovered the tomb empty.

“Now on the FIRST day of the week Mary Magdalene went to the 
tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been 
taken away from the tomb” (John 20:1).

According to the Law, The Feast of Firstfruits always followed 
the Sabbath that came after Passover, which was celebrated on the 
first day of the week, or the “eighth day” (known as Sunday.) The 
Priest was to take a sheaf of the firstfruits of everyone’s harvest 
and wave the sheaf before the Lord to be accepted on their behalf 
(Leviticus 23:10-12).

It also goes on to say that when they wave the sheaf offering, they 
were to also offer a male lamb of the first year, without blemish, as 
a burnt offering (consecration) to the Lord.

Jesus (the Lamb of God), the “Firstfruits” to be raised from the 
dead, presented Himself to the Father on that FIRST day of the 
week (Sunday) at the same time the priest offered the firstfruits 
offering to the Lord.

Using the Feast blueprint, the year Jesus fulfilled these Spring 
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Feasts, Passover was at twilight on Wednesday, followed 
immediately by the “High Holy Day” of the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread.  Three days and three nights later brings us to the end of 
the Sabbath (Saturday evening at sundown), and the beginning 
of the “first day” (beginning Saturday evening sundown until 
Sunday evening sundown).  Jesus then offered Himself up as 
the “Firstfruits,” making way for a holy union for people to be 
reunited with God through His sacrifice.

Knowing Jesus died on a Wednesday doesn’t cause us to change 
and now to celebrate Passover only on Wednesday’s now instead 
of “Good Friday” we are accustomed to.   Following the Hebrew 
Covenant Calendar each year calls us to honor Passover on the day 
God told us to which is the 14th day of Nisan.  That day changes 
each year in accordance with the lunar calendar.  However, the 
Feast of Firstfruits is ALWAYS celebrated on Sunday.

“He shall wave the sheaf before the Lord, to be accepted on your 
behalf; on the day after the Sabbath [Sunday] the priest shall 
wave it” (Leviticus 23:11).

There is much controversy about what day Jesus actually died.  
Some scholars will share that the three days and three nights was 
just a phrase used in the culture in those days and was not literal.  
But even in the story of Jonah, which the Lord Himself references 
when speaking, the days and nights are specifically laid out.

“Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah.  And 
Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights” 
(Jonah 1:17).

One thing we do know in studying church history is that Good 
Friday and Easter were introduced in the 3rd and 4th Century AD.  
While the pagan holidays were being celebrated on those days, the 
leaders of the Church decided to create these holidays to lure some 
of the people who were following pagan deities toward Christ.  In 
the end, they created the very thing they were opposing: a man-
made holiday. 73
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40 DAYS, AND THEN…

On Day 40, Jesus instructed the disciples, before He ascended into 
heaven, to go to Jerusalem and wait for the Promise of the Father 
(Acts 1:4).

Forty days earlier, Jesus had died on the cross on Passover 
and became the Passover Lamb.  Three days later, Jesus rose 
and presented Himself to the Father on the Feast of Firstfruits. 
Afterwards, Jesus returned to show Himself to His disciples, 
encouraging their faith, and commissioning them to build the 
Kingdom of God here on the earth (John 19-21).

“to whom He (Jesus) also presented Himself alive after His 
suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by them during 
forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of 
God” (Acts 1:3).

During the forty days after Christ’s resurrection, the disciples 
went through their final training with the Great Teacher. They 
had the chance to examine the measure of their faith and use this 
time to solidify their understanding of the Kingdom of God before 
they graduated to the Lord’s “Apostleship.” Some of the disciples 
needed the Lord’s personal encouragement, like Thomas.

“Jesus said to him, ‘Thomas, because you have seen Me, you 
have believed.  Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
believed’” (John 20:29).

When Christ ascended on the 40th day, it marked the beginning of 
the multiplicity of authority of apostleship, from Christ (the Chief 
Apostle and Prophet), to the disciples.  No longer was this New 
Covenant going to be executed by Christ (The Head) alone.  It was 
now going to include a multitude of “little-Christs” (His Body) 
covering the earth with the Father’s message.

However, there would be a ten-day period of preparation to get 

75



ready for the “Anointed One” to “seal” the disciples with His 
power, truth, and authority.   Christ Himself would prophesy about 
this great and powerful transaction:

“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1: 8).

The disciples had some work to do to get ready for “graduation 
day.”  First, they had to shift their mindsets to be a student of 
Jesus Christ (Anointed One), to becoming “like Christ” in the 
community.  It was the disciples’ turn to now build upon what 
Jesus had taught them through His word and actions, which would 
cause them to carry His name, “Christ-ian.”

Next, the disciples had to position themselves to prosper in what 
they were commissioned to do. They had to go to Jerusalem and 
wait.  They had to come together in one accord.  They had to pray 
to seek for God’s provision. And they had some business to take 
care of: finding God’s replacement for Judas Iscariot.  All of this 
preparation made way for the coming “provision” of the Lord.

“However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide 
you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but 
whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to 
come” (John 16:13).

Lastly, they had to wait, trusting God would perform His Word.
 
“But those who wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength, 
they all mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be 
weary, they shall walk and not faint” (Isaiah 40:31).

Even though Jerusalem was a hostile environment for the disciples 
to gather and wait, it was the “appointed place” that God had 
already established as His city in which His presence would 
abide.  It was also the city in which God’s people would gather 
together corporately to honor the Feasts “set times,” which He had 
established to be a sign of fulfillment of His redemption.76



People were pouring into Jerusalem, a cosmopolitan, international 
city, all throughout the week to celebrate the Feast of Pentecost, 
without a clue that God was about to take center stage and fulfill 
this Feast. (God called these Feasts “holy convocations,” which 
actually means dress rehearsal). God was about to pour out His 
glory to make way for the building of the “New Jerusalem.” As the 
Temple would be destroyed forty years later, the Lord already had 
His solution for the rebuilding of the Temple that would never be 
destroyed again, and had even prophesied of it:

“We heard Him say, ‘I will destroy this temple made with 
hands, and within three days I will build another made without 
hands.’”(Mark 14:58).

This Temple was not going to be made by man, but by God 
Himself, choosing those whom He knew, to be a home for His 
presence to dwell in their “temple” (BODY).

“Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not 
your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God 
in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s” (1 Corinthians 
6:19,20).

As Jesus Christ, the Master Craftsman, had fashioned twelve 
“living stones” to build the Kingdom of God, the Apostles were 
equipped to continue the building process through their faith and 
obedience (1 Peter 2:5).

“Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, 
but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household 
of God, having been built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the Chief Cornerstone, in 
which the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy 
temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together for a 
dwelling place of God in the Spirit” (Ephesians 2:19-22).
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No longer would God’s people need to go to Jerusalem to 
experience His presence, nor sacrifice animals to make themselves 
holy.  God’s new plan was to “tabernacle” in the temple of the 
believer through the holy sacrifice of Christ.

“But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with 
the greater and more perfect tabernacle no made with hands, that 
is, not of this creation” (Hebrews 9:11).
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50 DAY MARKER:  OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT PARALLEL

Beginning with the Feast of Firstfruits, which is always on the first 
day of the week following Passover, God instructed the children 
of Israel to count fifty days (or seven Sabbaths) to the time they 
were to celebrate the fourth Feast called the “Feast of Weeks,” or 
most commonly known as Pentecost.

“And you shall count for yourselves from the day after the 
Sabbath, from the day that your brought the sheaf of the wave 
offering: seven Sabbaths shall be completed.   Count fifty days to 
the day after the seventh Sabbath; then you shall offer a new grain 
offering to the Lord” (Lev.iticus 23:15,16).

These fifty days were a significant reminder of the timespan 
between leaving Egypt and coming to the base of Mt. Sinai 
(Exodus 15-19).
  
“In the third month after the children of Israel had gone out of 
the land of Egypt, on the same day, they came to the Wilderness of 
Sinai” (Exodus 19:1).

On the 50th day in the Old Testament, God revealed Himself by 
fire after speaking to the Israelites His proposal of marriage:

“And Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet with God 
and they stood at the foot of the mountain.  Now Mount Sinai was 
completely in smoke because the Lord descended upon it in fire. 
It’s smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole 
mountain quaked greatly” (Exodus 19:17,18).

On the 50th day in the New Testament, the disciples were gathered 
together in the “Upper Room” when the Holy Spirit came upon 
them like fire:

“And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing 
mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.  
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Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one 
sat upon each other them” (Acts 2:2-4).

Within the 50-day blueprint, God chose to “court” the Hebrews 
in the wilderness by revealing His love through His provision and 
protection, meeting their needs and kindling their faith in Him, 
even while they were complaining.

In the New Testament, Jesus revealed Himself to the disciples 
intimately after His resurrection, showing them His hands and 
feet; eating, sharing, and encouraging the disciples He loved.
  
So how did God reveal Himself to the Hebrews in the fifty-day 
wilderness journey to Mount Sinai that was reflective of Christ 
Himself, coming in the flesh to restore that bond of love?
  
One of the first ways God revealed Himself is when He performed 
a miracle by turning bitter waters sweet:
 
“So Moses cried out to the Lord, and the Lord showed him a tree.  
When he cast it into the waters, the waters were made sweet” 
(Exodus 15:25).

In addition, God released water in the desert:

“Then they came to Elim, where there were twelve wells of water 
and seventy palm trees, so they camped there by the waters” 
(Exodus 15:27).

Jesus would later reveal Himself in this pattern through the New 
Covenant.  Those who were thirsty for truth and believed in Him 
would receive His living water. Christians would then have the 
ability to use that life flow to reach out to others with God’s love.

“And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the 
water of life freely” (Revelation 22:17).

After God provided water in the wilderness, the Israelites soon 80



complained about being hungry. God revealed Himself again 
through the supernatural manna:

“Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Behold, I will rain bread from 
heaven for you.  And the people shall go out and gather a certain 
quota every day, that I may test them, whether they will walk in 
MY law or not” (Exodus 16:4).

This bread that fell from the sky, known as “manna,” would be 
the tool God would use to introduce the Sabbath rest, prophesying 
of Jesus, the Lord of the Sabbath, whom by His sacrifice, 
would provide rest for all creation in heaven and earth through 
reconciliation with the Father.

“Then Moses said, ‘Eat that today, for today is a Sabbath to the 
Lord; today you will not find it in the field.  Six days you shall 
gather it, but on the seventh day, the Sabbath, there will be none” 
(Exodus 16:25,26).

Jesus would later declare that He was the Lord of the Sabbath 
(Luke 6:5), and that He was our provision, telling us He was the 
“bread of life” for those who believed in Him:

“I am the living bread which came down from heaven.  If anyone 
eats of this bread, he will live forever, and the bread that I shall 
give is My flesh, which I shall give for the life of the world” (John 
6:51).

The third time God revealed Himself intimately in the midst of 
the fifty-day wilderness journey was when He provided protection 
and strength when the Amalekites were attacking the Israelites.

“Now Amalek came and fought with Israel in Rephidim.  And 
Moses said to Joshua, ‘Choose us some men and go out, fight with 
Amalek.  Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod 
of God in my hand.....So Joshua defeated Amalek and his people 
with the edge of the sword” (Exodus 17:8,9,13).
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Jesus would conquer Satan through His death and resurrection, 
taking dominion over the enemy permanently, and giving us the 
ability to have dominion over the enemy as well:

“And what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us 
who believe, according to the working of His mighty power, which 
He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and 
seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all 
principality and power and might and dominion…” (Ephesians 
1:19-21).

Jesus perfected the pattern “...which are a shadow of things to 
come, but the substance is of Christ” (Colossians 2:17).
 
As we can see through the whole wilderness experience and the 
New Testament disciples, the people God chose lost heart and 
complained, even after experiencing God’s miracles.  And yet, 
God continued to choose them.   If we know Christ, He chose 
us as well, not because of our faithfulness, but because He loves 
us, flaws and all.  As we begin to recognize how Christ IS the 
substance of these Feast blueprints, our hearts are moved to set 
aside time to give thanks and to honor our Savior.

“You did not choose Me, but I chose you, and appointed you that 
you should go and bear fruits, and that your fruit” (John 15:16).
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by Tamara Carroll
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FEAST OF PENTECOST – PART 1
An Overall Look at the Meaning and Blueprint

The Feast of Pentecost is also known as the Feast of Harvest, Feast 
of Weeks, as well as Shavuot (Exodus 23:16; 34:22; Leviticus 
23:16). This feast marked the beginning of the early wheat 
harvest, seven weeks after Passover.  Pentecost, which is the 
Greek translation and means “fiftieth,” commemorates the giving 
of the Law, otherwise known as the Torah, which is the first five 
books of the Bible.

After departing Egypt and surviving the wilderness through 
supernatural acts of God (the parting of the Red Sea, manna from 
heaven, bitter water made sweet, and the Lord defending the 
Israelites from attacks), the Children of Israel finally arrived at 
Mount Sinai fifty days later.

“In the third month after the children of Israel had gone out of 
the land of Egypt, on the same day, they came to the Wilderness of 
Sinai” (Exodus 19:1).

The Israelites camped at the base of Mt. Sinai while Moses went 
up to speak to God.  God then told Moses to remind the people 
of all the amazing things God had done to “court” His people 
to reveal His love and His ability to take care of them, as their 
“Groom.”  He also told Moses to ask the people (nation of Israel) 
if they would marry Him:

“Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My VOICE and keep My 
covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all 
people; for the earth is Mine.  And you shall be to Me a kingdom 
of priests and a HOLY NATION.” (Exodus 19:5,6).

This was a special invitation as a nation of people to accept the 
Lord as their God, King, Husband, Priest, and Provider. Upon 
their “Yes” response, their commitment in turn would be to honor 
God’s voice and obey Him.  This union would open up heaven’s 
gates to prosper and bless a people, and a “promised” land where 
God would dwell with them.84



The transaction of the prophetic word that had been given to 
Abraham declaring, “In you all the nations of the earth shall be 
blessed” (Galatians 3:8) was about to consummate.

In short, this was God’s SET TIME that He was going to multiply 
His promise to Abraham, from an individual SEED promise, to 
a “national” SEED promise.  This is so key to understanding 
the significance of the Feast of Pentecost in the New Testament, 
because the perfected blueprint went from fulfillment of God’s 
Covenant plan through an individual Seed (Christ) to a national 
Seed (CHRISTIAN NATION, meaning, a multitude of Christians).  
Therefore, it was this SET TIME in the blueprint of God’s storyline 
that He conceived His corporate (national) promise.

In order to follow the trail of this courtship and why this is taking 
place at Mount Sinai, we need to go back to the “founder of our 
faith, Abraham” (Romans 4:16). Abraham accepted by FAITH the 
things God spoke to him concerning establishing a covenant with 
him and his family.  Abraham did not have to do anything to meet 
this requirement of being chosen except to have faith in what God 
said:

“No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall 
be Abraham; for I have made you a father of many nations.  I 
will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make NATIONS 
of you, and kings shall come from you.  And I will establish My 
covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you in 
their generations, for an everlasting covenant to be God to you 
and your descendants after you: (Genesis 17:5-7).

God originally made this promise in Genesis 12 with Abram.  
Years later, God changed his name from Abram (exalted father of a 
family), to Abraham (Father of many nations) because the covenant 
was going to extend past his immediate family.  Abraham’s son 
Isaac would be the inheritor of this promise, as the Lord said, “In 
Isaac your SEED shall be called” (Hebrews 11:18).
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Isaac then begot Jacob, and Jacob had telve sons who became 
known as the “Israelites.” The Israelites inherited that name 
because God also changed Jacob’s name to Israel, which translated 
means, “one whom understands that God rules” (Genesis 28:34; 
35:10).

Years later, over two million Israelites were at the base of Mt. Sinai, 
and God was about to unite them all into ONE NATION, giving 
them a blueprint to be a community that functioned together as 
God would instruct; in one rhythm and heartbeat so that the world 
could see their Groom; the “God of Abraham.”

God had also prophesied to Abraham in Genesis 15 that 400 years 
after the people were afflicted in Egypt, He would deliver them.  
This would then become the “sign” of when God would elevate 
His promise to Abraham to national level.

“Then He said to Abram, ‘Know certainly that your descendants 
will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them 
and they will afflict them four hundred years’” Genesis 15:13).

400 years later, the nation was gathered at Mt. Sinai, listening 
to God’s proposal, and accepting it “by faith” like their Father 
Abraham.  God then instructed Moses to tell the people to 
“consecrate themselves,” for in three days, God would descend 
from Mt. Sinai so they could hear (see) His voice.

“Then it came to pass, on the third day, in the morning, that 
there were thunderings, and lightnings, and a thick cloud on the 
mountain; and the SOUND of the trumpet was very loud, so that 
all the people who were in the camp trembled” (Exodus 19:16).

When the trumpet sounded loudly, the Israelites ran to the foot of 
the mountain to meet God.

“Out of heaven He let you hear His voice, that He might instruct 
you: on earth He showed you His great fire, and you heard His 
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words out of the midst of the fire” (Deuteronomy 4:36).
“The Lord talked with you face to face on the mountain from the 
midst of the fire” (Deuteronomy 5:4).

“The voice of the Lord divides the flames of fire” (Psalm 29:7).

The mixed multitude that came out of Egypt saw the tongues of 
fire and heard God’s voice in their own language.  The translation 
of “seeing voices” came through as thunder and lightnings:

“Now Mt. Sinai was completely in smoke because the Lord 
descended upon it in fire.  Its smoke ascended like the smoke of 
a furnace and the whole mountain quaked greatly.  And when the 
blast of the trumpet sounded long and became louder and louder, 
Moses spoke, and God answered him by voice.  Then the Lord 
came down upon Mt. Sinai, on the top of the mountain (Exodus 
19:18-20).

Do you remember reading in the Book of Acts about the sound 
of the mighty rushing wind that came on the Day of Pentecost, 
in the Upper Room?  This was the SAME day in God’s Hebrew 
Covenant Calendar, years later from the day they were at the base 
of Mt. Sinai, that Christ would begin this covenantal national 
blueprint.

CHRIST had instructed His disciples, as Moses did, to get ready 
and prepare themselves, and then wait:

“And being assembled together with them, He commanded them 
not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the 
Father, which He said, you have heard from Me; for John truly 
baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit 
not many days from now....But you shall receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to he end of the 
earth” (Acts 1:4-8).
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SUDDENLY, the Holy Spirit came upon the twelve disciples, at 
the same SET TIME that Mt. Sinai had been filled with fire in the 
Old Testament.  The people in Jerusalem, who had travelled from 
afar to celebrate the Feast of Pentecost, were awakened to what 
was going on in the Upper Room and came to see.

“When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with 
one accord in one place.  And suddenly there came a sound from 
heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house 
where they were sitting.  Then there appeared to them divided 
tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them.  And they 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other 
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance” (Acts. 2:1-4). 

The Jews who had gathered in the international cosmopolitan 
Jerusalem knew of a day when this would happen.  This is because 
God had established His Covenant Calendar blueprint to gather, at 
His SET TIME, when the Promises made to Abraham would be 
perfected.  God used the Feasts schedule to prepare them, like a 
“dress rehearsal,” throughout the years between Mt. Sinai and the 
Day of Pentecost in the Upper Room:

“Count fifty days to the day after the seventh Sabbath; then you 
shall offer a new grain offering to the Lord.  You shall bring from 
your dwellings two waves loaves of two-tenths of an ephah.  They 
shall be of fine flour; they shall be baked with leaven.  They are the 
firstfruits to the Lord” (Leviticus 23:16,17).

God also used Jeremiah to prophesy of this Pentecost fulfillment:

“Behold, the days are coming says the Lord, when I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah 
- not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in 
the day that I took them by the hand and lead them out of the land 
of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, thought I was a husband 
to them, says the Lord” (Jeremiah 31:31-33).

“But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, says the Lord:  I will put My law in their minds, 88



and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall 
be My people” (Hebrews 10:16).

The blueprint of the Feast of Pentecost would show us, through the 
understanding of its firstfruits wheat offering, that this fulfillment 
of Pentecost would ONLY be the beginning (deposit of guarantee) 
of the perfecting of the national marriage covenant promise God 
had made at Mt. Sinai.

If you study the Pentecost firstfruits offering, it was the ONLY 
sacrifice that was offered and acceptable with “leaven.” This 
offering symbolized believers in Christ today who are holy and 
acceptable through Christ’s sacrifice, but our sinful or “leavened” 
bodies have yet to been transformed.

“For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait 
for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly 
body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according 
to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to 
Himself” (Philippians 3:20,21).

Therefore, we can REST knowing there is soon coming a day, 
during the fulfillment of the Feast of Tabernacles, that we 
believers will experience the FULL manifestation of this covenant 
of marriage.  We will be able to stand in the presence of God in 
our glorified bodies, as well as stand before men as “sons of light.”
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FEAST OF PENTECOST – PART 2
Difference Between Old and New Covenant “Pentecost”

God has a royal wedding He has been preparing and planning for 
His Bride, and its invitation went out as soon as the disciples were 
baptized with “the Promise” on the Day of Pentecost.

In Part 1 of the Feast of Pentecost, I focused primarily on the 
similarities between the Old and New Pentecost blueprint. Let’s 
now explore some of their differences.

The first difference is easy to identify.  In the Old Covenant, the 
execution of God’s Covenant, and the revealing of Himself by fire 
had an inherent problem that kept Him separated from His “Bride” 
-SIN.  Therefore, the people could see and hear God, but they 
could not get near God.

God always knew He needed a solution to cleanse and remove the 
sin that separated Himself from His bride. Without that solution, 
God’s consuming fire would destroy His bride instead of glorify 
her.  This is why God instructed Moses to bring only himself and 
Aaron  up the mountain to meet with Him, so that everyone else 
wouldn’t die.

“Then the Lord said to him (Moses), ‘Away!’ Get down and then 
come up, you and Aaron with you.  But do not let the priest and 
the people break through to come up to the Lord, lest He break out 
against them.”  (Exodus 19:24).

The second difference is that the Israelites chose to reject God’s 
voice and go through a mediator instead, God was going to have 
to restore His voice through a mediator. After Moses read the 
“Tablets of Covenant” to the people, which was God’s marriage 
vows written by His finger, the Israelites responded to Him in fear:

“Now all the people witnessed the thunderings, the lightning 
flashes, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking; and 
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when the people saw it, they trembled [feared], and stood afar off.  
Then they said to Moses, ‘You speak with us, and we will hear, but 
let know God speak with us, lest we die.’  And Moses said to the 
people, ‘Do not fear; for God has come to test you, and that His 
fear may be before you so that you may not sin.’  So THE PEOPLE 
STOOD AFAR OFF, but Moses drew near the thick darkness where 
God was” (Exodus 20:18-21).

We can now understand why the voice of God was still only heard 
through those selected by God in the Old Testament, even after 
this betrothal.

If you notice from the Scriptures above, Moses was the ONLY one 
who drew near to the Lord, while the others withdrew away from 
the Lord out of fear.  Moses walked into darkness, knowing God 
was in it.  The people saw darkness and ran for cover.

Through their rejection of God’s voice, it was then established 
that a mediator was to remain between God and themselves.  
Moses would then become a symbol and pattern of how Jesus 
would perfect this marriage covenant as the mediator of the New 
Covenant and unite us with the original promise of His voice, His 
fire, His presence, and His desire to permanently dwell with His 
Covenant people.

These Scriptures also then explain why the nation of Israel had to 
fight with their hands and not by the “sword of the Spirit, which 
is the word/voice of God” to gain dominion in the Promised Land 
(Ephesians 6:17). As believers who have been baptized with the 
Holy Spirit, we now have access to take dominion by His Word 
over the enemy and not through the blood of our own hands.

Finally, we see the difference between the Old and New through 
God’s mercy and grace.  In the new Day of Pentecost, the Lord 
kept His promise to the people instead of the people trying to keep 
their promise to God and failing to be able to do it:

91



“For you have not come to the mountain that may be touched and 
that burned with fire, and to blackness and darkness and tempest, 
and the sound of a trumpet and the voice of words, so that those 
who heard it begged that the word should not be spoken to them 
anymore.  For they could not endure what was commanded,  ‘And 
if so much as a beast touches the mountain, it shall be stoned or 
shot with an arrow.’ And so terrifying was the sight that Moses 
said, ‘I am exceedingly afraid and trembling’” (Hebrews 12:18-
21).

“But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living 
God, the HEAVENLY JERUSALEM, to an innumerable company 
of angels, to the general assembly and the church of the firstborn 
who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the 
spirits of just men made perfect, to Jesus the Mediator of the New 
Covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things 
than that of Abel.
See that you do not refuse Him who speaks. For if they did not 
escape who refused Him who spoke on earth, much more shall we 
not escape if we turn away from Him who speaks from heaven, 
whose voice then shook the earth; but now He has promised, saying, 
‘Yet once more I shake; not only the earth, but also heaven.’  Now 
this, ‘Yet once more,’ indicates the removal of those things that 
are being shaken, as of things that are made, that the things which 
cannot be shaken may remain.  Therefore, since we are receiving 
a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which 
we may serve God acceptably with reverence and Godly fear.  For 
our God is a consuming fire” (Hebrews 12:22-29).

We are now coming into a greater understanding of the “national 
covenant of God.”  It is with an understanding of the purpose of 
the Feast’s blueprint, and a people abiding in His set times that we 
will be able to see the New Jerusalem taking shape on the earth.  
This New Jerusalem was conceived on the Day of Pentecost, when 
Jesus sent us the Holy Spirit of Promise to dwell in our bodies.  
This national covenant began multiplying throughout the world 
through His disciples.
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Our role as His “living stones,” His royal priesthood, and His 
“holy nation,” who God called out of the dark, and drew into His 
marvelous light, is to abide in His ways and to be ready in our 
hearts for His return (1 Peter 2:9).

“Give unto the Lord, O you mighty ones, give unto the Lord glory 
and strength.  Give unto the Lord the glory due to His name; 
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.  The VOICE of the 
Lord is over the waters; The God of glory thunders; the Lord is 
over many waters.  The VOICE of the Lord is powerful; the voice 
of the Lord is full of majesty” (Psalm 29:1-4).

Blossom
by Tamara Carroll

93



THE “PREGNANT” PERIOD

Now that we have learned about the four Spring Feasts, you might 
be wondering what is the next SET TIME in the Hebrew Calendar?  
The answer to that question is the set time of the “pregnant period” 
between the Spring and Fall Feasts (A Seed growing in the secret 
place).

In order to understand the purpose of the “pregnant period,” let’s 
go back to history, to the last Spring Feast Jesus fulfilled, to gain 
some perspective.

Once the Holy Spirit (the SEAL/SIGN) filled the disciples with 
God’s power in the Upper Room at Pentecost, the disciples then 
dispersed and multiplied the message of Christ our Savior to the 
nations.  This infilling was so powerful that 5,000 men of different 
languages heard their own tongue and were added to the Church 
that day! The gospel has spread to the ends of the earth, and those 
who have faith that Jesus is Lord have been “justified in Christ.”

In the process of multiplying believers, God has determined the 
exact number of “body parts” He will use in forming the “Body 
of Christ.”

“For as the body is one and has many members, but all the 
members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is 
Christ” (1 Corinthians 12:12).

This process has taken (so far) about 2,000 years, and we are 
approaching its completion, marked by many earthly signs. One of 
the signs that will indicate the completion of this “pregnant period” 
will be the exposure and demise of the “Mystery of Babylon.”

“After these things I saw another angel coming down from heaven, 
having great authority, and the earth was illuminated with his 
glory.  And he cried mightily with a loud voice, saying, ‘Babylon 
the great is fallen, is fallen, and has become a dwelling place 
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of demons, a prison for every found spirit, and a cage for every 
unclean and hated bird!  For all the nations have drunk of the wine 
of the wrath of her fornication, the kings of the earth have omitted 
fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth have become 
rich though the abundance of her luxury” (Revelation 18:1-3).

Another sign will be when the nations come against Jerusalem.

“For I will gather all the nations to battle against Jerusalem; The 
city shall be taken, The houses rifled, And the women ravished. 
Half of the city shall go into captivity, But the remnant of the 
people shall not be cut off from the city” (Zechariah 14:2).

A significant last sign will be the sound of the “trumpet,” which 
will announce the completion of this “pregnant period,” as well as 
welcome the coming King.

“And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet and 
they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one 
end of the heaven to the other” (Matthew 24:31).

God said he would also give us signs through the sun, moon, and 
stars to indicate the end of this period (Genesis 1:14; Matthew 
24:29).

“Immediately, after the tribulation of those days, the sun will 
be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will 
fall from heaven and the powers of the heavens will be shaken” 
(Matthew 24:29).

We have had plenty of signs in the sky these past few years.  
Since the Hebrew Calendar is established according to the moon, 
the moon in particular will give us God’s signs of fulfilling His 
Covenant Promises.

“He appointed the moon for seasons” (Psalm 104:19).
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Recall the “blood” moons that occurred two years in a row falling 
on Feast Days in 2014, 2015.  Then we had the epic 2017 total 
solar eclipse when the sun, moon and earth line up with each other 
on the NEW MOON.  In January of 2018, we had a “super blue 
moon.” And August of 2018, on Firstfruits (New Moon), we had 
another partial solar eclipse, followed by one of the most intense 
annual meteor showers, known as “The Perseids.”   This meteor 
shower produced up to sixty shooting stars an hour at their peak.

This “pregnant period” between the Spring and Fall Feasts is the 
time God allotted for the “birthing of body parts” to find their 
identity, purpose, submission, and connection to the “HEAD.”  

During the “pregnant period,” we cannot SEE the bigger picture of 
how God will take these body parts and form them into ONE, just 
as we cannot SEE a mother’s baby in her womb.  The corporate 
birth will happen when the Lord returns.

“Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually”
(1 Corinthians 12:27).

The Bible states that Jesus is the HEAD and we who have been 
saved by grace are HIS BODY.  But if you look around today, we 
have many so called “bodies of Christ” which are distinguished by 
denominations and doctrines, so we have obviously not connected 
together into ONE.  For many of us who have been to so many 
different denominations and have seen good and bad, this is 
somewhat of a relief.

“Therefore, my brethren, you also have become dead to the law 
through the body of Christ, that you may be married to another—
to Him who was raised from the dead, that we should bear fruit to 
God” (Romans 7:4).

The process the body of Christ is in right now is the Lord’s 
“sanctification process.” Each “body part” of Christ is wrestling 
to conform to the image of Christ so it can follow the HEAD: 
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CHRIST!  Our spirit is holy and “turned on” as believers, but 
our soul (mind, will and emotions) must go through a process of 
transformation to become like our “Father in heaven.” 

Jesus did only what the Father said and did.  Christians must become 
like Christ, and this must become their goal.  This transformation 
comes with a wrestling with our old nature that gravitates toward 
sin and the desires of the flesh that crave control.

As I have mentioned previously, the “firstfruits” offering of 
Pentecost is the only offering that allowed leaven (Leviticus 
23:17).  This was forbidden in all other offerings, as it represented 
sin.  But it was a blueprint that foreshadowed us as believers in 
this “pregnant period.”

God accepts us as righteous before Him through Christ, even 
though we are still wrestling with our sinful natures that still need 
crucifying.  It’s not until Jesus returns that we can abide fully in 
His nature in our new glorified bodies.  When the Lord returns, we 
should see Him as He is because we shall be like Him.  And so, the 
Pentecost “firstfruits” offering shows us that we are acceptable to 
the Lord, in this present state we are in, because of His righteousness 
imputed upon us UNTIL Christ returns (Romans 4:23,24).

Sanctification is the ONLY process that requires our partnership 
with the Lord.  Being justified in Christ comes free through His 
grace and what Christ already did.  Getting glorified bodies is 
also promised regardless of our obedience (1 Corinthians 15:54).  
But the sanctification process requires our willingness to humble 
ourselves and allow God to make us disciples, which is a complete 
surrender that will produce rewards.  The greatest of these 
rewards will be to reign with Christ in the Millennium (Revelation 
2:7,10,11,17,26-28).

“That each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in 
sanctification and honor” (1 Thessalonians 4:4).

97



This waiting period that we are calling the “pregnant pause” is 
designed to build our character, our faith, and our trust in the 
Lord.  This process reveals what is inside of us all in our sinful 
nature that needs to be sanctified.  Through the tests and trials 
of the sanctification process, the reward of increased “REST” in 
knowing who God is grows in our hearts.  This prepares our hearts 
for the fulfillment of the Fall Feasts up ahead (Hebrews 4:9-12).

In the book of Revelation, the writer John describes the goal of 
this process of sanctification.  John uses a bride and a wedding 
celebration to describe what it will be like to finally be “ONE” 
body/nation with the Lord at the fulfillment of the “Feast of 
Tabernacles.”
 
“Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage 
of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.  And 
to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, 
for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints” (Revelation 
19:7-9).

Christians today all have in them individually the hope of eternal 
life with the Lord.  We all are waiting for our bodies to become 
glorified and somehow all become united with the Lord.  But we 
cannot attain that complete transformation until Jesus returns to 
fulfill the Fall Feasts. 
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OVERVIEW OF THE FALL FEASTS

The last three out of seven Feasts of the Lord are celebrated in 
the seventh month, known as Tishrei, of the Hebrew Covenant 
Calendar.  Typically, these last three are collectively referred to 
as the Fall Feasts, but singularly they are known as the Feast of 
Trumpets, Day of Atonement, and the Feast of Tabernacles. 
 
In short, the Feast of Trumpets announces the commencement of 
the Fall Feasts, and the trumpet is blown to awaken God’s people 
that the King (Jesus) is coming.  The Day of Atonement follows ten 
days later and is the one day of the year God chose for the nation 
to repent for their sins (The Lord’s “National Day of Prayer”). 
The Feast of Tabernacles is an eight-day grand finale of a joyful 
celebration of the harvest, and the promise of receiving glorified 
bodies and “dwelling” with the Lord.

The three Fall Feasts reveal the pattern and purpose of God’s 
SET TIMES when Jesus will return to finalize His Dominion 
(Kingdom) and to rule the nations (Matthew 6:6-9).  During His 
1,000-year reign, Christ will utilize His “Firstfruits” remnant to 
establish His righteousness in the earth (Revelation 5:9,10).

The Fall Feasts reveal the events, purpose, and timing when Christ 
returns that are corporate in nature and a fulfillment of the promise 
given in the Bible to Abraham and his descendants.

“As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and you shall be 
a father of many nations.  No longer shall your name be called 
Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you 
a father of many nations.  I will make you exceedingly fruitful; 
and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you…” 
(Genesis 17:4-6).

Given that Abraham was promised “nations,” the Lord is not 
just coming back for the land of Israel.  There are nations He is 
returning for, particularly those who have multiplied His Kingdom 
on the earth.
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“Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken from you 
and given to a nation bearing the fruits of it” (Matthew 21:43).

The Scriptures indicate that God will use the “Feasts of Tabernacles” 
as a SIGN to distinguish those nations in the Millennium that 
accept Him as Lord and King, and those who aren’t:

“And it shall come to pass that everyone who is left of all the 
nations which came against Jerusalem shall go up from year to 
year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep the Feast 
of Tabernacles.  And it shall be that whichever of the families of 
the earth do not come up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the 
Lord of hosts, on them there will be no rain.  If the family of Egypt 
will not come up and enter in, they shall have no rain; they shall 
receive the plague with which the Lord strikes the nations who do 
not come up to keep the Feast of Tabernacles.  This will be the 
punishment of Egypt and the punishment of all the nations that do 
not come up to keep the Feast of Tabernacles” (Zechariah 14:16-
19).

The nations accepting or rejecting the Kingship of Christ in the 
earth during the Millennium are differentiated in the Bible as those 
who are called “sheep” nations (with Christ), and “goat” nations 
(oppose Christ). (It is interesting that many Christians do not 
realize that the nations are judged FIRST).

“When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels 
with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. All the nations 
will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from 
another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. And He 
will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left” 
(Matthew 25:31-33).

In the book of Exodus, Pharaoh ruled an “anti-Christ” government 
that opposed the Lord and oppressed God’s people (Exodus 1).   
So when the Lord delivered the Israelites out of Egypt and brought 
them to Mt. Sinai, He offered the nation a “proposal of marriage” 
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that they accepted (Exodus 19).  By honoring God’s Covenant, 
they were “His Holy Nation,” under His governmental authority, 
as well as a SIGN to the world.

“Speak also to the children of Israel, saying: ‘Surely My Sabbaths 
[weekly and yearly Feasts, or “Holy Days”] you shall keep, for it 
is a SIGN between Me and you throughout your generations, that 
you may know that I AM the Lord who sanctifies you’” (Exodus 
31:13).

As the nation honored the Feasts, they became God’s witness, 
His SIGN, that He was the One True God.  In like manner, these 
corporate Fall Feasts, specifically Tabernacles, will unify the 
nations with the Lord’s headship as it did back in the Old Testament 
with the Israelites, but now, perfectly through the union of Christ.  
The corrupt governments of the world will be exposed through 
His leadership.

“For I will cast out the nations before you and enlarge your 
borders; neither will any man covet your land when you go up to 
appear before the Lord your God three times in the year” (Exodus 
34:24).

Because the Israelites failed to keep their promise to God, it didn’t 
take much time until they did not reflect God’s SIGN in the earth.  
It would take God Himself to keep His promise to the nation 
regardless of their shortcomings.  And so.... Christ came... fulfilled 
the Spring Feasts, redeemed the Covenant, and made way for His 
SEAL/SIGN to bear witness of the One True God.

Jesus will come again and fulfill the pattern and purpose of the Fall 
Feasts very soon.  He will judge the nations, with His “Firstfruits” 
remnant at His side, and establish righteousness in the earth. The 
nations who are with Him will become HIS CORPORATE SEAL/
SIGN in the earth.  
 
For those to whom God is revealing this pattern of His Holy Days, 
they too have an opportunity to resurrect God’s SIGN in the earth.

102



Releasing the Sound of Heaven
by Tamara Carroll

103



THE FEAST OF TRUMPETS – PART 1
An Overall Look at the Blueprint and Meaning

“Blow the trumpet at the time of the New Moon, At the full moon, 
on our solemn feast day.  For this is a statute for Israel, a law of 
the God of Jacob” (Psalm 81:3,4).

So what is the significance of the Feast of Trumpets? The literal 
Hebrew translation is “a memorial of blasts.” In Hebrew, this Feast 
is called “Yom Teruah.”  Yom means day, but Teruah doesn’t mean 
trumpets.  It means a shout or blast of war, alarm or joy. So literally 
translated, this is a Feast that is a “Day of Blasting or Shouting.”

The Feast of Trumpets is the ONLY Feast that is celebrated on 
Firstfruits, tying its meaning with “firsts” and making this day 
the “granddaddy” of all Firstfruits celebrations. It is believed by 
Biblical historians that Adam was born on this day. It has also 
been known by the Jews as the “Anniversary of Creation.”

The Feast of Trumpets is celebrated in the Hebrew month of 
Tishrei. Tishrei was originally recognized as the first month of the 
calendar the Hebrews followed, due to the epic beginnings just 
described.  However, in God’s master plan for redemption, He 
needed to create a separate, but intimate, calendar with the people 
He was in covenant with so that they could become His SIGN, to 
the nations, that He was the One True God.
 
This special covenant calendar was purposed to establish a pattern, 
purpose, timing, and union with God that set the Israelites apart 
from all other nations.  But it also was a witness of the sign of the 
“Coming One” (Jesus), as God would use the calendar to fulfill 
His prophetic promises.

It’s worth mentioning again that the Hebrew Covenant Calendar 
was created when God spoke to Moses and Aaron in Exodus 12:2:

“This month (Abib/Nisan) shall be your beginning of months; it 
shall be the first of the year to you” (Exodus 12:2).
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God followed this commandment with His instructions for 
Passover.  Afterwards, He declared, “So this day shall be to you a 
memorial; and you shall keep it as a feast to the Lord throughout 
your generations.  You shall keep it as a feast by an everlasting 
ordinance”(Exodus 12:14).

Later on when the Children of Israel arrived at Mt. Sinai, God gave 
instruction for all seven Feasts after He sealed His Covenant with 
them and set them apart from all the other nations. The month of 
Tishrei was now changed to be the seventh month in the Hebrew 
calendar, and the first day of the harvest (blessed) season and the 
month in which all the Fall Feasts were celebrated.

“Therefore, all the men of Israel assembled with King Solomon at 
the feast in the month of Ethanim (Tishrei), which is the seventh 
month” (1 Kings 8:2).

There is much confusion today as to when the Hebrew Covenant 
Calendar starts because the Jews today emphasize celebrating the 
beginning of their civil year in the month of Tishrei. Today, Jews 
celebrate the first day of Tishrei as Rosh Hashanah; translated as 
“the ‘head/first’ of the year.”   But if God said that Abib/Nisan was 
to be the first of the year, why are the two months still recognized 
as first?

To find the answers as to why this is, we can go back to Biblical 
history when the twelve tribes of Israel were split into two 
kingdoms after King Solomon’s reign (1 Kings 11).  Subsequently, 
the Israelites were divided into the Southern Kingdom, also known 
as the House of Judah; and Northern Kingdom, also known as the 
House of Israel (1 Kings 11). The House of Judah consisted of the 
two tribes, one being the tribe of Judah where the Jews originated, 
and the other the tribe of Benjamin (so that David My servant 
would have a light in Jerusalem when the Messiah) (1 King 11:36).

After being in captivity, the House of Judah adopted some 
Babylonian ways, and added them to their Jewish traditions.  One 
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of those changes was the “resurrection” of importance of the 
Jewish civil year again in the first and second century because of 
the writings that were compiled in what is known as the “Mishnah.” 
Sometime between the finality of the writing of the Torah by Ezra, 
and the creation and codification of the Mishnah, the autumn 
civil calendar New Year regained acceptance by the Jews, and its 
relevance was incorporated into the Feast of Trumpets celebration.  
The Hebraic Covenant Calendar, which God created for His 
covenantal purpose and celebration, was not intertwined with the 
calendar the Lord had separated His people out of.  The first of 
Tishrei took on a double meaning, which makes it confusing.

The Northern Kingdom (House of Israel), made up of the remaining 
ten tribes, originally kept the Ecclesiastical (Priest) year that God 
commanded them to follow in Exodus 12 as well…. somewhat.  
But over time, after the House of Israel was captured by the 
Assyrians and scattered all over the nations, their heritage, name, 
blueprint of Covenant (including following the Hebrew Covenant 
Calendar), was altered or omitted because they forgot they were 
God’s people, even though God promises He would never forget 
them.
  
“Can a woman forget her nursing child, and not have compassion 
on the son of her womb?  Surely, they (House of Israel) may forget, 
yet I will not forget you” (Isaiah 49:15).

“Forgetting” was a part of the chastisement of God, which is why 
when Jesus speaks of his original mission for the disciples:

“These twelve Jesus sent out and commanded them, saying, ‘Do 
not go into the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter a city of the 
Samaritans.  But go rather to the lost tribes of Israel’” (Matthew 
10:5,6).  

By the time the Mishnah was created in Babylon, and its writings 
adopted as “ Jewish tradition,” the House of Israel was long gone, 
having scattered through the Caucasian mountains, into Europe 
and the “isles” (which was later known as Great Britain.)106



Technically, both calendars are correct, because both calendars 
exist.  But God commanded Moses and His chosen nation to 
follow His new calendar in Exodus 12, and for those wanting to 
recognize, honor, and be a SIGN of the redemption process that 
God has determined, honoring the Hebrew Covenant Calendar 
should continue to trump any calendar, including the Gregorian 
calendar most of our world today recognizes.

The school calendar versus Gregorian calendar is a parallel 
example of two calendars followed during the same time, but 
the Gregorian begins on January 1st, while the school calendar 
starts in September.  The Gregorian calendar is the one the world 
follows, while the school calendar is for a specified people who 
are signed up for education, which is their focus.

Because the Jews returned to honoring the Jewish civil calendar 
with their Feast celebration, it brought about confusion that 
continues to exist today when celebrating the Feast of Trumpets. 
This is perhaps one reason why the Jews couldn’t see and accept 
Christ as the Savior when He began His ministry, because the 
adoption of honoring the two calendars caused them to anticipate 
a conquering king FIRST rather than a sacrificial lamb.

God created the Covenant Calendar in Exodus 12 to “set apart” 
His Covenant promises of how Christ would become our High 
Priest FIRST, and our King of Kings second when He returned to 
the earth.  If we keep our focus on God’s purpose in creating this 
calendar, we will not be confused or blinded with God’s prophetic 
timing of redemption.

“…You are worthy to take the scroll, and to open its seals; For 
You were slain and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out 
of every tribe and tongue and people and nation. And have made 
us kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign on the earth” 
(Revelation 5:9,10).
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So let’s now get back to the simplicity of the purpose of the Feast 
of Trumpets, which is to awaken us with a blast of the trumpet.  
What are we awakening to?

The trumpet has many significant meanings in the Bible.
  
The trumpet was blown to signal war against the adversary (Joshua 
6:5; Jeremiah 51:27; 1 Corinthians 14:8).

“When you go to war in your land against the enemy who oppresses 
you, then you shall sound an alarm with the trumpets, and you will 
be remembered before the Lord your God, and you will be saved 
from your enemies (Numbers 10:9).

It was also used to announce the king (2 Kings 9:13; 11:14).

“Then Zadok the priest took a horn of oil from the tabernacle and 
anointed Solomon.  And they blew the horn, and all the people 
said, ‘Long live King Solomon!’” (1 Kings 1:39).

The trumpet was the sound to wake up the Church:

“I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard behind me a 
loud voice, as of a trumpet” (Revelation 1:10).

All of these reasons (and there are many more) of why the trumpet 
is used are all united together on the Feast of Trumpets. This 
“dress rehearsal” shares it’s purpose of becoming the signal (sign/
proclamation/alarm/shout) to awaken us, to announce war against 
the adversary, to announce the return of the King, and to summon 
God’s people who are IN covenant with Him.  And when this Feast 
goes “LIVE,” it will mark the beginning of the Millennium.
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THE FEAST OF TRUMPETS – PART 2
The Difference between the Blast of the Shofar and Trumpet

In the Old Testament, when the seventh month of the Hebrew year 
arrived, the ram’s horn was blown for Firstfruits when the sliver 
of the moon was spotted in the sky on the darkest night of the 
month. Afterwards, the silver trumpet was blown to signify it was 
the Feast of Trumpets, or also known as the “Day of Awakening.”

“Speak to the children of Israel, saying; ‘In the seventh month, on 
the first day of the month (Firstfruits), you shall have a Sabbath-
rest, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, a holy convocation’” 
(Leviticus 23:24; also found in Numbers 29:1-6).

On this “appointed” day, there were two separate types of horns 
signifying two events that were happening at the same time. One 
horn was made from the horn of an animal, which is the shofar.  
The other horn was made by man from silver - the trumpet. Both 
the man-made trumpets and the God-made shofar came together 
as ONE on this day of REMEMBRANCE, READINESS, and 
RESURRECTION.

The shofar was blown for Firstfruits as a reminder that God is the 
One who provides and honors His Covenant, inspiring a response 
of thankfulness to the Lord (Numbers 10:10).  This then became 
the sound of the beginning of “Firstfruits.” It was also a reminder 
to the Children of Israel of the event when God stopped Abraham 
from offering up Isaac and supplied the ram from which the shofar 
was made (Genesis 22:13,14).

“Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there behind him 
was a ram caught in a ticket by its horns.  So Abraham went and 
took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt offering instead of his 
son.  And Abraham called the name o the place, “The-LORD-Will-
Provide; and it is said to this day, ‘In the Mount of the LORD it 
shall be provided’”(Genesis 22:13-14).
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The silver trumpet was blown to awaken to a memorial.. of what? 
The Lord instructed the Children of Israel to always remember the 
sound of the trumpet as it related to events that transpired at Mt. 
Sinai.  What event during that time was significant to Trumpets?

To answer that question, we have to go back to Exodus 19:5, when 
God proposes to the Children of Israel to be His “special treasure” 
above all other people. The people responded in verse 8 and said 
“We do.”  God instructs Moses on how He wants the “marriage 
ceremony” to go and it happened like this:

“Then it came to pass on the third day, in the morning, that 
there were thunderings and lightnings, and a thick cloud on the 
mountain, and the sound of the trumpet was very loud, so that all 
the people who were in the camp trembled” (Exodus 19:16).

Moses brought the people (bride) out to meet God (Exodus 19:17).

“Now Mount Sinai was completely in smoke because the LORD 
descended upon it in fire....And when the blast of the trumpet 
sounded long and became louder and louder, Moses spoke, and 
God answered him by voice.  THEN the LORD came down upon 
Mount Sinai, on the top of the mountain.  And the Lord called 
Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up” (Exodus 
19:18-20).

Jesus shares a prophetic proclamation of the future event that 
will take place when He returns. The same symbolism of the 
thunderings and lightnings are given; the thunder of His glory 
flashing from the east to the west as He comes with the desire to 
join His Bride:

“For as the lightning comes form the east and flashes to the west, 
so also will the coming of the Son of Man be” (Matthew 24:27).

God wanted His people to always remember the Covenant of 
Marriage then, so we will understand how the Covenant is 
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redeemed up ahead through Christ.  As the Children of Israel 
waited at the base of Mt. Sinai and the Lord descended and came 
down to the people in the form of a cloud, lightning, thundering, 
fire and VOICE, it was a moment of matrimony. (I wish I could 
have been there!)

When Moses went up the mountain by himself afterwards, it 
was symbolic of Christ ascending and presenting Himself as the 
“Firstfruits.” 

“But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the 
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.....But each one in his 
own order:  Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s 
at His coming” (1 Corinthians 15:20,23).

We too anticipate the time when we will be able to follow Christ’s 
example and be able to go before the throne in heaven and come 
back to earth in a glorified body.  The Feast of Trumpets marks 
the beginning of the fulfillment of that promise of resurrection, 
followed by another “wedding ceremony” of the Bride (Church) 
with the Groom (Christ).

It is worth noting that in Deuteronomy 4:25-40, we get an account 
of how the Children of Israel responded to the voice of God. They 
trembled out of fear, hid, and asked Moses to stand before them. 
In Exodus 20:19-21 it says:

“Then they said to Moses, ‘You speak with us, and we will hear; 
but let not God speak with us, lest we die.’  And Moses said to the 
people, ‘Do not fear, for God has come to test you, and that His 
fear may be before you, so that you may no sin.’  So the people 
stood afar off, but Moses drew near the thick darkness where God 
was.”

Today, we have had Christ make a way for the Lord’s voice to be 
heard again through the Holy Spirit. Believers are faced with the 
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same choice now that the children of Israel had: to draw near to 
His voice as Moses did, or hide and have another stand in the gap 
and become the voice of God (religious leaders).

I am certainly not saying it’s not important to hear what religious 
leaders have to share.  But we should not lean on them first to hear 
the Lord for our own lives, or think religious leaders are the only 
ones who hear from the Lord.

We also learn from this blueprint in Exodus that believers who 
draw near to the Lord’s voice and His presence, as did Moses, will 
be “caught up” to meet God in the “air” and come back with Him 
to reign in the Millennium.

“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock.  If anyone hears My voice 
and opens the door, I will come in to him, and dine with him, and 
he with Me.  To him who overcomes, I will grant to sit with Me on 
My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on 
His throne.  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches” (Revelation 3:20-22).

The Trumpet signals to the Bride to awaken because the Groom 
has determined it is time to for the ceremony of union to begin.  
Those who hear and are ready will run towards the Lord.  Those 
who aren’t will want to hide.  The Day of Atonement that follows 
after the Feast of Trumpets sifts this all out.
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THE FEAST OF TRUMPETS – PART 3
What Happens When This Feast Goes “LIVE?”

When describing the Feast of Trumpets, we can refer to the prophet 
Joel who said it best:

“Blow the trumpet in Zion.  And sound an alarm in My holy 
mountain!  Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble; For the day 
of the Lord is coming, For it is at hand” (Joel 2:1).

The Feast of Trumpets is a “blast of the horn” that signals an 
awakening of God’s people to remembrance and readiness:

“The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer; My God, 
my strength, in whom I will trust; My shield and the horn of my 
salvation, my stronghold” (Psalm 18:2).

It is also an announcement that the King is coming to gather His 
army to wage war against the enemy and to establish His reign on 
earth:

“Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should 
strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of 
iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath 
of Almighty God” (Revelation 19:15).

These Fall Feasts are honored and celebrated as “dress rehearsals” 
so our hearts are in sync with the Lord’s redemption plan.  So what 
happens when the Feast of Trumpets goes “live” after the sound 
of the trumpet?

“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God.  And 
the dead in Christ will rise first” (1 Thessalonians 4:16).

One of the most remarkable signs that will happen when this Feast 
is fulfilled is that the dead in Christ will rise from the grave.  Most 
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Christians assume ALL those who are believers that have died will 
rise at this resurrection. But after studying Scriptures, a different 
pattern emerges as we define the purpose of the two resurrections 
the Bible refers to:

“Blessed and holy is he who has part in the FIRST resurrection.  
Over such the SECOND death has no power, but they shall be 
priests of God and of Christ and shall reign with Him a thousand 
years” (Revelation 20:6).

The fact that the Scripture indicates there is a first resurrection 
mandates that there is a second. God has a trumpet call for two 
occasions, and it is clear from Revelation 20 that the FIRST is for 
those who will reign with Him during the Millennium.

Let’s go back in the Bible and find the purpose of the blowing of 
the silver trumpets and see how it ties into these two resurrections.  
In Numbers 10, God instructed Moses to make two trumpets from 
hammered silver: 

“Make two silver trumpets for yourself; you shall make them of 
hammered work; you shall use them for calling the congregation 
and for directing the movement of the camps.  When they blow 
both of them, all the congregation shall gather before you at the 
door of the tabernacle of meeting.  But if they blow only one, then 
the leaders, the heads of the divisions of Israel, shall gather to 
you” (Numbers 10:2-4).

Notice that when the Lord said to blow ONE trumpet, He was 
calling forth the HEADS (those chosen for rulership) to the door 
of the tabernacle of meeting. But when the two trumpets were 
blown, it was to gather ALL.

1 Corinthians 15:51,52 shares Scriptures that reveal some details 
of Christ’s return, and the unfolding events after the trumpet is 
sounded:
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“Behold, I tell you a mystery:  We shall not all sleep, but we shall 
all be changed - in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet.  For the trumpet will sound and the dead will be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”

Notice the Scripture above doesn’t say trumpets.  This is because 
the purpose of this first resurrection is to call forth those who 
have been chosen as “heads” (first) to reign with Christ in the 
Millennium.   This is also confirmed in 1 Thessalonians 4:16. Both 
Scripture references say one trumpet is blown when the dead in 
Christ rise.  Therefore, all those who are dead in Christ won’t arise 
in this first resurrection (Revelation 20:6).  Those who remain dead 
will rise and get their glorified bodies in the second resurrection.

The word “head” is actually the definition for the Hebrew word 
“Rosh” which is the same word used to describe “firstfruits.” 
  
The Bible makes it clear that God has set aside a “firstfruits” 
remnant of 144,000 who are chosen to reign with Him in the 
Millennium.  This number is most likely symbolic as it follows the 
pattern of symbolism throughout the whole Book of Revelation, 
and using common sense, God will need more than 144,000 in the 
earth to help assist Him through the Millennium reign. The Bible 
does make clear that ALL aren’t chosen to reign with Him during 
this time.

“Then I looked, and behold, a Lamb standing on Mount Zion, 
and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His 
Father’s name written on their foreheads” (Revelation 14:1).

In John, Jesus did however talk about a general resurrection in 
which ALL who were dead, both good and evil, will be raised at 
the same time and hear His voice - NOT just those who are “dead 
in Christ” as the previous Scriptures indicated.

“Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which ALL who 
are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth-those who 
have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have 
done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation”(John 5:28,29).116



The above Scripture is a picture of the SECOND resurrection that 
includes both believers and unbelievers.

Looking at all these Scriptures, it is evident that the FIRST 
resurrection is NOT the time for the resurrection of salvation.  The 
first resurrection marks the time Jesus is coming back, gather the 
144,000, and together, rule over the nations to secure and establish 
His governmental authority in the earth.

The issue of salvation is the purpose of the SECOND resurrection, 
which is explained in Revelation 20.

“And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and 
books were opened.  And another book was opened, which is 
the Book of Life.  And the dead were judged according to their 
works, by the things which were written in the books [The Law].  
The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades 
delivered up the dead who were in them.  And they were judged, 
each one according to his works.  Then Death and Hades were 
cast into the lake of fire.  This is the second death.  And anyone 
not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire” 
(Revelation 20:12-15).

Taking all these scriptures into account, we can conclude that the 
sole purpose of the FIRST is to call forth those believers who are 
“rewarded” with the responsibility to reign with Christ for 1,000 
years (Genesis 14:18-20; Hebrews 7; Revelation 20:6).

When talking to the disciples about the rewards of leaving all to 
follow Him, Jesus said to them that they would be repaid at the 
“resurrection of the just.” 

“And you [disciples who gave ALL] will be blessed, because they 
[the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind] cannot repay you; for 
you shall be repaid at the resurrection of the just” (Luke 14:14).
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We can further conclude that Christ is referring to the FIRST 
resurrection since there is no reference in this passage of the 
SECOND, and the “just” can ONLY signify believers since no 
one outside of faith in Christ alone are “just” (Romans 5:1).

The reward given at the FIRST resurrection that Christ was 
referring to doesn’t equate to be a more “powerful or important 
position” in the body of Christ. That kind of thinking is what our 
world thinks, so it’s hard to grasp that this doesn’t mean a person 
chosen that is “special” or “better than” other Christians.

On the contrary, these who are rewarded are “bondservants of 
Christ” like our example of the Apostles Paul and Peter, who laid 
their lives down to serve Christ (Romans 1:1; 1 Peter 1:1).
 
“For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and 
ourselves your bondservants for Jesus’ sake” (2 Corinthians 4:5).

In humility of heart, these bondservants followed His voice out of 
obedience to serve and faithfully steward the talents God had given 
them. “Bondservants” of Christ have allowed the sanctification 
process to crucify their flesh so that they think and act like Christ. 
Christ can then entrust them with His authority of rulership, which 
is His reward:

“For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with 
His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works” 
(Matthew 16:27).

In the letters to the seven Churches in the Book of Revelation, 
God first praises and acknowledges each Church for the things 
they were doing well. But He goes on to chastise each Church 
in the areas they were in error or had veered off course. In every 
letter the Lord addresses, He states that those who had an ear to 
hear would be rewarded when He returned, for following His 
instruction.  These would be known as His “Overcomers;” the 
ones who embraced the sanctification process and were willing to 
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go through the tribulations of their day. Here is a list of rewards for 
those who OVERCOME:

1. “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.  To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the tree 
of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God” (Revelation 
2:7).

2. “…He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death” 
(Revelation 20:2:11).

3.  “…To him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna 
to eat.  And I will give him a white stone, and on the stone a new 
name written which no one knows except him who receives it” 
(Revelation 2:17).

4.  “And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, 
to him I will give power over the nations- ‘He shall rule them 
with a rod of iron; they shall be dashed to pieces like the potter’s 
vessels’- as I also have received from My Father; and I will give 
him the morning star” (Revelation 2:26-28).

5.  “He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I 
will not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess 
his name before My Father and before His angels” (Revelation 
3:5).

6.  “He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple 
of My God, and he shall go out no more.  I will write on him the 
name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the NEW 
Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God.  And I 
will write on him My new name” (Revelation 3:12).

7.  “To him who overcome, I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, 
as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne” 
(Revelation 3:21).
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If you read the entire chapters of Revelation 2 and 3, the Lord 
makes a distinction between Christians who will overcome, and 
those who don’t repent but continue following their own ways.  
It is important to emphasize that becoming an “overcomer” has 
nothing to do with salvation, for the letters were addressed to ALL 
who were saved by grace.

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not 
of yourselves; it is a gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should 
boast (Ephesians 2:8,9).

But Christ does lay out the rewards for those who overcome 
through this sanctification process.  They enter into the FIRST 
resurrection, while the others continue on with the sanctification 
process, or die, and must await until the SECOND resurrection.

In the Parable of the Talents in Matthew 25:14-30, Jesus shares 
what rewards, concerning the kingdom of heaven, have to do with 
rulership. The man traveling to a far country in this parable is 
symbolic of Jesus.  He gives to each servant (Christians) talents 
according to their ability to steward them until He comes back.  
What does He say to the servant who gained from the talents given:

“…Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a 
few things, I will make you RULER over many things.  Enter into 
the joy of the Lord” (Matthew 25:21).

Rulership is a product of faith, obedience, and the sacrifice of self. 
No one bypasses this sanctification process.   Even Jesus Christ 
couldn’t bypass the process that led Him to the cross.  But there is 
a “firstfruits” remnant whose hearts will be ready first at the time 
of Christ’s return.

Think about the difference between King Saul and King David.  
Both kings served the Lord.  Both weren’t perfect leaders, nor 
perfectly obeyed the Lord’s commandments.  But Saul never fully 
surrendered his heart to the Lord. Instead, he was led more by 
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his own ambitions, needs, and pride. David, however, was on his 
knees asking for the Lord’s help. David was not perfect by any 
means, but he was one in whom God could entrust His anointing 
of rulership.
  
Kingships “rewards” are a product of our choices whether we lean 
into God’s voice as Moses did, in obedience to His commandments, 
or run away and do our own thing.  Those who have learned 
obedience by the things they suffer will find their reward, as Christ 
did (Hebrews 5:8).

“And behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with Me, to give to 
every man according to his work” (Revelation 22:12).
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FEAST OF TRUMPETS- PART 4
“THEN” What Happens When the Dead in Christ Rise?

We have established that the one of the signs of the fulfillment of 
the Feast of Trumpets is that the “dead in Christ” will rise.  These 
will be those chosen, along with those who are called and chosen 
who are alive at His return, to be a part of the FIRST resurrection 
to reign with Christ in the Millennium.
 
“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God.  And 
the dead in Christ will rise first” (1 Thessalonians 4:16).

The next Scripture is key for the order of events for all those who 
are alive when this event happens on the Feast of Trumpets.

“THEN we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.  And thus we 
shall always be with the Lord” (1 Thessalonians 4:17).

Let’s unpack this last Scripture, starting with the word first word, 
THEN.  “Then,” in verse 16, indicates that the next event will 
happen AFTER the dead in Christ are raised, but it is not clear 
WHEN.

Most Christians assume that after the dead in Christ resurrect, those 
Christians who are alive are “caught up” with them immediately. 
But this is because most Christians aren’t familiar with the 
blueprint of the Fall Feasts, and how they are a prophetic pattern 
that reveal the redemption story concerning Christ’s return.  When 
we examine the Feast blueprint, it gives us a clearer timetable.

It is conclusive that THEN does indicate afterwards, but according 
to the Fall Feast blueprint, there are ten days, known as the “Days 
of Awe,” that elapse between the Feast of Trumpets [The appointed 
day that the dead in Christ rise], and the next Fall Feast, which is 
the Day of Atonement.  On the Day of Atonement, the Church is 
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judged, and this is the day that the Lord sifts out those believers 
who are alive and are His overcomers; for it is the day of reward or 
judgment of the body of Christ.  This is when the THEN is.

The Scripture also defines who will be caught up by saying it 
will be those who are alive AND REMAIN. The word “remain” 
defines those saints who are alive at that appointed time whose 
hearts “abide” in the Lord, who have surrendered their will for His 
and have become “bondservants” of Christ:

“…He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruits; for 
without Me you can do nothing” (John 15:5).

Next, the purpose of the “dead in Christ” being raised from the 
grave is to inherit God’s promise of their “glorified body.” In order 
to do so, they need to first be above ground, “in the air,” where the 
Lord can breathe new life into them and form their body:

“So I prophesied as He commanded me, and breath came into 
them, and they lived, and stood upon their feet, an exceedingly 
great army” (Ezekiel 37:10).

On the Day of Atonement, when the reward/judgment is 
determined, the “dead in Christ” and those who are “alive and 
remain” will be “sealed” by the Lord to be the ones to inherit the 
promise of their glorified bodies first. The two will come together 
with Christ and begin the glorification process during the Feast of 
Tabernacles, until the 8th day when they are ready to ascend to the 
throne, and then descend to the earth, as Christ did.

“...who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to 
His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able 
even to subdue all things to Himself” (Philippians 3:21).

Let’s continue unpacking 1 Thessalonians 4:17 as we look at the 
meaning of “clouds” in the Scripture:
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“Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the CLOUDS to meet the Lord in the air.  And thus we 
shall always be with the Lord” (1 Thessalonians 4:17).

Clouds can be both literal and figurative in the Bible.  In the literal 
sense, God’s presence comes like a cloud at Mt. Sinai, and the 
cloud covered the Children of Israel by day when they were in the 
wilderness.

“And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead 
the way…” (Exodus 13:21).

Clouds are also figuratively used in referring to the list of the 
“heroes of faith” in Hebrews 11 as the great cloud of witnesses.

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses… (Hebrews 12:1).

Jesus speaks of the day He returns “coming on the clouds of 
heaven with power and glory” (Matthew 26:64). I think these 
clouds are again those “witnesses” who are a part of the Lord’s 
army escorting Him here to earth.

John also begins the book of Revelation with this statement in the 
first chapter of how Christ is coming with clouds (witnesses):

“Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, 
even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will 
mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen” (Revelation 1:7).
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FEAST OF TRUMPETS – PART 5
Let’s Explore Being “Caught UP”

Now let’s briefly take a look at the words “caught up” in 1 
Thessalonians 4:17. These words have produced the word 
“rapture” in the modern Christian theology, which isn’t in the 
Bible.  The Greek word for “caught up” means “harpazo,” which 
is translated “caught away or seized.”

Indeed, all believers can be “caught up” in the Spirit with the Lord 
when His presence is amongst us and heaven’s reality seems to 
be larger than earth’s reality. But we can also be “seized” by the 
Lord when the Holy Spirit is calling us forth (trumpet/voice) and 
we draw ourselves toward Him in our hearts.  Moses gave us that 
example at Mt. Sinai when He went up to be in the thick cloud-
like presence of God (Exodus 19:18-20).

Whether we actually lift off the ground like Jesus did when He 
walked on water and was transported from the place He and the 
disciples were in the boat to the land across the sea,

“Now when evening came, His disciples went down to the sea, got 
into the boat, and went over the sea toward Capernaum.  And it 
was already dark, and Jesus had not come to them.  Then the sea 
arose because a great wind was blowing.  So when they had rowed 
about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and 
drawing near the boat; and they were afraid.  But He said to them, 
‘It is I; do not be afraid.’  Then they willingly received Him into 
the boat, and immediately the boat was at the land where they 
were going” (John 6:16-21),

 or translated like the disciple Phillip,

“Now when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
caught Philip away, so that the eunuch saw him no more; and 
he went on his way rejoicing.  But Philip was found at Azotus. 
And passing through, he preached in all the cities till he came to 
Caesarea (Acts 8:39,40), 125



or we get “caught up” sitting in our living rooms worshipping and 
the fire, wind, and rain of the Holy Spirit “seizes our hearts,” 

“I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the 
body I do not know, or whether out of the body I do not know, 
God knows—such a one was caught up to the third heaven” (2 
Corinthians 12:2),

I really can’t say for certain.

But I do know that the union with Christ is for the purpose of 
escorting the KING (Commander in Chief) to His kingdom here 
on the EARTH to reign....Not to go away with Him to stay in 
heaven.
  
“Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse.  And He 
who sat on him was called Faithful and True.  And in righteousness 
He judges and makes war...And the armies in heaven, clothed in 
fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. Now 
out of His mouth goes a sharp work, that with it He should strike 
the nations.   And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron…” 
(Revelation 19:11,14-15).

Many misinterpret this “caught up” or rapture idea thinking we 
are to escape and live in heaven eternally and miss the “days of 
tribulation.”  But this contradicts the Disciples Prayer [called by 
many as the LORD’S Prayer], which IS THE BASIC BLUEPRINT 
OF GOD’S PLAN OF REDEMPTION (Matthew 6: 9-13).

“Thy kingdom COME, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” 
(Matthew 6:10).

God’s heart is to bring His kingdom to earth to rule, redeem, and 
multiply His goodness, not destroy it.  Anyone who has embraced 
the Lord’s sanctification process has NOT been trained by it to 
run away from the Lord’s battle, or to hide from the battle we are 
going to win.  This process trains us to follow our Commander 
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in Chief!  God is also NOT taking Christians away so He can 
destroy the earth.  The earth will go through tribulation due to 
God’s judgment in correcting the choices believers and the non-
believers have made to sin.  It will produce a “shaking” to break 
the evil strongholds and to set the captives free (Isaiah 24).  This 
will lead creation through a process that produces healing, life, 
and a revelation of His love. 

God and His army are coming so that the earth can be restored 
back to His glory through righteous leadership.  This is why the 
Bible says:

“Creation eagerly waits for the revealing [unveiling, stepping 
forth, “catching up” of the sons of God” (Romans 8:19).

Jesus informs us that the “last days,” before the Fall Feasts begin 
to go “live,” are going to be similar to the days of Noah.

“But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son 
of Man be” (Matthew 24:37).

Noah was never taken from the earth during the tribulation of his 
days. Noah was divinely protected through the flood of judgment.  
It was Noah’s obedience to the Lord’s instructions to build an ark 
and share the news of repentance for 120 years prior to the flood 
that was a part of his “sanctification process.” Noah obeyed the 
Lord wholeheartedly.  Jesus captures the heart of Noah’s example 
when He said,

“For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but 
the will of Him who sent Me” (John 6:38).

From the story of Lot, he was removed from Sodom, and taken to 
another city on the earth so he would be spared from the Lord’s 
judgment.  In both instances, the WICKED were removed from 
the earth, not the righteous.
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“But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son 
of Man be.  For as in the days before the flood, they were eating 
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that 
Noah entered the ark, and did not know until the flood came and 
took THEM all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.  
Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other 
left” (Matthew 24:37-40).

The “THEM” in the above Scripture was the WICKED, not the 
righteous!

The Lord even tells us in the Beatitudes in Matthew 5:17 that the 
meek (gentle) will be blessed and inherit the earth, not be removed 
from it.  Jesus is coming back to judge the nations, and there will 
be consequences for those who oppose Him. But God promises us 
protection, as He declared in Psalm 91, and showed us that same 
pattern of protection for His people in Egypt when the ten plagues 
were released.

“And in that day, I will set apart the land of Goshen, in which My 
people dwell, that no swarms of flies shall be there, in order that 
you may know that I am the LORD in the midst of the land.  I will 
make a difference between My people and your people.  Tomorrow 
this sign shall be” (Exodus 9:22-23).

I believe the sign of the “dead in Christ” rising from the graves, 
and the sound and sign of Christ and His army coming will cause 
an alarm to ALL Christians who will then mourn.  This is because 
the “fear of the Lord” will be upon us, and we will understand our 
frailty in the presence of the Lord and recognize our need to repent. 
This is also why the ten days following the Feast of Trumpets are 
called the “Ten Days of Awe,” as Christians will be in awe that the 
time is at hand for the Millennium reign to begin, which means 
judgment will begin in the house of the Lord.

“For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; 
and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do 
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not obey the gospel of God” (1 Peter 4:17)?

We will all be in a state of reflection:  Are we ready? Will we be 
like the five wise virgins in the parable of the ten virgins, who had 
oil, joining those in the first resurrection? Or will we be like the 
five foolish virgins who didn’t have oil and the door was shut? 
(Matthew 25:1-13)?

These Fall Feast “dress rehearsals” each year help us examine our 
hearts so we are ready.

“Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in 
which the Son of Man is coming” (Matthew 25:13).
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THE DAY OF ATONEMENT - PART 1
An Overall Look at the Blueprint and Meaning

The Day of Atonement is the next Fall Feast to honor that is 
celebrated ten days after the Feast of Trumpets:

“…Also the tenth day of this seventh month shall be the Day of 
Atonement: It shall be a holy convocation [which means dress 
rehearsal] for you; you shall afflict your souls, and offer an 
offering made by fire to the LORD.  And you shall do no work on 
that same day, for it is the Day of Atonement, to make atonement 
for you before the Lord your God.  For any person who is not 
afflicted in soul on that same day shall be cut off from his people.  
And any person who does any work on that same day, that person 
I will destroy from among his people. You shall do no manner of 
work; it shall be a statute forever throughout your generations 
in all your dwellings.  It shall be to you a sabbath of solemn rest, 
and you shall afflict your souls; on the ninth day of the month 
at evening, from evening to evening, you shall celebrate your 
sabbath” (Leviticus 23:27-32).

This “Appointed Day” is also known as “Yom Kippur,” which 
literally means “Day of Coverings.” This was the only day of 
the year in the Old Testament that the High Priest was able to 
go behind the veil in the Tabernacle and enter into the “Holy of 
Holies” to pour the blood of a goat over the Mercy Seat to atone 
(cover) for the sins of the nation.

“Then he [High Priest] shall kill the goat of the sin offering, which 
is for the people, bring its blood inside the veil, do with that blood 
as he did with the blood of the bull, and sprinkle it on the mercy 
seat and before the mercy seat” (Leviticus 16:15).

The overall purpose of this Feast was a call for a corporate 
(national) day of repentance with fasting, and prayer so that the 
MERCY of God would accept the nations offerings (Read Isaiah 
58; Joel 2).  This is the ONLY fast God required each year.
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“Blow the trumpet in Zion, 
Consecrate a fast, 
Call a sacred assembly; 
Gather the people, 
Sanctify the congregation, 
Assemble the elders, 
Gather the children who are nursing and babes; 
Let the bridegroom go out from his chamber, 
And the bride from her dressing room” (Joel 2:15,16).

As the Children of Israel cried out for the mercy of God to cover 
their shortcomings for not upholding His commandments, the 
High Priest would take their offerings of sacrifice to atone for their 
sins. If the Lord accepted their offerings, the nation could rest in 
the presence of the Lord and continue to receive His increase in 
the land.

“For I will cast out the nations before you and enlarge your 
borders; neither will any man covet your land when you go up 
to appear before the LORD your God three times in the year” 
(Exodus 34:24).

When the Day of Atonement ceases to be a “dress rehearsal” and 
goes “live,” it will be a day that judges the Body of Christ and 
unveils the Lord’s “Firstfruits” remnant that are chosen to reign 
with Him in the Millennium, to bring “rest” to the earth (Revelation 
14:1-5).
 
“And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him 
I will give power over the nations” (Revelation 2:26).

The Day of Atonement is NOT the day of judgment for the sinners 
who don’t know Christ, as so many of us have been led to believe.  
Keep in mind that all of these appointed Feasts are set dates to 
fulfill the purpose of the Covenant promises God made with those 
He chose to know Him. These “divine appointments” are not to 
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judge those who don’t know the Lord and are ignorant of His 
Covenant promises.  “The books” that judge both the believers 
and unbelievers are opened up at the end of the Millennium, at the 
second resurrection.
“And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and 
books were opened.  And another book was opened, which is the 
Book of Life.  And the dead were judged according to their works, 
by the things which were written in the books” (Revelation 20:12).

In every book of the Bible, God shows a comparison between 
those who are in Covenant with Him, and those who aren’t. And 
within each generation of those IN Covenant with Him, there is a 
division in the family between those who humble themselves and 
obey, and those who don’t.

There are well known examples in the Bible where we see this 
distinction and division between “brothers” such as Cain/Abel and 
Jacob/Esau (Genesis 4 and 27).  Let’s take a look at Cain and 
Abel’s story:

“…And the Lord respected Abel and his offering, but He did not 
respect Cain and his offering.  And Cain was very angry, and his 
countenance fell.  So the LORD said to Cain, ‘Why are you angry?  
And why has your countenance fallen? If you do well, will you not 
be accepted?  And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door.  And 
its desire is for you, but you should rule over it’” (Genesis 4:4-7).

As we can read in Genesis 4, God reached out to Cain to give him 
Fatherly advice.  God was extending His hand of mercy to give 
instruction to Cain to save his soul and the life of Abel.  It was 
Cain’s job to rule over his soul.  Cain made the choice outside of 
God’s advice, which caused him to choose to kill Abel.

Likewise, Esau’s anger and bitterness toward Jacob caused him 
to leave a legacy of people whose souls despised the Children of 
Israel and wanted to kill them.  God then hated the actions of Esau 
that mimicked the devil:
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“As it is written, “Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have hated” 
(Romans 9:13).

In the New Testament, Christ Himself shared that many may call 
on the Lord, but there is a distinction made in the family of God:

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in 
heaven.  Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not 
prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done 
many wonders in Your name?’  And then I will declare to them, ‘I 
never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness’” 
(Matthew 7:21-23)!

The Apostles were also used to rightly divide those Christians who 
were “abiding” in the Lord and those who weren’t:

“But Peter said, ‘Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie 
to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for 
yourself? While it remained, was it not your own?  And after it was 
sold, was it not in your own control?  Why have you conceived this 
thing in your heart?  You have not lied to men, but to God’” (Acts 
5:3-4).

The outcome of that story is intense. Ananias, a Christian, died 
after being confronted with truth. The Lord separated Ananias 
and Sapphira from those who were birthing the Church “in one 
accord” with the Lord.

Even the letters to the Churches in Revelation 2 and 3 divides the 
“family of God” into overcomers and those who chose NOT to 
abide in God’s word.

“As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten.  Therefore, be zealous 
and repent. ...To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on 
My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on 
His throne.” (Revelation 3:19,21).
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In Leviticus 23:29, concerning the Day of Atonement, God 
declares that “anyone who is not afflicted in soul is CUT OFF from 
his people.”  This does NOT mean cut off from God’s love.  God 
is love, and can NEVER stop loving His people.  It also does NOT 
mean that believers who continue to live their lives “lawlessly” 
lose their salvation, for ALL have been saved by grace, which is 
a gift.  It DOES mean that God will not strive with men, and so 
they end up being “cut off” from His presence when they grieve 
the Spirit of Truth (Genesis 6:3, Ephesians 4:30; John16:13).  And 
finally, it DOES mean that they are cut off from the “REWARD!”

“He who despises the word will be destroyed, but he who fears the 
commandment will be rewarded” (Proverbs 13:13).

“For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with 
His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works” 
(Matthew 16:27).

Jesus made a way for ALL debt to be paid for breaking the law. 
There isn’t anyone who doesn’t need that sacrifice of atonement.  
BUT, even in the New Testament, God divides the Body of Christ 
with His Word of instruction, which bears the fruit of rewards for 
following the Lord’s leadership, or the consequences of living our 
life in rebellion to God’s instruction:

“When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear 
with Him in glory.  Therefore, put to death your members which 
are on the earth; fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, 
and covetousness, which is idolatry.  Because of these things the 
wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, in which 
you yourselves once walked when you lived in them.  But now 
you yourselves are to put off all these:  anger, wrath, malice, 
blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth” (Colossians 3:4-8).

The above Scripture tells believers what they need to crucify in 
their flesh.  However, the following Scripture tells believers what 
qualities to adopt to become an overcomer:
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“Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender 
mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, long-suffering; bearing 
with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a 
complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you 
also must do.  But above all these things put on love, which is the 
bond of perfection” (Colossians 3:12-14).

“And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to 
men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the 
inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ.  But he who does wrong 
will be repaid for what he has done, and there is no partiality” 
(Colossians 3:23-25).

There is NO way any of us can become “more holy” because 
Christ has made us so through His sacrifice and has given us a 
guarantee by sending us the Holy Spirit:

“who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a 
guarantee” (2 Corinthians 1:22).

However, our soul (mind, will and emotions) continue to go 
through a sanctification process to crucify our flesh so that Christ 
is the Head of our soul.  We must judge our sins for the purpose of 
maintaining fellowship with Christ.  As we see through the above 
examples, (Cain and Esau), they rebelled against the Lord, refused 
His correction, and were separated from His presence.

Through Christ’s atonement as High Priest, our willingness to go 
through the Lord’s sanctification process, and Christ’s leadership 
(High King) on the earth, we can all enjoy the REST of Jubilee 
and the goodness of creation without sin.  However, one part of 
the family will arrive FIRST (144,000 remnant) at the “tabernacle 
of meeting” so they can help the rest of the family enter into HIS 
TABERNACLE OF REST.
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“…These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes.  
These were redeemed from among men, being firstfruits to God 
and to the Lamb” (Revelation 14:4).

We can be assured we are prepared for the Day of Atonement 
through our willingness to be obedient to God, honoring His 
commandments, serving with a broken and contrite heart, 
examining our unbelief with a response of repentance, and quickly 
forgiving offenses and injustices (Matthew 5:9-15; Colossians 
3:12-17).

“Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the 
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He consecrated 
for us, through the veil, that is His flesh, and having a High 
Priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart 
in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an 
evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.  Let us 
hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who 
promised is faithful.  And let us consider one another in order 
to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one 
another, and so much the more as you see the DAY approaching.  
For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the 
truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain 
fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which 
will devour the adversaries. ....Therefore, do not cast away your 
confidence, which has great REWARD.  For you have need of 
endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may 
receive the promise” (Hebrews 10:19-25,35).
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THE DAY OF ATONEMENT - PART 2
Two Goat Sacrifice and the Two Comings of Christ

A symbolic blueprint of the first and second coming of Jesus Christ 
can be seen in the ceremony of the two-goat offering on the Day of 
Atonement found in Leviticus 16.

On the Day of Atonement, the High Priest would present two 
goats before the Lord. The High Priest would then cast lots to 
determine which goat he would sacrifice to the Lord, and which 
goat he would set free into the wilderness as the “scapegoat.”

“Then Aaron shall cast lots for the two goats: one lot for the 
LORD, and the other lot for the scapegoat.  And Aaron shall bring 
the goat on which the Lord’s lot fell and offer him as a sin offering.  
But the goat on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat shall be 
presented alive before the Lord, to make atonement upon it, and to 
let it go as the scapegoat into the wilderness” (Leviticus 16:8-10).

The first goat was killed, and its blood was brought into the Holy 
of Holies and sprinkled seven times on the Mercy Seat by the High 
Priest as a sin offering.

The first goat was symbolic of Christ, our High Priest, who atoned 
(COVERED) our sins before a Holy God. This did not REMOVE 
the sinful nature inside a believer YET.  This explains how sinners, 
who accept Christ as Savior, can be reunited with the Lord through 
His atoning sacrifice, and yet still continue to contend with the 
wages of sin working in their soul and body even after they are 
saved.

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23).

The Scriptures state that through the sacrifice of Jesus, His 
righteousness is imputed upon us. The first goat symbolizes how 
Jesus’ sacrifice imputes (attributes or changes a person because of 
an act of another) righteousness to us.  138



“Blessed is the man to whom the Lord shall not impute sin” 
(Romans 4:8).

This means we are righteous before God because of Christ, and 
our faith in Him as the Lamb of God who was slain for the sins of 
the world.  Faith allows us to enter into His righteousness.

“And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the 
righteousness of the faith which he had while still uncircumcised, 
that he might be the father of all those who believe, though they 
are uncircumcised, that righteousness might be imputed to them 
also... Now it was not written for his sake alone that it was imputed 
to him, but also for us. It shall be imputed to us who believe in Him 
who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead” (Romans 4:11, 23-
24).

Believers are still dealing with mortality (sin) in our bodies while 
we remain on the earth, working out our sanctification with fear 
and trembling UNTIL Christ returns.  

“Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my 
presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling” (Philippians 2:12).

In between the 1st and 2nd coming, Jesus sat down at the right hand 
of the Father and is making intercession for us until He returns. 

“Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore 
is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes 
intercession for us” (Romans 8:34).

The Bible is clear that when Christ returns as King, His rulership 
will eventually eradicate the wages of sin, which is death.  Receiving 
our glorified bodies will be the first sign of accomplishing this 
purpose:
“So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal 
has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying 
that is written: 139



“Death is swallowed up in victory” (1 Corinthians 15:54).

Therefore, the second goat used by the High Priest on the Day of 
Atonement was not killed.  Instead, it was set free in the wilderness, 
which is why it was called “the scapegoat.”

 “Scapegoat translates the Hebrew word azazel.  The meaning of 
this word is far from certain … The word may perhaps signify 
‘removal’ or ‘dismissal’ … Probably the best explanation is that 
the word was a rare technical term describing ‘complete removal.’” 
(David Guzik: Study Guide for Leviticus 16., Blueletterbible.org)

The High Priest would lay his hands on the second goat’s head, 
confess the sins of the people, and “put their iniquities on the 
goat’s head.” Afterwards, the goat was then escorted about 10-12 
miles away by a “suitable man,” who would release the goat into 
the wilderness in a place uninhabited by people (Leviticus 16:20-
22).

The second goat is symbolic of how Christ REMOVES our sins, 
sending them away permanently so there is no need to keep 
working at fighting against our sinful nature.  This is the blueprint 
of the prophesied promise of the sons of God receiving their 
glorified body (incorruptible “temple”) as part of their inheritance. 
This promise begins fulfillment at time of Christ’s second coming 
(Hebrews 9:7,11-12).

“For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because 
we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may 
be swallowed up by life.  Now He who has prepared us for this 
very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee” 
(2 Corinthians 5:4,5).

There is an incredible reference in the Jewish Talmud that verifies 
that after Jesus was crucified, the Lord no longer accepted the goat 
sin offering and the scapegoat offered by the High Priest:
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“Forty years before the destruction of the Temple, the western 
light went out, the crimson thread remained crimson, and the lot 
for the Lord always came up in the left hand. They would close the 
gates of the Temple by night and get up in the morning and find 
them wide open” (Jacob Neusner, The Yerushalmi, p.156-157).

It makes sense that God would confirm what He had accomplished, 
fulfilling His word through Christ as “He sat down at the right hand 
of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:2). There was no more need for 
a goat to “cover” their sins to make a way for their relationship to 
be restored with God since Christ had fulfilled the offering.  God 
was trying to get their attention.

Jesus also prophesied that the temple’s downfall would take place 
in His own generation (Matthew 24:1-34).

“Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up.’ The Jews then said, ‘It took forty-six years to build 
this temple, and will You raise it up in three days? But He was 
speaking of the temple of His body’” (John 2:19-21).

Scripture reveals why the Lord prophesied the downfall of the 
temple in Jerusalem because the new temple wouldn’t be created 
by hands, but built by the Lord’s Spirit in man, both individually 
and corporately.

“For we are the temple of the living God; as God said, ‘I will 
make My dwelling among them and walk among them, and I will 
be their God, and they shall be My people ‘” (2 Corinthians 6:16).

Each believer in Christ is a “temple” for the Lord’s presence 
to dwell in through the baptism of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:4-
5,8).  Furthermore, the “New Jerusalem” the Lord speaks of in 
Scriptures, is the manifestation of the corporate promise to the 
Body of Christ receiving their glorified bodies and becoming 
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one united temple under His headship (Revelations 21:2,3). The 
blueprint of the Feast of Tabernacles, which is the Feast that 
follows the Day of Atonement, is the fulfillment of the completion 
of this transformation.

“He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My 
God, and he shall go out no more. I will write on him the name of 
My God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, 
which comes down out of heaven from My God. And I will write on 
him My new name” (Revelation 3:12).
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THE DAY OF ATONEMENT - PART 3
A Day of Judgment or Jubilee

When Jesus Christ returns, Christians will see Him face to face on 
the Day of Atonement.  There will be a separation within the Body 
of Christ for those who will enter into promises of Jubilee, and 
those who will wait until the end of the Millennium.

How does the blueprint of the Laws of Jubilee, found in the Old 
Testament, have anything to do with the Day of Atonement?

“And you shall count seven Sabbaths of years for yourself, seven 
times seven years; and the time of the seven Sabbaths of years shall 
be to you forty-nine years.  Then you shall cause the trumpet of the 
Jubilee to sound on the tenth day of the seventh month; on the Day 
of Atonement you shall make the trumpet to sound throughout all 
your land.  And you shall consecrate the fiftieth year, and proclaim 
liberty throughout all the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a 
Jubilee for you; and each of you shall return to his possession, and 
each of you shall return to his family.  That fiftieth year shall be a 
Jubilee to you; in it you shall neither sow nor reap what grows of 
its own accord, nor gather the grapes of your untended vine.  For 
it is the Jubilee; it shall be holy to you; you shall eat its produce 
from the field. In this Year of Jubilee, each of you shall return to 
his possession” (Leviticus 25:8-13).

First, we need to understand the “land laws” that tie into the Sabbath 
rest, which will then lead us to an understanding of “Jubilee.”

In the “land” law concerning the Sabbath, God commanded the 
land to rest every seventh year, known as the Sabbath rest for land. 
The Children of Israel were not allowed to sow or reap in fields in 
that seventh year.
  
During the seventh year Sabbath rest, all debt “rested” as well, but 
resumed on the eighth year.  This gave the people a break for a 
year, BUT the debt didn’t get removed.
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But on the 49th year (seventy times seven years), the trumpet 
was blown on the Day of Atonement, as it was considered the 
announcement of the coming Year of Jubilee. The Jubilee year was 
when all debts were released PERMANENTLY, or in other words 
forgiven, and land was returned to its original owner (Leviticus 
25:8-13). In the Jubilee year, all those who lost land could reclaim 
their inheritance (Promised Land).

So according to the Law, the year of the Sabbath land “rest” and 
the Year of Jubilee were both announced on the Day of Atonement.
 
The typical Day of Atonement was celebrated each year through 
“an affliction of soul,” which required fasting, prayer, repentance 
and offerings.  But when the Year of Jubilee came around, this 
Feast was different.  Instead of “affliction of soul,” it was joyful as 
it celebrated freedom, liberty, and release to return to family and 
it’s inheritance.
Let’s go back in biblical history, to the story when the nation of 
Israel was about to enter into the “Promised Land” and these 
“Sabbath” land laws would go into affect.

On the first day of the month (Abib/Nisan), a year later after 
arriving at the base of Mt. Sinai, the building of the Tabernacle 
was completed (Exodus 40:2). Each leader of the twelve tribes 
took part in the dedication, offering sacrifices, one tribe each day.  
By the 14th day, the Tabernacle was completely dedicated and the 
nation could rest and celebrate the Passover Feast.

Then later toward the end of the second month, God began to 
lead the Children of Israel toward the land He had promised “His 
Bride:”

“Now it came to pass on the twentieth day of the second month, 
in the second year, that the cloud was taken up from above the 
Tabernacle of Testimony” (Numbers 10:11).

This journey was supposed to bring them to the edge of the Promised 
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Land in 11 days (Deuteronomy 1:2). But because the children of 
Israel grumbled and complained about only eating manna (which 
sent a plague), and Miriam challenged the qualifications of Moses 
being their leader (which sent a plague upon her), the journey took 
longer.

Finally, the day came when Moses picked a leader from each tribe 
to go and spy out the land of Canaan to gather information. They 
were also instructed to bring back fruit of the land to taste and see 
that this was God’s “Promised Land.”

“…Be of good courage.  And bring some of the fruit of the land.  
‘Now the time was the season of the first grapes” (Numbers 13:20).

Forty days later, they arrived with a cluster of grapes, pomegranates, 
and figs from the Valley of Eschol. When they arrived, they gave 
their report that indeed the land was plentiful.  However, ten of the 
leaders, whose hearts were focused on the power of the enemy, 
produced a report of fear and unbelief.  This isn’t surprising after 
reading how they handled adversity up to this point:

“Nevertheless the people who dwell in the land are strong; the cities 
are fortified and very large; moreover we saw the descendants of 
Anak there” (Numbers 13:28)

Two of the leaders, Joshua and Caleb, were focused on the Promise 
of the Lord. They tried to persuade the people to remember who 
was with them (the Lord), and to go in faith:

“Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, ‘Let us go 
up at once and take possession, for we are well able to overcome 
it” (Numbers 13:30).

Unfortunately, the people were persuaded by the negative report.

“The land through which we have gone as spies is a land that 
devours its inhabitants, and all the people who we saw in it are 
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men of great stature.  There we saw the giants [the descendant of 
Anak]; and we were like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we 
were in their sight” (Numbers 13:33).

Not only did the people weep through the night, but they all 
banded together to blame Moses for bringing them there, and while 
having a pity party, they wished they had died in the wilderness. 
This thinking then prompted them to try and elect a new leader 
(Numbers14:1-4).  

Moses and Aaron interceded for the people’s sin, and thank God 
they did. If they hadn’t, God would have wiped them all out in His 
anger.  But Moses reminded the Lord of His promise of Covenant, 
and so He pardoned the people.  However, God did NOT allow 
them to enter into the Promised Land.

“Then the LORD said: ‘I have pardoned, according to your word; 
but truly, as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of 
the LORD - because all these men who have seen My glory and 
the signs which I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and have 
put Me to the test these ten times and have not heeded My voice, 
they certainly shall NOT see the land of which I swore to their 
fathers, nor shall any of those who rejected Me see it.  BUT My 
servant Caleb, because he has a different spirit in him and has 
followed me FULLY, I will bring into the land where he went, and 
his descendants shall inherit it” (Numbers 14:20-24).

Later on, God declared that only Joshua and Caleb would get the 
privilege of entering into the Promised Land, and not those who 
voted against their initial report (Numbers 14:30). Unfortunately, 
they had to wait for 40 years and go through the wilderness 
experience as well.

Of course, after the Lord delivered this judgment and closed the 
door for the Children of Israel to enter into the Promised Land, 
ALL the tribes mourned and repented, and afterwards, presumed 
that they could resume with Plan A of conquering the Promised 
land.
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“…Here we are, and we will go up to the place which the LORD 
has promised, for we have sinned” (Numbers 14:40)!

But God did NOT change His mind.  The Day of Judgment had 
come, and the door was closed.  Instead of entering into the 
blessings of Jubilee, which is what this day should have been if 
they had listened to Joshua and Caleb’s report, they were all now 
mourning.  The land/property (which was rightfully theirs because 
the Lord was “their Groom”) was given over to the Canaanites to 
continue ruling over for 40 years.  The Children of Israel entered 
into God’s judgment, and now had to live in a land that was not 
their own, consequence of their sin.

When the Lord had the Children of Israel move out toward the 
Promised Land, God’s timing to fulfill His prophetic promises 
were lining up even with the timing of the “Year of Jubilee.” God 
had prophesied to Abraham of the land that He would give His 
descendants.  He even declared how long His descendants would 
be strangers in a different land:

“…Know certainly that our descendants will be strangers in a 
land that is not theirs and will serve them, and they will afflict 
them four hundred years.  And also nation whom they serve I will 
judge; afterward they shall come out with great possessions......
But in the fourth generation they shall return here, for the iniquity 
of the Amorites is not yet complete” (Genesis 15:13,14,16).

If the Children of Israel would have trusted the Lord and believed, 
they would have entered into the “Year of Jubilee” and seen those 
promises fulfilled.  They would have reclaimed the place of their 
inheritance as prophesied by the Lord in Genesis 15:16, as well as 
promised to Abraham in Genesis 17:8.  But because they didn’t 
trust Him, it turned into a “Day of Judgment.”

This is one story that illustrates how there are two outcomes on the 
Day of Atonement, at God’s “SET TIME,” that God established in 
His blueprint:  One of judgment, and one of Jubilee:

147



Today, believers can come before the Lord on the Day of Atonement 
and judge themselves and repent for anything that doesn’t line up 
with God’s word. This “dress rehearsal” is probably the greatest 
one to practice, because it causes us to stop and examine our hearts 
and ask, “Are we ready to see the Lord face to face?”

Someday, when Christ comes back, we will be judged on the Day 
of Atonement.  Some believers, who are like Joshua and Caleb, 
will enter into “Jubilee.” This will be the “remnant” who allowed 
the sanctification process to take hold of their souls, making them 
“forgivers” and “overcomers” who choose God’s faithfulness.  
They will be used like Joshua and Caleb to lead the rest into the 
“Promised Land” and subdue the enemies. They will “rest” in their 
glorified bodies because the debt incurred (death) will be removed 
and their body redeemed from the earth (1 Corinthians 15:51-58).

“They sang as it were a new song before the throne, before the 
four living creatures, and the elders; and no one could learn 
that song except the hundred and forty-four thousand who were 
REDEEMED FROM THE EARTH” (Revelations 14:3).

The rest will be judged by “fire” on the Day of Atonement. The 
“fire” is God’s “fiery law” (Deuteronomy 33:2), which will judge 
those who have been “lawless,” or have despised God’s laws, or 
have become bitter and unforgiving. They will continue on in the 
Lord’s sanctification process throughout the Millennium until the 
end when they too will receive their Jubilee reward.

“And you shall remember that the LORD your God led you all the 
way these forty years in the wilderness, to humble you and test 
you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His 
commandments or not” (Deuteronomy 8:2).

The ultimate reward is the full redemption promise that will be 
realized through the Laws of Jubilee on the Day of Atonement. 
To have access to heaven and earth in a glorified body and to live 
eternally is the hope that is in every believer and will happen for 
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ALL in God’s time (Ephesians 1:10).

But the Jubilee of all Jubilees will be when ALL of creation is 
removed from sin, AND, the land is restored to the KING OF 
KINGS!

“Behold, the LORD GOD shall come with a strong hand, with 
His arm ruling for Him; Behold, His reward is with Him, and His 
recompense before Him” (Isaiah 40:10).

Unity in the Spirit
by Tamara Carroll
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THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES - PART 1
An Overall Look at the Blueprint and Meaning

Five days after the Day of Atonement, the celebration of the Feast 
of Tabernacles commences.  Tabernacles is the seventh and final 
Feast of the Hebraic Covenant Calendar. The number seven means 
blessing and completion and is so fitting that this Feast is all about 
celebration, joy, and “REST from works.”

“Speak to the children of Israel, saying, ‘The fifteenth day of this 
seventh month shall be the Feast of Tabernacles for seven days 
to the LORD.  On the first day there shall be a holy convocation 
[dress rehearsal].  You shall do no customary work on it.  For seven 
days you shall offer an offering made by fire to the LORD.  On the 
eighth day you shall have a holy convocation (dress rehearsal), 
and you shall offer an offering made by fire to the LORD. It is 
a sacred assembly, and you shall do no customary work on it’” 
(Leviticus 23:34-36).

The Feast of Tabernacles is also known as the “Feast of 
Ingathering,” as it is celebrated at the final gathering of the harvest 
season, signifying the mark of the end of the agricultural year 
(Exodus 23:16). Whereas the Passover offering is associated with 
the barley harvest, and Pentecost is associated with the wheat 
harvest, Tabernacles is associated with the grape harvest.  Since 
Tabernacles concludes the “blessings of the land” to be reaped for 
the year, God’s people can REST from their labors and REJOICE, 
which is the heart of this Feast.

“And you shall take for yourselves on the first day the fruit of 
beautiful trees, branches of palm trees, the boughs of leafy trees, 
and willows of the brook; and you shall REJOICE before the 
LORD your God for seven days” (Leviticus 23:40).

Historically, on the first day of Tabernacles, the Israelites sang 
Psalm 105 when the priests poured their offerings of water 
and wine on the altar.  Psalm 105 is a brief history of how God 
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redeemed the Children of Israel from Pharaoh and slavery.  This 
kicked off the celebration.

The Israelites were also instructed to take fruit of beautiful trees, 
branches of palm trees, willow, and rejoice before the Lord seven 
days, which is why the Feast of Tabernacles is referred as a season 
of joy (Leviticus 23:40).

The Feast of Tabernacles is also known as “Sukkot,” which when 
translated means, “Feast of Booths.” This is because the Lord 
commanded the Children of Israel to live in temporary houses, or 
“tents/booths,” during the Feast so that they would remember how 
the Lord provided covering and dwelt with them, even in their 
forty years of testing through their wilderness wanderings.

“You shall dwell in booths for seven days. All who are native 
Israelites shall dwell in booths, that your generations may know 
that I made the children of Israel dwell in booths when I brought 
them out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God” (Leviticus 
23:42.43).

The “temporary tent/booth” today is symbolic of a New Covenant 
believer’s mortal (temporary) body, where God’s presence dwells 
because of the Holy Spirit deposited in us.

“Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the 
Spirit of God dwells in you?” (1 Corinthians 3:16).

This deposit is a guarantee until we receive our immortal 
(permanent) bodies.

“who [speaking of the Holy Spirit] is the guarantee of our 
inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to 
the praise of His glory” (Ephesians 1:14).

The Tabernacles blueprint also required drink and wine offerings to 
be given seven days of the Feast of Tabernacles.  The drink offering 
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was symbolized as an outpouring of the Holy Spirit (water) that 
prophesied of the manifestation of the promised inheritance.   At 
God’s SET TIME, our mortal bodies will be free from death and 
we will be clothed in God’s glory.

“But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, 
for the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, 
by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone” (Hebrews 
2:9).

The wine represented fruitfulness, but also the overthrow of evil 
because of the wrath of God that produces righteousness in the 
earth.  A similar pattern is found in Revelation 16, as the “seven 
bowls of wrath” are poured out, confirming this transformation 
process of light overcoming darkness.

“Go and pour out the bowls of the wrath of God on the earth” 
(Revelation 16:1).

God warns in Revelation 14 that those who worship the beast will 
be affected by God’s wrath:

“If anyone worships the beast and his image and receives his mark 
on his forehead or on his hand, he himself shall also drink of the 
wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the 
cup of His indignation” (Revelation 14:9,10).

In addition to the offerings, at the end of every seventh year, the 
Lord commanded the Israelites to read the LAW each day of the 
Feast:

 “And Moses commanded them, saying: ‘At the end of every seven 
years, at the appointed time in the year of release, at the Feast of 
Tabernacles, when all Israel comes to appear before the Lord your 
God in the place which He chooses, you shall read this law before 
all Israel in their hearing” (Deuteronomy 31:10,11).
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By opening up the Law and reading what God spoke in His Tablets 
of Covenant, the hearts were reminded of God’s love and promise 
for each of them.

It is interesting to note that the Feast of Tabernacles was not 
properly celebrated for over 900 years between Joshua and Ezra 
(Nehemiah 8:17).  But just one week after the completion of 
the wall of the second temple in Jerusalem, the people gathered 
together for the Feast of Trumpets and stayed through the Feast of 
Tabernacles.  They re-established reading the Law so their hearts 
could hear the Law, His Promise, and respond to the Word and 
worship Him (Nehemiah 9:3; Romans 4:15; 7:7).

“Therefore, by the deeds of the Law, no flesh will be justified in 
His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin” (Romans 3:21).

In reading through Jewish Feast history, the Jewish people mark 
the 7th day as “Hoshanah Rabbah,” which means, “The Day of the 
Great Hosanna.”  The name translates, “save now” or “deliver us,” 
because the Israelites would pray during this time for God to send 
the latter rain so that the ground would be ready for the spring 
season.  They also prayed for Messiah to deliver them.  Today’s 
Jewish traditions include reading seven liturgical poems. and 
beating willows on the ground to get rid of sin. However, these 
traditions are not found in Scriptures.

The 8th day of Tabernacles was “set apart” and is much like a 
wedding celebration, in which the bride and groom are united as 
ONE, and because of the Covenant made, ALL rejoice, dance, and 
toast to NEW BEGINNINGS.

The Feast of Tabernacles blueprint primarily focuses on God 
perfecting His promise of immortality, through His Son returning 
to the earth as our Kinsmen Redeemer and releasing us from 
the debts of sin (Book of Ruth). The seven days of the Feast of 
Tabernacles fulfills the laws of cleansing (Leviticus 13,14).  This 
lawful process of purification rids us of our sinful flesh so we can 
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receive our “immortal and glorified body (a permanent dwelling) 
and fully “tabernacle with God” (Numbers 19).

“Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 
even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the 
adoption, the redemption of our body [inheritance of a glorified 
body]” (Romans 8:23).

Until Christ returns, we celebrate like our forefathers, with great 
anticipation of the “promises” to come.  And like the Children 
of Israel in the days of the Old Testament, who were known as a 
“Church in the wilderness” (Acts. 7:38), the “Church at large” for 
the past 2,000 years has been living in temporary booths (bodies), 
with the presence of God (deposit of the Holy Spirit), hoping 
to enter into the Promised Land (“New Jerusalem” which is an 
immortal corporate body).

“For we know that if our earthly house, this TENT, is destroyed, we 
have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens.  For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed 
with our habitation which is from heaven.  If indeed, having been 
clothed, we shall not be found naked.  For we who are in this tent 
groan, being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but 
further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life. Now 
He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has 
given us the Spirit as a guarantee” (2 Corinthians 5:1-5). 

The fulfillment of this Feast will mark the beginning of the New 
Millennium reign of Christ here on the earth.  The Church at large 
will then be able to “REST” from the war with Satan as He is 
“bound” for a thousand years while Christ judges the nations and 
restores the earth with His righteousness.

“He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil 
and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; and cast him into 
the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that 
he should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years were 
finished….” (Revelation 20:2,3). 
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THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES - PART 2
The Meaning of the 1st and 8th “Holy” Day

During the eight-day celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles, the 
first and the eighth day of the Feast of Tabernacles are said to be 
“HOLY.” What is their significance?

God declared that the first and eighth day of the Feast of 
Tabernacles were both “Sabbath rests.”  However, there is a notable 
difference between the two Sabbaths.  The first day was more like 
a “firstfruits” offering to the Lord.   The head of the family gave 
the firstfruits of their harvest, and no one was supposed to work.

“On the first day there shall be a holy convocation. You shall do 
no customary work on it” (Leviticus 23:35).

As a reminder, the three corporate gatherings God commanded all 
the heads of the household to attend and contribute their firstfruits 
harvest was Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles (Exodus 23:14-
17).
  
But the second “Holy Day” was a “sacred assembly,” and was 
corporate in nature celebrated on the 8th day with ALL celebrating 
with joy, much like a wedding reception.

“For seven days you shall offer an offering made by fire to the 
LORD. On the eighth day you shall have a holy convocation, 
and you shall offer an offering made by fire to the LORD. It is a 
SACRED ASSEMBLY and you shall do no customary work on it” 
(Leviticus 23:36).

The first and eighth day of the Tabernacles celebration were “HOLY 
DAYS,” and confirm the blueprint found in the New Testament 
of how the Lord will redeem His corporate covenant blueprint 
through the two resurrections written in Revelation 20:4-12. One 
is at the beginning of the Millennium that calls forth the Lord’s 
“Firstfruits” remnant, and the second at the end of the Millennium 
that calls forth His “Bride.”
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When it is the Lord’s time to fulfill these Fall Feasts, the first day of 
Tabernacles will commence the “promise of our glorified bodies” 
for those chosen to be His “Firstfruits” remnant.  This includes the 
“dead in Christ” and those alive during this time who are chosen 
to reign with Christ in the Millennium (1 Corinthians 5:52-54).

God’s Word instructs how our bodies will go from corruptible to 
incorruptible. According to the Law in Numbers 19, while we are 
in our mortal bodies (which the Lord symbolically refers to as 
“tents” to describe our bodies), we are “unclean.” This is because 
we have inherited the sins of Adam, which is why believer’s bodies 
still get diseases and die (Romans 6:23).

But during the fulfillment of the Feast of Tabernacles, the process 
of “death being swallowed in victory” begins with the “Firstfruits” 
remnant (1 Corinthians 15:54; Romans 8:19; 2 Peter 3:13). In 
order for the “Firstfruits remnant” to receive immortality, they 
must go through a lawful “purification process”:

“This is the law when a man dies in a tent; All who come into 
the tent and all who are in the tent shall be unclean seven days” 
(Numbers 19:14).

God required a seven-day cleansing period, which is the same 
length of time of the Feast of Tabernacles before the 8th day of 
the “sacred assembly.” On the 3rd and 7th day, the “clean person 
took hyssop and dipped it in water and sprinkled it on the tent.” 
Afterwards, the body was considered “purified.”

When this Feast is fulfilled, Christ, as our High Priest, will be the 
One who is “clean” and able to cleanse us (Numbers 19:11,12).  
On the 8th day, the remnant will be able to lawfully present 
themselves to the Father:

“After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which 
no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white 
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robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a 
loud voice, saying, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb”(Revelation 7:9)!

During His ministry on earth, Jesus appeared at the Feast of 
Tabernacles in the middle of the week, perhaps the 3rd day as 
it would then coincide with the Law of Purification” (John 7:2-
14;37-39; Numbers 19). 

A blueprint that coincides with this “cleansing” and ready as 
one “set apart” is found in the laws concerning circumcision.  
Circumcision was a SIGN of the Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 
17:10-12).  On the 8th day, every male was circumcised (set apart).   
In the New Testament, this is a circumcision of the heart (Genesis 
17; Romans 4:11,12).  In the Millennium, it will be a complete 
body circumcision (set apart from death):

“For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because 
we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may 
be swallowed up by life” (2 Corinthians 5:4).

The 8th day was also the “law of presentation of the “firstborn” 
(Exodus 22:29.30).

“They shall come with weeping, And with supplications I will 
lead them. I will cause them to walk by the rivers of waters, In a 
straight way in which they shall not stumble; For I am a Father 
to Israel, And Ephraim (whose name means fruitful which is the 
“Firstfruits” remnant) is My firstborn” (Jeremiah 31:9).

And finally, the “law of the priesthood” required seven days to 
consecrate a priest before they could go before God on the 8th day:

“And you shall not go outside the door of the tabernacle of meeting 
for seven days, until the days of your consecration are ended.  For 
seven days he [the priest] shall consecrate you” (Leviticus 8:33).
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Through the order of Melchizedek, Christ was confirmed as our 
“High Priest,” sitting on the right side of the throne next to His 
Father, making a way for us to become “priests.” Christ was not 
born of the tribe of Levites, who were assigned the priesthood. He 
was born of the tribe of Judah (Hebrews 7).  However, Melchizedek 
sets the example of the ability to enter into a “Holy” priesthood 
that did not come through the Adamic lineage, but a holy lineage 
of the Father and His firstborn:

“And they sang a new song, saying: ‘You are worthy to take 
the scroll, and to open its seals; For You were slain, And have 
redeemed us to God by Your blood, Out of every tribe and tongue 
and people and nation, And have made us KINGS and PRIESTS to 
our God; And we shall reign on the earth’” (Revelation 5:9,10).

Ezekiel 44 gives us a clue to the difference between the holy 
“Melchizedek” priesthood, and the sinful “Levite” priesthood 
that continues to wrestle with sin because of our Adamic nature.  
Ezekiel describes the “idolatrous” priests who are limited to 
minister to man in the outer court.

But Ezekiel also describes the priests called the “sons of Zadok,” 
who could minister to man in the outer and inner court, as well 
as the “Holies of Holy” (Ezekiel 44:15-20; 48:11).  These are the 
“priests” of the Melchizedek order, who are “set apart” first, and 
chosen to be a part of the first resurrection. They have access to 
minister to God in heaven and earth, going back and forth as Jesus 
did after His resurrection.

The wool and linen garments written in Ezekiel 44 are symbolic 
of the garments made of the flesh (earth) and the spirit (heaven). 
The wool garments come from animals and signify the flesh, or 
earth. Wool makes the body sweat, which is a sign of labor.  Linen 
is made from plants and signifies the spiritual realm.  Linen does 
NOT cause sweat, thus symbolizing a rest from labor.
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Having the ability to go from heaven and earth, with “linen 
garments,” as well as “wool garments,” is the fulfillment of the 
dream of Jacob’s Ladder in Genesis 28, and later fulfilled through 
the resurrection of Christ (Acts 1:3; Luke 24:37-39; 2 Corinthians 
5:1-5; 1 Corinthians 15:35-50).

On the 8th day of the Feast of Tabernacles, the “Firstfruits” remnant 
will be “caught up” or “harpazo” and presented to the Father.  This 
will be a firstfruits “sacred assembly.”  The Firstfruits remnant 
(overcoming “body” of believers described in Revelation 2, 3, and 
14:4), will be joined to the “Head,” Jesus, and become united.  The  
“Firstfruits” remnant will have the ability to go back and forth 
from heaven to earth as Jesus did after His resurrection in linen 
and wool garments.  Why?  So they can “reign as priests” with 
Christ in the Millennium (Revelation 5:9,19; Revelation 20:6).

At the end of the Millennium, at the second resurrection, the 
“Bride of Christ” will go through this same cleansing process and 
will be set apart on the 8th day.

The heart of God is for His physical creation to manifest His glory.  
The inheritance of the “sons of God’ is a glorified body that was 
lost in the Garden of Eden, but redeemed through Christ. God 
created a redemption plan that is divided into three stages:

First, JUSTIFIED through the Passover experience as we accept 
Christ and our Spirit is reunited with the Lord, producing PEACE 
(Romans 5:1,9).

Secondly, SANCTIFIED through the Pentecost experience as we 
receive a deposit of His glory through the Holy Spirit, working 
out our salvation through fear and trembling, producing POWER 
(Philippians 2:12).

Thirdly, GLORIFIED through the Tabernacles experience as we 
receive our incorruptible bodies, producing REST (1 Corinthians 
15:53).
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This process of the Lord’s glory covering the earth will continue 
to go from “glory to glory” until ALL creation submits to Christ’s 
authority. The Millennium will begin the process of entering into 
the fullness of “rest.”  It will produce a harvest at the end of the 
Millennium, the “New Jerusalem.” Then ALL of creation will 
enter into REST and redemption in His time.

“And I heard a voice from heaven saying, ‘Behold, the 
TABERNACLE of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, 
and they shall be His people.  God Himself will be with them and 
be their God.  And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; 
there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying.  There shall 
be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.’  Then 
He who sat on the throne said, ‘Behold, I make all things new.’  
And He said to me, ‘Write, for these words are true and faithful’” 
(Revelation 21:3-5).
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THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES  - PART 3
The Law of Leprosy and the Two Comings of Christ

We have learned that on the Day of Atonement, the ceremony of 
the two goats reveals a blueprint of the purpose of the first and 
second coming of Christ (Leviticus 16, 17).  The first goat is 
symbolic of a death work, prophesying of the death work of Christ 
who became our sacrifice for sin.  The second goat is symbolic of 
a living work, when Christ comes back, and sin is removed so we 
can LIVE eternally.  

There is another prophetic blueprint of the “cleansing” purpose 
of Christ’s first and second coming revealed through the Laws 
of Leprosy in Leviticus 13 and 14 that are tied to the Feast of 
Tabernacles.

When Christ overcame death at His first coming, the Lord sent 
forth a “firstfruits” of cleansing for those who believed that He 
was the Savior. Believers were given a deposit of the gift of the 
Holy Spirit as a guarantee of a greater cleansing to come.  

The completion of the cleansing in our bodies from death to eternal 
life is patterned to occur during the Feast of Tabernacles when 
Christ returns.  Believers will mimic the blueprint of the seven-
day Laws of “purification.”  The Feast of Tabernacles, requiring a 
drink offering each of day for seven days, foreshadows the seven-
day final “cleansing process” (Leviticus 23:36-38).  

“Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “This shall be the law of 
the leper for the day of his cleansing: He shall be brought to the 
priest.  And the priest shall go out of the camp, and the priest shall 
examine him; and indeed, if the leprosy is healed in the leper,  then 
the priest shall command to take for him who is to be cleansed two 
living and clean birds, cedar wood, scarlet, and hyssop.  And the 
priest shall command that one of the birds be killed in an earthen 
vessel over running water.  As for the living bird, he shall take it, 
the cedar wood and the scarlet and the hyssop, and dip them and 
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the living bird in the blood of the bird that was killed over the 
running water.  And he shall sprinkle it seven times on him who is 
to be cleansed from the leprosy, and shall pronounce him clean, 
and shall let the living bird loose in the open field” (Leviticus 
14:1-7). 

The Scriptures spell out specific signs that determined if a person 
had leprosy, as well as the process for the “sanctification” guidelines 
in Leviticus 13.  Simply put, when the priest determined the leper 
was “clean,” the Law required the priest to perform a sacrifice that 
was an announcement to all that the leper was “clean” (Leviticus 
14:10).  

Jesus Himself followed the Laws of Leprosy when he told the man 
whom he healed to go present himself to the priest.  

“And behold, a leper came and worshiped Him, saying, ‘Lord, 
if You are willing, You can make me clean.’ Then Jesus put out 
His hand and touched him, saying, ‘I am willing; be cleansed.’ 
Immediately his leprosy was cleansed.  And Jesus said to him, ‘See 
that you tell no one; but go your way, show yourself to the priest, 
and offer the gift that Moses commanded, as a testimony to them’” 
(Matthew 8:2-4).

Once the leper was considered “clean,” the priest would take two 
living doves (birds) for an atoning offering.  

The first dove was killed in an earthen vessel over running water 
(symbolic of Christ coming in the form of man in an earthen body 
and is the ONLY way man can be “clean” before the LORD).  The 
word for running in Hebrew is “chay” and means “living.”  Jesus 
is our “living water,” and cleanses our sins, and in Him we triumph 
over death.   

“For the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd 
them and lead them to living fountains of waters. And God will 
wipe away every tear from their eyes” (Revelation 7:17).
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The second dove was then dipped in the blood of the first bird 
that had been killed in “an earthen vessel under running water,” 
and then sprinkled seven times over the leper in order for him to 
be declared purified.  Seven is the number for completion, and 
coincidently, follows the same pattern with the Law of Purification: 

“He who touches the dead body of anyone shall be unclean seven 
days.  He shall purify himself with the water on the third day and 
on the seventh day; then he will be clean. But if he does not purify 
himself on the third day and on the seventh day, he will not be 
clean” (Numbers 19:11,12).

The second dove foreshadows the purpose of the second coming of 
Christ, when believers receive their glorified bodies and enjoy the 
freedom of eternal life with Christ.  The glorification is a process 
of purification that coincides with final following steps of the Law 
of Leprosy and the drink offerings of Tabernacles:  

After the two-dove sacrifice offering, the priest pronounces the 
leper clean, and then the living bird is let loose into the open 
field.  The pronounced “clean” person returns back into the camp.  
However, the “clean” person cannot be loosed into the “open 
field” for another seven days.  The clean person must stay outside 
of his tent for seven days.  Even though the priest declared the 
leper purified with the sprinkling of water, it takes seven days for 
the Law of Purification to be complete.  

On the 7th day, the “clean” person is completely bathed, shaved, 
and given new clothes to wear in preparation for the 8th day.  And 
on the 8th day, the priest presented him to the Lord as “clean” at 
the door of the Tabernacle of Meeting, making atonement for him 
before the LORD (Leviticus 14:8-20). 

When presented at the door of the Tabernacle of Meeting (Throne), 
the offering for atonement is a lamb, fine flour, oil, and a log of oil:

“And on the eighth day he shall take two male lambs without 
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blemish, one ewe lamb of the first year without blemish, three-tenths 
of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering, and one 
log of oil.  Then the priest who makes him clean shall present the 
man who is to be made clean, and those things, before the LORD, at 
the door of the tabernacle of meeting.  And the priest shall take one 
male lamb and offer it as a trespass offering, and the log of oil, and 
wave them as a wave offering before the LORD” (Leviticus 14:10-
12).

Let’s summarize what we learn from the Law of the Leprosy as it 
pertains to the second coming of Jesus Christ:

When the Lord returns, the Day of Atonement will be the day 
the High Priest (Jesus Christ) judges who is His remnant (sons of 
God) and pronounces them “clean.” The purification process of 
transforming their bodies from the death to eternal life, to be clothed 
in God’s glory, mimics the purpose of the second dove.  The “sons of 
God” who have been chosen to reign with Jesus in the Millennium 
(Firstfruits Remnant), are those who begin the purification process 
of transforming their incorrupt body into the glorious body the Lord 
has promised:

“…For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality.  So when this corruptible has put on 
incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be 
brought to pass the saying that is written: ‘Death is swallowed up in 
victory’” (1 Corinthians 15:52-55).

Leviticus 14 also reveals that the second dove, which is still alive, is 
released into the open field after it is dipped in blood and sprinkled 
on the leper. From Matthew 13:38, we learn that “field” is symbolic 
of the world, so the purpose of releasing the remnant (sons of God) 
is so they assist King Jesus in establishing His righteousness in the 
earth (world) the Millennium after they are completely “cleansed.”

“He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called 
The Word of God” (Revelation 19:13).
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“And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and CLEAN, 
followed Him on white horses” (Revelation 19:14).

Before the remnant can assist the King of Kings in the Millennium, 
they must first be presented before the throne.  So the final offering, 
given at the door of the Tabernacle is symbolic in itself as follows:  
Jesus, the Passover Lamb, and the “lambs” who know Him (Bride), 
along with the oil (deposit of God’s glory through the gift of the 
Holy Spirit), and a log of oil (which the full measure of God’s 
glory), are presented on the 8th day before the throne (Tabernacle 
of meeting). The fine flour represents His pure righteousness.  

The following Scriptures in Leviticus 14 are a foreshadowing of 
God’s house (Temple, New Jerusalem, Bride of Christ) that is 
mentioned in Revelation 22, whom are “living stones” that are 
cleansed, brought together as ONE, and in whom God’s glory can 
fully dwell:

“But if the priest comes in and examines it, and indeed the plague 
has not spread in the house after the house was plastered, then 
the priest shall pronounce the house clean, because the plague is 
healed.  And he shall take, to cleanse the house, two birds, cedar 
wood, scarlet, and hyssop. Then he shall kill one of the birds in 
an earthen vessel over running water;  and he shall take the cedar 
wood, the hyssop, the scarlet, and the living bird, and dip them in 
the blood of the slain bird and in the running water, and sprinkle the 
house seven times.  And he shall cleanse the house [tabernacle’s] 
with the blood of the bird and the running water and the living 
bird, with the cedar wood, the hyssop, and the scarlet.  Then he 
shall let the living bird loose outside the city in the open field, and 
make atonement for the house, and it shall be clean” (Leviticus 
14:48-53).

“Then I, John, saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband.  And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, ‘Behold, 
the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, 
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and they shall be His people.  God Himself will be with them 
and be their God.  And God will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying.  There 
shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away” 
(Revelation 21:2-4).

Finally, it is not a coincidence that the dove was also used in 
Noah’s days to signify the time of “new life” after the floodwaters 
of God’s wrath had dried up, and when they were able to leave 
the ark (Genesis 8:8-12).  The pattern is similar to the “Laws of 
Leprosy” in that Noah sent a dove out every seven days, and when 
the dove finally didn’t return any longer, it was a sign of new 
beginnings (a CLEAN start as evil was wiped out with the flood).  
Eight in the Bible is the number for new beginnings.

Intimacy
by Tamara Carroll
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THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES - PART 4
The Feast Pattern Foreshadowed through Jacob

During the week of the Feast of Tabernacles, reflecting (dwelling) 
upon the Lord and His Covenant promises were a part of the fabric 
of what God’s people did each year.
  
Let’s take time to do the same by reviewing Jacob’s family’s 
history and journey with the Lord and identify the pattern and 
purpose of the seven Feasts reflected in his own life.

BIBLICAL HISTORY PRIOR TO JACOB

After the flood of Noah’s days, wickedness began spreading 
throughout the earth once again with the help of Nimrod’s reign 
that birthed the “anti-Christ” government (Genesis 10,11). The 
Lord decided to choose one of Noah’s great, great grandsons to 
establish the next covenant that would usher in the solution to stop 
the cycle of evil (sin) that was separating mankind from the Lord 
(Genesis 12).   

God determined that this next covenant could not be dependent 
on man’s ability to keep his promise to the Lord in order to fulfill 
the covenant.  God would not only initiate the covenant, keep it 
and perfect it in Himself, but also “set apart” a people to perfect 
the process that would bring forth the “Son of man” in the earth.  
The person God chose to initiate this plan through was Father 
Abraham:

“I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations 
of you, and kings shall come from you.  And I will establish My 
covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you 
in their generations, for an everlasting covenant…” (Genesis 
17:6,7).

It was through Abraham’s lineage that God would multiply His 
people to the ends of the earth like the sands of the sea and the 

167



stars in the sky. Abraham later had a son Isaac, the chosen “Seed” 
used to fulfill the Covenant promise.

“And I will make your descendants multiply as the stars of heaven; 
I will give to your descendants all these lands; and in your SEED 
all the nations of the earth shall be blessed” (Genesis 26:4).

In a moment that did not make sense to the fulfilling of those 
Covenant promises, Abraham was commanded by God to offer 
Isaac up as a sacrifice (Genesis 22:2).  Of course, we know the 
story of how God stopped Abraham and provided a ram, but I am 
pointing out this part of the story to show how Isaac was a symbol 
of Christ, offered up for our sins.

Afterwards, Isaac had two sons: Esau and Jacob. Jacob, the younger 
son, would end up being the son who would inherit the Abrahamic 
Covenant promise, multiply it, and through his family, form a 
nation. When it was time for Isaac to bequeath the inheritance of 
the Covenant, Isaac blessed Jacob and charged him:

“May God Almighty bless you, and make you fruitful and multiply 
you, that you may be an assembly of peoples; And give you the 
blessing of Abraham, to you and your descendants with you, that 
you may inherit the land In which you are a stranger, which God 
gave to Abraham” (Genesis 28:3-4).

Through Jacob, the Covenant would multiply into an “assembly of 
people.” Given that Isaac represented a foreshadowing of Christ, 
Jacob represented a foreshadowing of the Early Church (Christ-
ians), that would multiply to the ends of the earth.

Jacob’s family, who become known as the Israelites, were a nation 
“set apart” for the Lord as God prophesied.  Likewise, the Church 
has been chosen to be a “set apart” people to be witnesses for 
Christ.

“Therefore may God give you of the dew of the heaven, of the 
fatness of the earth, and plenty of grain and wine. let peoples serve 
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you.  And nations bow down to you…” (Genesis 27:28,29).

IDENTIFYING THE PATTERN OF THE FEASTS IN JACOB’S 
LIFE

Now that we have a little background of Jacob, let’s identify the 
pattern we have learned of the Spring and Fall Feasts fulfilled in 
Jacob’s life, starting when he received the Covenant blessing from 
his father Isaac.

At the place that Isaac was going to pass the covenant blessing to 
Jacob, the Bible says that this occurred in the city of Beersheba, 
which is translated to mean, “well of the oath.” This blessing 
was Jacob’s “PASSOVER” experience because he inherited the 
covenant blessing of his father and great grandfather, Abraham, 
and was “set apart” and “justified” to carry it forward.

Jacob’s name means “deceiver,” which was inherent in his 
character.  Jacob received the birthright by tricking his brother 
Esau as well as his father Isaac (Genesis 27).  Once that blessing 
was given, it couldn’t be revoked.  This deception didn’t surprise 
the Lord, for he understood Jacob’s weakness.  Jacob’s motives 
at the time were seemingly based on self-gain rather than service 
to the Lord.  Esau hated his brother for stealing the birthright and 
wanted to kill him.  But God had a redemption plan that included 
working through these issues in Jacob’s life.

In the Book of Jasher, one of the lost books of the Bible that is 
mentioned in Joshua 10:13, we learn that Jacob spent much of his 
time feeding the flock and learning “the instruction of the Lord and 
the commands from his mother and father” (Jasher 26:17).  There 
is no mention of Jacob having a personal encounter with God as 
a child, but rather, taught about the God of Abraham.  We could 
surmise that Jacob desired the benefits of the birthright because he 
understood its inherent value, or he wouldn’t have taken advantage 
of his brother’s weakened state to seize the opportunity to take it 
(Genesis 25:31).
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Most of us today have a similar story.  We hear and learn about 
God, but we don’t necessarily have a personal relationship with 
Him. When we do accept Christ as our Savior, many are motivated 
out of desperation, afraid of hell, or wanting the benefits of 
eternity.  Rarely do we first come to the Lord to lay our life down 
for servanthood, becoming a “bondservant of Christ.”  This heart 
change comes through a process of tests and trials for the purpose 
of sanctification.
Not long after receiving the birthright, Jacob had an encounter with 
God through a dream, which most refer to as “Jacob’s ladder.”  In 
the dream, he saw a ladder that was set up on earth and its top 
reached heaven.  Angels were ascending and descending on this 
ladder, and then the Lord stood above it and spoke to Him:

“…I am the LORD God of Abraham your father and the God 
of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and your 
descendants.  Also, your descendants shall be spread abroad to 
the west and the east, to the north and the south; and in you and in 
your seed ALL the families of the earth shall be blessed” (Genesis 
28:13,14).

This was Jacob’s “PENTECOST” experience, with the promise 
revealed of “Tabernacles” to come.  Jesus Himself mentions this 
same “Tabernacles vision” that He Himself would experience 
after His resurrection:

“And He said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, hereafter 
you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and 
descending upon the Son of Man” (John 1:51).

Jacob’s vision happened at a place called “Luz,” which means, “the 
place of almonds.”  Almonds in the Bible represent “awakening.”  
There were twenty-two almonds on the lampstand in the Holy 
place of the tabernacle.  Jacob was “awakened” in his spirit, and 
then renamed the place of his encounter with God “Bethel,” which 
means “house of God.”  This name change was a foreshadowing 
of the deposit of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in the house 
(tent/body) of a believer after encountering (accepting) Christ.
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Jacob encounter with God empowered (awakened) him to believe 
in the God of Abraham, and to begin trusting for the promises that 
came with the birthright.  Jacob made a vow:

“…IF God will be with me, and keep me in this way that I am 
going and give me bread to eat and clothing to put on, so that I 
come back to my father’s house in peace, THEN the LORD shall 
be my God” (Genesis 28:20,21). 

Notice that this vow was conditional on God meeting Jacob’s 
needs.  It was topped off with this understanding as well:  IF God 
does such and such...THEN Jacob would believe God for His 
Word.  Most Christians are no different than Jacob when we first 
come to Christ.
Jacob’s “Pentecost” experience lasted twenty-one years. Working 
for Laban was training to learn how to become an obedient servant 
while living in a place not his home.  Jacob married Laban’s 
daughters, Leah and Rachel, and had eleven children while 
working for Laban.  Through it, God was working on Jacob’s 
character that was prone to deception, as well as taking things into 
his own hands to make things happen (Genesis 28-31).

Jacob was close to the finality of his “Pentecost” testing time when 
the Lord spoke to him through an angel to leave Laban’s and begin 
the journey back to the land he was called to, which was Jacob’s 
Feast of Trumpets call:

“I am the God of Bethel, where you anointed the pillar and where 
you made a vow to Me.  Now ARISE, get out of this land, and 
return to the land of your family” (Genesis 31:13).

Jacob obediently left, but his sinful nature led his actions once 
again. Instead of being upfront with Laban of his departure, he left 
deceptively, taking the whole flock and possessions he had gained, 
as well as his family with him (Genesis 31:18-20).

Jacob left in fear of Laban taking all he had worked for. God had 
to work out this root issue in Jacob so that he would fear the Lord 
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more than the people or about the possessions he had.  Jacob had 
learned much from being Laban’s servant, but the gain was still 
self-serving.  God had “proven” His word faithful as Jacob was 
blessed during this time with great wealth.
A final process of sanctification was needed in Jacob so he could rest 
in the knowledge of who God was in order to carry the Covenant 
forward, much like that of the “Firstfruits” remnant today.  God 
Himself raises up adversaries to get our attention when we stray 
from His ways, or when we rely on ourselves instead of the Lord’s 
leadership.  BUT, God will also cause our adversary to be subdued 
when we turn from our wicked ways:

“But if you indeed obey His voice and do all that I speak, then 
I will be an enemy to your enemies and an adversary to your 
adversaries” (Exodus 23:22).

“When a man’s way pleases the LORD, He makes even his enemies 
to be at peace with him” (Proverbs 16:7). 

God wasn’t going to allow Jacob to return home without giving 
him an opportunity to confront his sin. This is the pattern of 
occurrences during the “ten days of awe” that follow the Feast 
of Trumpets, when we are examining and preparing our hearts to 
come face to face with the Lord.  In Jacob’s case, he had to enter 
into Esau’s territory (literally let go of everything he had acquired 
working and what he stole), and make things right with his brother.

Esau had been angry, vengeful and willing to kill his brother for 
stealing his birthright. The Bible says he had a great army of 
400,000 men ready to confront Jacob to take him out. And so the 
story goes, the night before this encounter, Jacob got on his hands 
and knees and prayed with all his heart, wrestling with an Angel 
until the breaking of day.

“And He said, ‘Let Me go, for the day breaks.’  But he said, ‘I will 
not let You go unless You bless me!’  So He said to him, ‘What is 
your name?’  He said, ‘Jacob.’  And He said, ‘Your name shall no 
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longer be called Jacob, but ISRAEL; for you have struggled with 
God and with men, and have prevailed’” (Genesis 32:26-28).

Jacob had finally come to a place that all his tricks, all his strength, 
and all his planning couldn’t get him out of a position of losing 
everything he worked for.  But instead of scheming out a plan, He 
cried to the Lord for help.  This caused Jacob to wrestle with the 
Lord to contend for the promise.

As Jacob wrestled the angel, the angel asked him what his name 
was. It seems like a strange thing to ask since the angel obviously 
knew who he was.  But God set Jacob up to give him an opportunity 
to come clean, repent, and to confess his sin.  By telling the angel 
his name, Jacob was confessing that he was a deceiver.  This was 
Jacob’s DAY OF ATONEMENT.

In the midst of the wrestling, Jacob let go of the fears He was 
holding onto so tightly.  He was ready to exchange the old identity 
of being a thief and deceiver and submit to the Lord’s leadership.

Because Jacob allowed the sanctification process to work in his 
heart, this day became Jacob’s Day of JUBILEE because it was 
God’s set time to birth the new man in Jacob.  This was when 
Jacob became a “Firstfruits” remnant set apart to do the Lord’s 
work in the earth, meeting God face-to-face.

“They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads” 
(Revelation 22:4).

God changed Jacob’s name to Israel (which means “God rules”).  
Jacob/Israel understood he did not rule over his life anymore...
God did.   Jacob/Israel understood that he was chosen to carry 
forth God’s inheritance, serving a greater purpose beyond his 
comfort or will, which required him to become a “bondservant” 
of the Lord’s.
Jacob/Israel then called the name of his wrestling place “Peniel,”
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“For I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved” 
(Genesis 32:30).

Peniel comes from the root word Panah-el which means “face” or 
“presence,” which is why Jacob called the wrestling place Peniel.
Just as Jacob/Israel crossed over Peniel, the sun rose on him. 
This was the first sign of the “TABERNACLES” transformation 
process for Jacob.

Jacob/Israel then “bowed himself to the ground seven times” 
before meeting Esau.  This represents the seven-day “cleansing 
process of TABERNACLES” that purifies our body from “the 
wages of sin.”
As a result, instead of attacking Jacob/Israel, his enemy was 
subdued, and healing took place.

“But Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his 
neck and kissed him, and they wept” (Genesis 33:4).

Jacob/Israel offered a “firstfruits” offering of his possessions to 
Esau.  This act confirms that Jacob/Israel’s heart had changed.  
Jacob no longer held on to his possessions in greed or self-gain.  
Now he was stewarding his possessions with the Lord’s principles 
of blessings, and truly, this offering was “unto the Lord.”

Afterwards, Jacob/Israel stopped in Succoth, which is translated 
as “tabernacles/booths.” There he built himself a house and made 
booths for his livestock (Genesis 33:17).  This was the FIRST 
permanent house that Jacob/Israel had build since his “Passover” 
experience, representing the new glorified bodies we receive after 
the “purifying process” so we can permanently “tabernacle” with 
the Lord.

“But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with 
the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that 
is, not of this creation” (Hebrews 9:11).
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Notice this first permanent house was in the Promised Land here 
on the EARTH.  This also represents the work of the “Firstfruits” 
remnant, serving as a “priest” for the King and His Kingdom on 
earth during the Millennium.

“…You are worthy to take the scroll, and to open its seals; For 
You were slain and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out 
of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, and have made 
us kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign on the earth” 
(Revelation 5:9,10).
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FEAST OF TABERNACLES – PART 5
The Feasts Pattern Foreshadowed through Jacob’s Sons

The Jacob/Israel story continues mirroring the Feast pattern 
through his family after Jacob becomes “Israel.” The name “Israel” 
had been sealed over Jacob’s forehead after wrestling with God, 
landing him in the city of Succoth, which means, “booth/dwelling/
tabernacle.”
 
It was after Jacob crossed into the Promised Land, in Succoth, that 
he built his first house (Genesis 33:17). Up until this time, Jacob 
had lived in temporary dwellings.  This “permanent house” was 
a prophetic picture of Jacob receiving his promised “permanent 
house;” i.e., glorified body, that would never be removed from the 
Lord’s presence:

“For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because 
we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may 
be swallowed up by life” (2 Corinthians 5:4).

Having met God face to face at Peniel, the transformation process 
began for Jacob/Israel. This encounter was symbolic of the 
process that will occur for the “Firstfruits” remnant during the first 
resurrection when Christ returns:

“Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection.  
Over such the second death has no power, but they shall be priests 
of God and of Christ and shall reign with Him a thousand years” 
(Revelation 20:6).

The Firstfruits remnant is mentioned again:

“They sang as it were a new song before the throne, before the four 
living creatures, and the elders, and no one could learn that song 
except the 144,000 who were REDEEMED from the EARTH.  …
These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes.  These 
were redeemed from among men, being FIRSTFRUITS to God and 
to the Lamb” (Revelation 14:3,4).176



Jacob’s life mirrors the pattern and purpose of the Millennium 
reign, and the role of this “Firstfruits” remnant, as the Lord’s 
“priests” as He rules over the nations (Revelation 5:10).

“But you shall be named the priests of the Lord, they shall call you 
the servants of our God” (Isaiah 61:6).

After Succoth, Jacob/Israel led his family to the city of Shechem, 
where he purchased land for the first time. This is significant, 
because when Christ comes back to earth, He takes dominion over 
the LAND (kingdom) as King, with His “Firstfruits” remnant 
assisting Him (Genesis 33).

The name Shechem has two meanings; one means, “shoulder” 
as in the “responsibility or right to rule.” In Isaiah, God uses a 
verse to describes the government (leadership) upon the Lord’s 
“shoulder.”
“And the government will be upon His shoulder.”  Shoulders are 
also used to describe the governmental authority of those God 
chooses to reign with Him:

“The key of the house of David I will lay on his shoulder; So he 
shall open, and no one will shut…” (Isaiah 22:22).

Shechem was the first place God put His mantle of authority upon 
the shoulders of Jacob/Israel to carry out the Abrahamic Covenant.
Shechem’s name also means “unity.” Shechem was the place God 
established His Covenant (UNION).  For example, Shechem was 
the first place the Lord appeared and spoke to Abraham after he 
entered the land of Canaan for the first time.

“There Abraham built an altar and called on the name of the 
Lord” (Genesis 12:7,8; 13:4).

In Joshua’s farewell address, Joshua gathered all the leaders in 
Israel in Shechem and made a Covenant (UNION) with the people 
that day, representing the multiplicity of the Abrahamic Covenant 
(Joshua 23:2). 177



“So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made 
for them a statute and an ordinance in Shechem” (Joshua 24:25).

In the story of Jacob/Israel, it was at Shechem that his family 
would be tested to rule in God’s righteousness, or rule recklessly; 
to be in UNION with God’s character or not (Genesis 34).

How did this test come about? Shortly after arriving in the city 
of Shechem, the prince, whose name was Shechem, raped Dinah, 
the daughter of Jacob.  Jacob’s sons were outraged, and decided 
to take revenge.  So they tricked the men of Shechem, and killed 
them all when they were unable to defend themselves.

This vengeance was led by two of Jacob’s sons, Simeon and Levi.  
Afterwards, all the brothers joined the “evil” deed and plundered 
the city, stealing the possessions of the people because they felt 
justified (Genesis 34:25-29).

These actions did not represent the righteousness of God, but 
resembled the sinful actions and character of their earthly father, 
Jacob.  Jacob had been a schemer, and one who took possessions 
unlawfully.  Jacob had never gone so far as to kill anyone, but sins 
left undealt with can lead to death. (Today, our nation has become 
a divided nation, which has produced death to our Christian 
foundation.  Because our nation has compromised and not dealt 
with the iniquity, it is hard to distinguish who is right (good), and 
who is wrong (evil).  By the actions and words presented by both 
sides, ALL look evil because of their retaliation and “justification,” 
much like the Jacob’s sons do at Shechem).

Jacob/Israel, now transformed as a “priest unto the Lord,” knew 
these actions would open the door for the Lord to raise up an 
adversary against them as well:

“…You have troubled me by making me obnoxious among the 
inhabitants of the land…” (Genesis 34:30).
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So Jacob spent time interceding and communing with God. The 
Lord said to Jacob/Israel:

“Then God said to Jacob, ‘ARISE, go up to Bethel and dwell there; 
and make an altar there to God’…” (Genesis 35:1).

Jacob/Israel is being used to awaken the family to righteousness 
because the government of God rested on his shoulders.  His job 
was to help prepare the family, lead them through a sanctification 
process, so that they were in right standing with God.  This is the 
same blueprint that resembles God’s purpose of His “Firstfruits” 
remnant in preparing the Bride throughout the Millennium.

The “wake up” call to arise is also a picture of the BRIDE’S 
FEAST OF TRUMPET “awakening” (Revelation 20:11).

God then instructed Jacob/Israel to have the family (Church) 
examine their sin, to get rid of their idols, and to repent and cleanse 
their hearts. He commanded them to “change their garments” 
that were filthy rags (sins) to garments that were symbolic of the 
“righteous acts of the saints” (Revelation 19:8).

This is a similar blueprint of the BRIDE’S TEN DAYS OF AWE 
before the Day of Atonement.

“And Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him, 
‘Put away the foreign gods that are among you, purify yourselves, 
and change your garments’” (Genesis 35:2).

Afterwards, God appeared to Jacob again.  Given that the family 
had repented wholeheartedly, they were about to enter into their 
DAY OF JUBILEE instead of DAY OF ATONEMENT.

“Your name is Jacob; your name shall not be called Jacob 
anymore, but ISRAEL shall be your name” So He called his name 
Israel” (Genesis 35:10).
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In Revelation, this moment is spoken of at the Great White Throne 
of Judgment:

“And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and 
books were opened.  And another book was opened, which is the 
Book of Life.  And the dead were judged according to their works, 
by the things which were written in the books” (Revelation 20:12).

God had already changed Jacob’s name to Israel back in Peniel. So 
why did he come again and say the same thing?  This always nagged 
me before I understood the Feast’s blueprint and the fulfillment of 
the first and second resurrection.  This second time God came to 
Jacob and told him that his name was no longer Jacob but Israel 
wasn’t to once again seal Jacob’s identity.  God was calling forth 
the identity change for the UNION of the whole family/nation.

Now the whole family/nation/bride became God’s double witness 
of His Covenant promise, following the first witness of the 
“Firstfruits” remnant.

Jacob set up a pillar of stone in the place where God talked to 
Him, and poured a drink offering and oil on it (Genesis 35:14,15). 
This was symbolic of the blueprint up ahead, of the first day of the 
Feast of Tabernacles for the Bride, when the seven-day cleansing 
process begins, as represented by the drink offering.  The water 
represents purification.  The oil represents the bodies being 
transformed into His glory.

“You also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a 
holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 2:5).

The place in which this occurs is called, “Bethel” which means 
“House of God.”

“For we know that if our earthly HOUSE, this tent, is destroyed, 
we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens” (2 Corinthians 5:1).
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This happens to be the same place Jacob met God for the first time.  
Coincidently (not really), the Covenant promises were now being 
extended to His family as well (Genesis 28:19). 
 
In addition, this event symbolically confirms the blueprint of the 
beginning of the transformation process of the Bride’s members 
being removed from death (which is the wages of sin), and glory 
dwelling in the corporate body (city), which the Bible refers to as 
the New Jerusalem:

“Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven 
and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea. 
Then I, John, saw the HOLY CITY, NEW JERUSALEM, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, 
the TABERNACLE of God is with men, and He will DWELL with 
them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them 
and be their God” (Revelation 21:1-3).

Jacob’s story mimics this death/life purification process.
 
Shortly after Jacob/Israel and his family left Bethel, Rachel 
(Jacob’s wife), went into labor.  This was going to be Jacob/Israel’s 
twelfth son, and the ONLY one to be born in the Promised Land.

“…And when there was but a little distance to go to Ephrath, 
Rachel labored in childbirth, and she had hard labor” (Genesis 
35:16).

Rachel dies giving birth. Upon Rachel’s death, she confesses a 
secret sin that she hid from Jacob and her father.  Rachel had stolen 
her father’s idols and took them with her when they departed from 
Laban’s home.  Even when Laban caught up to Jacob and accused 
him of being a thief, Rachel said nothing, and continued to hide 
the idols (Genesis 31:14-37).

When Rachel died, this hidden sin became exposed as she 
confessed when she named her newborn:
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“And so it was, as her soul was departing (for she died), 
that she called name “Ben-Oni,” but his father called him 
Benjamin”(Genesis 35:18).

Rachel’s death represented the finality of the struggle with our 
Adamic sinful nature that produces sorrow.  Rachel named her 
child “Ben-Oni,” which is translated, “son of my sorrow.”  Rachel’s 
death marked the end of the seven-day cleansing process of the 
Feast of Tabernacles, described in Scriptures as “death swallowed 
up in victory” (1 Corinthians 15:54).  Her death was the final 
cleansing of the “sins of the family” before “immortality.”

Jacob would have probably honored his wife’s dying wishes and 
agreed to name the newborn “Ben-Oni.”  Most men would in that 
situation.  But, JACOB/ISRAEL could not honor his wife’s dying 
wishes.  Jacob/Israel had the government of God’s rulership on His 
shoulders and was directed by God to rename the child according 
to who the child represented in the Covenant blueprint.  So Jacob/
Israel named his son, “Benjamin,” which means, “son of light!”

“While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become 
sons of light.” These things Jesus spoke, and departed, and was 
hidden from them” (John 12:36).

Benjamin was the ONLY son born in the Promised Land. He was 
the fulfillment of the Promise of God for the “sons of God” to arise 
and be seen in the earth as God’s light (glory) (Romans 8:19).  
Keeping in mind what we have already learned about the Feast 
of Tabernacles blueprint, which is 8 days long, 7 of those days 
were set aside for “cleansing.”  But, the 8th day was a “sacred 
assembly.”
For the Bride, the 8th day is the revealing of God’s glory dwelling 
amongst a corporate people with incorruptible bodies.  Having 
finished the cleansing process, the Bride is able to rise and stand 
before His throne.
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“Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage 
of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready” 
(Revelation 19:7).

The Bride is also now able to fulfill the vision of “Jacob’s Ladder” 
as well as being able to go from being in the presence of God’s 
throne and transported back to the earth as “sons of His light.”

“Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with 
the seven last plagues came to me and talked with me, saying, 
‘Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife’” (Revelation 
21:9).

“And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, 
proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb.  In the middle 
of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, 
which bore twelve fruits each tree yielding its fruit every month.  
The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.    And 
there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb 
shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him.  They shall see His 
face, and His name shall be on their foreheads” (Revelation 22:1-
4).

Incidentally, all the disciples of Christ came from the tribe of 
Benjamin (with the exception of Judas), called the Galileans in the 
New Testament because they settled in Galilee after being released 
from the 70-year Babylon captivity. They received only a deposit 
of God’s glory, so the manifestation of the “sons of light” could 
not be FULLY seen in the earth until the Lord fulfills Tabernacles 
up ahead.

Benjamin’s birth prophesies of the promise of the NEW 
JERUSALEM, the Body of Christ, transformed into His glorious 
bride, full of His glory where His presence dwells:

“Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband” (Revelation 21:2).
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“I am God Almighty.  Be fruitful and multiply; a NATION and a 
company of NATIONS shall proceed from your and kings shall come 
from your body.  The land which I gave Abraham and Isaac, I give 
to you; and to your descendants after you I give this land” (Genesis 
35:11,12).

Kingdom Come
by Tamara Carroll
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PREPARE TO ADVANCE THE KINGDOM OF GOD

We are living in a time of transition in which God is preparing us to 
advance into the Millennium and be a part of His redemption plan.  
We all are a product of this last season called the Pentecostal Age.  
We came clothed in what many erroneously labeled a “gentile” 
wardrobe.  Our spirit, soul, and body were given the opportunity 
to be transformed into His image, shedding our “gentile” nature so 
we are ready to advance the Kingdom of God.  

God is stretching us to look beyond ourselves and see out from 
this Gentile Era (Age) into the Millennium, or Kingdom Era 
(Age).  His plan is to unite His body in ways that goes beyond our 
congregational walls and touches the world with His heart.  We 
are supposed to be His SIGN (Witness) to the world that He is 
the one true God.  Let’s join together and become that sign as we 
honor the Redeemer in understanding and abiding in the Hebrew 
Covenant Calendar.

Much like joining the military, we are called to something bigger 
than ourselves.  We are called to build His Kingdom “here on 
the earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10).  It will take a great 
army, led by the Commander in Chief, to establish right order, 
justice, and honor where honor is due.  But as we fall in line under 
His Command, we will all bear fruit to the nations that will bring 
healing.

“In the middle of the street, and on either side of the river, was the 
tree of life, which bore twelve fruits each yielding its fruit every 
month.  The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations” 
(Revelation 22:2).
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Jesus Tree
by Tamara Carroll
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Are you a HEBREW?

Every Christian would benefit from pondering this question, “Am 
I a Hebrew?” It is a powerful question that causes everyone in the 
family of God to search the Scriptures and dig into their godly 
heritage for themselves.  I think if Christians spent time learning 
about the godly legacy they were “born into,” they would get a 
clearer perspective of their own identity and purpose.  

Let’s journey back, for some of those answers to the beginning 
of God’s recorded story in Genesis with His first man, Adam.  
The very name Adam is from the Hebrew word adamah meaning 
“earth,” referring to the fact that God created Adam from the earth. 
(Genesis 3:20). God Himself named Adam, and Adam learned 
Hebrew from His Creator.

Adam’s first job was to name all the living creatures.  We see 
evidence in the Bible that Adam spoke Hebrew because he gave 
Eve two names.  Adam called her isha (woman), because “she was 
taken from ish” (man), and he called her Chava (Eve), because 
“she was to be mother of all chai” (life).

From the time of Adam and Eve until the Tower of Babel, it is 
assumed everyone spoke Hebrew.  “Now the whole earth had 
one language and one speech… “ (Genesis 11:1). After building 
the Tower of Babel, God confused their language and scattered 
the people over the face of the whole earth. Hebrew formed 70 
languages that were influenced by the environment and culture 
where the people were scattered.  However, the people descending 
from Noah’s son Shem kept the Hebrew language because they 
continued to “walk with God” (Genesis 6:9).

The name “Hebrew” literally means, “to cross over.”  In Scriptures, 
Hebrew is an adjective to describe the people God made covenant 
with who were “from the other side” of the Euphrates River.  
When Abram was asked to leave Ur of the Chaldeans and go to 
the land of Canaan, that land was considered “on the other side of 
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the Euphrates River” (Genesis 12:1). It was through Abraham that 
God chose to covenant through a specific people so that the world 
could see He was the One True God.

The name Hebrew comes from EBER, who was a great grandson 
of Shem.  Shem was one of Noah’s sons, (Genesis 5:32) and 
was called “the father of all the sons of EBER” (Genesis 10:21).  
Therefore, Hebrew descendants were called Semites; those from 
the lineage of Shem, and the people in whom were blessed by 
Noah (Genesis9:26).

The first time we see the word Hebrew in the Bible is Genesis 
14:13.  

“Then the one who had escaped told Abram the Hebrew…”   

Abraham’s great, great, great, great, great grandfather was EBER.  
EBER actually outlived Abraham!

God made an Everlasting Covenant with Abraham, stating He would 
keep this Covenant unconditionally with Abraham’s descendants 
who would multiply to the ends of the earth, no matter if they 
turned their backs on Him (Genesis 17).  God changed Abraham’s 
name so that his name would identify with His destiny.  Abraham 
was originally named Abram, which means, “exalted father.”  But 
Abraham’s new name meant “father of the multitude.”  When God 
revealed to Abraham that he would be the father of the HEBREW 
nations, He changed his name to fit the call.

When Moses arrives on the scene 400 years later, the Hebrews had 
multiplied to over 2 million people and they were living in tents 
and in slavery to Egypt’s ruler.  The art of communicating through 
writing had begun in Egypt with pictures as symbols known as 
hieroglyphics, but the Hebrew people were not trained in these 
new communication skills.  They still relied on “story-telling” to 
share their Hebrew faith and inheritance in the One True God.  
God continued to favor the Hebrews, which threatened Pharaoh’s 
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power.  Pharaoh sent a decree to kill all the Hebrew baby boys 
who were born, and to throw them in the river (Exodus 1:22).

In God’s brilliant plan of deliverance, the Hebrew baby boy named 
Moses was spared from being killed when Pharaoh’s daughter 
found him in a basket in the Nile River.  

“So she had compassion on him, and said, ‘This is one of the 
Hebrew’s children’” (Exodus 2:6).  

Pharaoh’s daughter decided to keep the baby but have him nursed 
by his own mother.  

“And the child grew, and she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter 
and he became her son.  So she called his name Moses, saying, 
‘Because I drew him out of the water’” (Exodus 2:10). 

Moses grew up in Pharaoh’s palace where he learned hieroglyphics 
and leadership skills.  This prepared Moses to be the great 
“deliverer” of the oppressed Hebrew people when he got older, 
and to lead the great Exodus. It also set Moses up to be mediator 
to the Tablets of Testimony written by the “finger of God” (Exodus 
31:18).

The Tablets of Testimony, translated in Hebrew, “Luchot HaBrit,” 
means “Tablets of the Covenant,” and were created for the 
Hebrews to understand how to live and walk with God. It is said 
the Tablets were made of blue sapphire as a symbol of the heavens 
and God’s throne. 

These Tablets of Testimony were the written “marriage contract” 
that solidified God’s proposal to the Hebrew nation.

“Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice, and keep My 
Covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all 
people; for all the earth is Mine.  And you shall be to Me a kingdom 
of priests and a holy nation…” (Exodus 19:5,6).
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The Hebrews accepted God’s proposal.  

“Then all the people answered together and said, “All that the 
LORD has spoken we will do. So Moses brought back the words of 
the people to the LORD” (Exodus 19:8).  

Moses then went up to Mount Sinai and came down with the 
Tablets of Testimony.  After spending a year there building the 
Tabernacle for the Lord to dwell in, the Hebrews tried to cross 
over into the Promised Land.  But their lack of faith and unbelief 
kept them in the wilderness for 40 years before entering in their 
homeland.

After crossing over into the Promised Land 40 years later, the 
Hebrew nation, which consisted of all the tribes of Israel, was under 
the new leadership of Joshua since Moses died (Deuteronomy 
34:5).  Under Joshua’s leadership, the Hebrews (also known as 
Israelites), conquered the Promised Land, and each tribe was 
allotted territory.  Shortly after Joshua’s death, the Hebrews began 
ignoring God’s Covenant guidelines, which led to a removal of 
His protection and blessing.  

In God’s mercy, He raised up judges to rule over the Hebrew 
tribes in order to lead them back toward His Covenant truth. But 
eventually, the Hebrew tribes hardened their heart toward the Lord 
and requested a king to rule over them like the heathen nations 
surrounding them.  This broke God’s heart as He was rejected as 
their King and covering, but His love never failed (1 Samuel 8:5-
9).  He continued working through the Hebrew tribes to establish 
His Covenant plan on the earth, and allowed them to have an 
earthly king.

King Saul was the first king to rule over the Hebrew nation.  He 
reigned for 40 years, but his rebellion toward the Lord’s instruction 
removed God’s anointing upon him.  
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“But Samuel said to Saul, ‘I will not return with you, for you have 
rejected the word of the LORD, and the LORD has rejected you 
from being king over Israel’” (1 Samuel 1:15:26).  

The Lord then chose for Himself a man after His own heart, David, 
to govern the people and to establish a blueprint of the Lord’s 
Kingdom to come “on the earth as it is in heaven” when Jesus 
returns (1 Samuel 16:13).  

King David reigned for 40 years, and because of his godly 
leadership, the Hebrew nation was able to conquer and prosper 
once again.  King David wasn’t perfect though, and his iniquitous 
choices caused his family to suffer the consequences (2 Samuel 
12:14). But God had made an unconditional Covenant with David 
that would secure His throne forever and bring forth the Messianic 
Seed.  

“When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will 
set up your seed after you, who will come from your body, and I 
will establish his kingdom.  He shall build a house for My name, 
and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever” (2 Samuel 
7:12,13). 

Because of this Covenant promise, the Lord’s mercy kept the 
kingship of the Davidic lineage preserved. 

David’s son, Solomon, was next to sit on the throne, and he 
reigned for 40 years as well.  His fame and fortune reached the 
ends of the earth, and the peace that came during his kingship 
was a result of David’s legacy (1 Kings 4:25). But after the reign 
of King Solomon, God’s judgment on Solomon’s rebellion to the 
Lord while king brought forth consequences that would split the 
Hebrew nation into two (1 Kings 11).  Two tribes stayed under 
Solomon’s son’s ruler ship, and 10 tribes went under Jeroboam’s 
leadership.   
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“And he said to Jeroboam, ‘Take for yourself ten pieces, for thus 
says the Lord, the God of Israel: ‘Behold, I will tear the kingdom 
out of the hand of Solomon and will give ten tribes to you (but he 
shall have one tribe for the sake of My servant David, and for the 
sake of Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen out of all the tribes 
of Israel)…’” (1 Kings 11:31,32). 

Some people have been led to believe that the “Jews” represent all 
the “Hebrews.”  However, this is not accurate.  After the split, the 
Jews were only part of the two-tribe kingdom that was recognized 
as the “House of Judah,” whose ruler began with King Solomon’s 
son, Rehoboam.  The House of Judah, comprised of the tribe of 
Judah and Benjamin, kept Jerusalem as their capital city.  

There were ten additional tribes, also known as the “Hebrews,” 
that were not recognized as “Israelites” after the Assyrian captivity 
because God divorced them due to their idolatry and iniquitous 
choices (Jeremiah 3:8). Prior to the Assyrian captivity, these 
Northern 10 tribes were known as the House of Israel, and were 
ruled by many ungodly kings, including King Ahab.  

These two Hebrew kingdoms grew, multiplied, and fought each 
other as well at times. This is why we have both the books of 
Kings and Chronicles in the Bible because one shares from the 
perspective of the House of Israel (Kings), while the other shares 
from the perspective from the House of Judah (Chronicles).   

Both kingdoms rebelled against God’s laws depending upon 
the king in charge, and eventually, the House of Israel met the 
moment of God’s judgment when the Assyrians overthrew them 
(2 Kings 17:21-23). The House of Israel was conquered, and after 
being in captivity, many scattered abroad north, east, and west. 
Because they chose idolatry and adopted so much of the pagan 
cultures, they mixed their Hebrew roots that identified them with 
the culture they lived in so they could not be distinguished as the 
Lord’s “kingdom of priests” (Exodus19:5-6). 
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After God issued His divorce certificate, the scattered tribes 
became later known primarily as the Caucasians (the Hebrews 
who dispersed through the Caucasus mountains), as well as Celts, 
Danes, Jutes, Frisians, Normans, and  “Sac Sons” (later known 
as the Anglo-Saxons), given they were “Isaac’s sons.”  Scripture 
prophesied this identity, saying that Abraham’s descendants would 
be known through Isaac.

“…of whom it was said, ’In Isaac your seed shall be called’...” 
(Hebrews 11:18; Romans 9:7; Genesis 21:12).

Many of the fortified cities ruled by the Kingdom of Judah were 
also conquered by the King of Assyria (2 Kings 18:13).  The 
remaining House of Judah eventually met its fate at the hands of 
the Babylonian captivity approximately 150 years later (2 Kings 
25).  Even though they were more idolatrous than the House of 
Israel, God never divorced the House of Judah because of His 
unconditional promise of the Messianic Seed that would come 
forth from Judah (Jeremiah 3:10,11; Hosea 1:4). 

“…For I will no longer have mercy on the House of Israel, but I 
will utterly take them away.  Yet I will have mercy on the House of 
Judah” (Hosea 1:6,7).

A remnant of Jews went back to rebuild Jerusalem after their 
seventy year captivity, and under the leadership of Ezra and 
Nehemiah, they kept the Law as prophesied in Genesis 48:10. 
While in Babylonian captivity, Ezra and other priests preserved 
the scrolls and artifacts so that God’s prophetic word saying, 
“Judah is My lawgiver” would come to pass (2 Kings 24:13). 
Judah preserved our Hebrew heritage through the keeping of the 
Sabbaths and the Scrolls that had the Law (Torah) written and 
translated through time to be our Old Testament Bible today.

When Jesus arrived on the scene, He first went to His Own, which 
was the House of Judah (John 1:11). But He commanded the 
disciples to go first to the “lost sheep of Israel” (Matthew 10:6; 
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15:24; Hosea 1:10).  These lost sheep were the 10 tribes who had 
been divorced and had scattered north and throughout Europe. 
They had lost the knowledge of their identity as the “House of 
Israel,” but they were soon to be re-introduced to the “God of the 
Hebrews!”   

“And it shall come to pass in the place where it was said to them, 
‘You are not My people, there it shall be said to them, You are sons 
of the living God.’ Then the children [House] of Judah and the 
Children [House] of Israel shall be gathered together and appoint 
for themselves one head…” (Hosea 1:11).

The Lord also prophesied that His people would be called by a new 
name (Isaiah 65:15) that was His name, which is why those who 
are now in Covenant with Him are called by His name, “Christ 
–ians,” meaning “Little Christ’s.”  “And the disciples were first 
called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11:26).  

The Book of Hebrew in the New Testament was rightly named 
because this is our heritage as descendants of Abraham in whom 
God revealed Himself and redeemed through the sacrifice of 
Jesus (Hebrews 9:15). The Everlasting Covenant God made with 
Abraham continues on past Jesus to each one of us who love Him 
and are “His inheritance”(Colossians 1:12). 

With the gift of the Holy Spirit, the Hebrew “Tablets of the 
Covenant” are now written in our hearts (Hebrews 8:8-12). 

“…Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will make 
a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of 
Judah – “not according to the covenant that I made with their 
fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of 
the land of Egypt; because they did not continue in My covenant, 
and I disregarded them, says the LORD.  

“For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, says the Lord, I will put My laws in their mind 
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and write them on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they 
shall be My people. None of them shall teach his neighbor, and 
none his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for all shall know Me, 
from the least of them to the greatest of them. For I will be merciful 
to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless deeds I 
will remember no more.”  

In these latter days, God is opening up Christian’s eyes to our 
“Hebrew” roots so that the truth of our identity will help us shift 
toward becoming His Glorious Bride (Revelation 7:4; 21:12).  In 
the book of Hebrews, we read in chapter 11 the Hebrew legacy of 
the heroes of “faith.” God then extends this legacy list to us today 
for those who accept Jesus as Savior.  Jesus, the Son of Man, came 
from a long lineage of Hebrews who loved the Lord and followed 
the Hebrew law as set forth in the “Tablets of the Covenant.” 
Those tablets came from the heart of the Father whose great desire 
is to abide with us.  This is our legacy and our heritage in Him!
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