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On January 1st, 2012, God began talking 
to me about His calendar.  ”If you want 

to be victorious in the season ahead, time 
needs to be on your side.  You need to be in 
My timing.  Study My calendar and follow My 
time.”    

Weeks later, as I was prompted to read 
Exodus, God began revealing to me that He 
had established specific times He wanted 
to meet with His people. He laid those 
appointed times out in the Sabbaths, Feasts, 
and Firstfruits.  After learning and reading 
about each one (Lev. 23, Ex. 23), it became 
evident to me that God never intended for us 
to “give up” these appointed times as New 
Covenant believers.  These were “dates” God 
established to honor Him for ALL generations 
so we could understand the rhythm of His 
seasons.

“These are the feasts of the Lord, holy 
convocations (dress rehearsals), which you 
shall proclaim at their appointed times’” Lev. 
23:4

God then led me to read about King 
Hezekiah in 2 Chronicles 29.  Hezekiah 
too had a “suddenly” moment when 
he discovered that they had not been 
honoring the Lord’s blueprint laid out 
in His law.  Hezekiah reinstated Passover 
and set forth the Feasts, the Firstfruits, 
and Sabbaths as a part of their foundation 
again.  He cleared out the cultures, things, 
and traditions that had come into the house 
of the Lord that were not from God and 
removed them.  He sanctified the house, and 

through his obedience, the Lord healed the 
people (2 Chron.30:20).

Today, the Church at large is being 
challenged, as King Hezekiah was, to 
repent and shift into God’s foundation (Is. 
58:12; 61:4), so we can rest under God’s 
governmental authority and blessing again.  
As we continue to honor God’s blueprint and 
follow His lead, we will be a people prepared, 
UNIFIED, and “on time” for the things 
ahead. God’s glory will be seen through our 
awakening to His truth, and a unified Church 
will revive the heart of America whose 
Covenant identity is to be “ONE NATION 
UNDER GOD. God’s “appointed times” will be 
a significant key to shifting us into His great 
foundation.

It is my belief that when believers from all 
nations adjust to the heart of God’s corporate 
blueprint through the grace of the New 
Covenant, then many of the divisions that 
have separated the body of Christ will be 
dismantled, and the world will see a united 
Church emerging with power and truth. 
Abiding in God’s calendar is just one step 
toward that unification.

“Moreover, I also gave them My Sabbaths, to 
be a SIGN between them and Me, that they 
might know that I am the Lord who sanctifies 
them” (Ez.20:12).

AUTHOR’SNOTE
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Revelation 22:2
“In the middle of its street, and on either 

side of the river, was the tree of life, which 
bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit 

every month. The leaves of the tree were 
for the healing of the nations.” 
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PREFACE...
Introduction to “Firstfruits”
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FIRST...Many people desire to be “first” 
whether it’s first in line, first in sports, or 
first to pioneer an idea or invention that 
changes the world.  Quite often, being first at 
anything significant comes with great sacrifice 
and hard work.  If you are fortunate to achieve 
a “first,” at anything, almost everyone could 
agree that they couldn’t have done it without 
God’s grace and help from others.

Our Father God was the FIRST amazing 
master craftsman. He made everything that 
was “good” in the first 7 days of creation.  
And He had help as well:  Jesus and the Holy 
Spirit (John 1:1).  Adam became the “first” 
man made in God’s image to help the Father 
multiply His plan for creation.  Later in time, 
when Adam became corrupted with sin, God 
needed an incorruptible sacrifice to redeem 
and restore His creation.  Jesus was the “first” 
to accept and execute the call. But it came 
with the ultimate price: His life.  

Since His death and resurrection, Jesus 
has been calling forth believers to join His 
mission to help the Father restore creation.  
Those who have accepted the call are His 
FIRSTfruits (James 1:18). Today, after 2,000 
years, the Lord is preparing a corporate 
“FIRSTfruits” for His redemptive plan in the 
Millennium.  I was surprised to discover that 
one of the keys to preparing the hearts and 
gathering the corporate body into a unified 
timing and purpose on the earth was actually 
tied to a calendar found in God’s word that 
revolved around the moon.

How does the moon fit into the equation of 
God’s redemption plan?  The moon (a sign of 
God’s time, Gen. 1:14), is linked to significant 
dates God established in His law for His people 
to meet Him each month and year.  These 
dates also foreshadowed the first and second 
coming of Christ. I immediately questioned 

why I hadn’t heard teaching on this in the 
Church at large.  But God was quick to show 
me that it was His time to unlock the relevance 
of this truth.  If the Church could begin syncing 
themselves into ONE rhythm and purpose 
to build His Kingdom, it could be a powerful 
weapon in the hands of the Lord.  The enemy 
has done his job throughout Church history to 
keep us “out of alignment,” which steals our 
unity, power and authority in the earth.

What started out as a “mystery” to me 
of these appointed times turned into 
an exciting journey of experiences that 
helped me connect to God’s heart in what 
is happening in the earth.  It also helped me 
take my identity, purpose and focus and plug 
into the timing and understanding of God’s 
master plan beyond myself.

The Bible refers several times to the 
“mysteries of Christ.”  These mysteries are 
only mysteries until the Father chooses to 
reveal their secrets. Once the mysteries are 
revealed, we can see truth and allow grace 
to give us the power to honor the revelation 
of God’s Word (Deut. 29:29).  Learning about 
the WHY God instructs us to honor the 
Sabbath, Firstfruits, and Feasts cracks open 
the “mystery of Christ” because they REVEAL 
CHRIST who is in all things.

In short, the Feasts God laid out in Lev. 23 
gives us God’s executive plan of redemption 
for mankind.  The Sabbath in itself simply 
reveals in whom will execute that plan so 
we can rest from our labors.  And lastly, 
Firstfruits reveal His provision to multiply 
and empower His plan. This book is going to 
focus specifically on sharing the pattern and 
understanding of Firstfruits.

Jesus became the “Firstfruits” offering when 
He presented Himself to the Father after He 
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rose from the dead three days later on the 
8th day. (The biblical numerical meaning for 
8 is new beginnings or resurrection life, or in 
this case, the FIRST day).  It was this day that 
the Father restored Jesus fully in His glory as 
Son of God and Son of Man.  Jesus was then 
able to sit at the right hand of the Father, as 
well and come to earth in a glorified body and 
show Himself to the disciples (John 20, 21).  
As believers in Christ, we have been given the 
“firstfruits” of the Holy Spirit as a guarantee of 
things to come for us (Rom. 8:23; 2 Cor. 5:5). 
This guarantee is the promise that we will 
receive glorified bodies just as Jesus did and 
have the ability to be in the presence of God 
in heaven and then in the presence of man on 
earth. 

The story in Genesis 28 of Jacob’s 
ladder gives us a foreshadowing of this 
reconciliation.  Jesus confirmed it later in 
John 1:51 when He said, “Most assuredly I 
say to you, hereafter you shall see heaven 
open, and the angels of God ascending and 
descending upon the Son of Man.”  Jesus 
would be the FIRST to make the way for us to 
be in the presence of God as well as receive 
a glorified body so His glory could be seen in 
the earth.   God has purposed for a “firstfruits” 
remnant of believers to also get to experience 
the Promise of a glorified body.  “For if we 
have been united together in the likeness of 
His death, certainly we also shall be in the 
likeness of His resurrection (Rom. 6:5).

God has a pattern of using His “firsts” to 
be set apart and ignite His redemption 
plan.  The “firstborn” of the flock were to 
be sacrificed to God (Gen. 4:4).  In Ex. 13, 
when the children of Israel are about to leave 
Egypt, God commands, “Consecrate to Me 
all the firstborn, whatever opens the womb 
among the children of Israel, both of man and 
beast; it is Mine.”  
Colossians 1 confirms Christ is the ultimate 

“first” in many ways:  Jesus was the 
firstborn son, firstborn from the dead, 
firstborn over all creation, and first (or 
head) of the Church.  Jesus is the substance 
of God’s “first.”  Jesus had 12 disciples who 
were “His firstfruits,” to share His message 
from the Father.  Jesus will also choose a 
“firstfruits remnant” to reign with Him during 
the Millennium (Rev. 4:10).  “These were 
redeemed from among men, being firstfruits 
to God and to the Lamb.”  

Knowing the significance of “firstfruits” 
according to God’s blueprint empowers us 
with an understanding of our identity and 
purpose. 

So what was the “Firstfruits” offering 
as explained in the law?  Can we see the 
substance (provision) of Christ Himself 
through this offering? Can we use this 
blueprint to become more like Christ? Let’s 
explore.

The Grain Offering, which is the main 
part of the monthly  “Firstfruits” 
offering, is detailed in Leviticus 2. The 
four requirements of the Grain Offering 
were: FINE FLOUR, SALT, OIL, AND 
FRANKINCENSE.  These four earthly 
resources created the offering of thanksgiving 
to the Lord for all His provision “in whom all 
things were made through, and without Him, 
nothing was made that was made” (John 1:3).  
Each month the priests presented the offering 
to the Lord, and whatever grain was left over 
was used to bless the priests for their sacrifice 
and service. 

The fine flour used for the grain offering 
was fully ground and finely sifted.  It was 
a luxury item“ fit for a king” back in biblical 
days. The grain was beaten free of coarseness 
of unevenness and a millstone was used to 
grind the wheat to it’s finest.  The wheat was a 
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family’s primary life sustenance so in offering 
up their grain, they were recognizing that all 
sustenance came from God.  Jesus stated He 
was the “bread of life” (John 6:35).  He was 
beaten, tempted, and sifted and no flaw was 
found in Him (Heb. 5:8,9).   Christ learned 
obedience from the things He suffered. 
As part of the sanctification process as 
“firstfruits believers,” we too are beaten with 
many stripes so we can be perfected in Him. 
“Therefore since Christ suffered for us in the 
flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind, 
for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased 
from sin.” (1 Peter 4:1).

God required SALT to be added to the grain 
offering.  “Season all your grain offerings 
with salt to remind you of God’s eternal 
covenant. Never forget to add salt to 
your grain offerings” (Lev. 2:13).   Salt is a 
preservative, so the Word, which is Christ, 
preserves us all and keeps us from the wages 
of sin; which is death.  Without salt, things die 
and decay.  In essence, we all need Christ (salt) 
in order to have eternal life.  In 2 Kings 2:19-
22, we read about Elisha’s first miracle using 
salt to heal the “bad” water. “Then he (Elisha) 
went out to the source of the water, and cast 
in the salt there, and said, ‘Thus says the Lord; 
“I have healed this water; from it there shall be 
no more death or barrenness.’” 

Salt is also something that is used to 
enhance flavor.  Jesus Himself said in Matt. 
5:13, “You are the salt of the earth; but if the 
salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned?  
It is then good for nothing but to be thrown 
out and trampled underfoot by men.”

 The grain offering also included OIL, which 
was symbolic of Christ, the “Anointed One,” 
who was anointed with the Holy Spirit to 
share truth and walk in God’s power.  Oil 
was used in the Old Testament to anoint the 
priests and kings God chose to set apart for 

His service, such as Aaron and King David (Ex. 
30:30; 1 Sam. 16:13).  When Jesus was baptized 
at the beginning of His ministry, the Holy Spirit 
(anointing oil) rested upon Him (Matt. 3:16) 
as He was chosen for the Father’s service.  
Because of the Lord’s sacrifice, Jesus then 
became our High Priest and King (Heb. 6:20).  
We who have Christ in us are anointed and set 
apart to become like Christ, a priest and king 
for the Lord. 

OIL was also used to light up lamps, which 
is mentioned in the Parable of the Ten 
Virgins in Matt. 25.  This parable spoken of 
by Jesus confirms how the “anointing oil” 
wouldn’t be poured upon someone’s head 
as in the Old Testament, but now the “oil” 
will dwell in the body of a believer to equip 
them with God’s power and truth (Heb. 8:1,2). 
Spending time in God’s presence and in His 
Word is like filling our lamps (body) with more 
oil.  Even the Lord refers to those who are 
anointed as His “sons of light”  (John 12:36). 
“To them God willed to make known what 
are the riches of the glory of this mystery 
among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, 
the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27).

The FRANKINCENSE was added as a sweet 
smelling aroma that pleased God. This was 
symbolic of what pleases the Lord when 
we worship Him and love others.  Anything 
that is lawless is sin, and the wages of sin is 
death (1 John 3:4; Rom. 6:23).  Anything dead 
smells bad.  ONLY through the sacrificial 
offering of Christ Himself are we holy and 
acceptable before God. “Now thanks be to 
God who always leads us in triumph in Christ 
and through us diffuses the fragrance of His 
knowledge in every place.  For we are to God 
the fragrance of Christ among those who 
are being saved and among those who are 
perishing” (2 Cor. 2:14,15).   

When we offer up our praise and thanksgiving 
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to God, honoring Him FIRST for all that He 
has done and will do in our lives, it pleases 
God like the sweet aroma of Frankincense.  
“Therefore by Him let us continually offer the 
sacrifices of praise to God, that is the fruits of 
our lips, giving thanks to His name (Heb. 13:15).

In addition to the monthly grain “firstfruits” 
offering, there were three “firstfruits” 
offerings given at the appointed Feasts.  At 
the Feast of Firstfruits, which was on the 
first day of the week after Passover, the 
“firstfruits” of the barley harvest was offered. 
Fifty days later, at the Feast of Pentecost,  the 
“firstfruits” of the wheat harvest was offered.  
And finally, in the fall, the “firstfruits” of the 
grape harvest was offered at the Feast of 
Tabernacles.  Harvesting of the land could not 
begin UNTIL these offerings were given to the 
Lord (Lev. 23:10-17).  In doing so, they were 
honoring the Lord for the land He had given 
them as their inheritance (Deut. 26).

It is interesting to note that the Feast of 
Pentecost “firstfruits” offering is the ONLY 
one that included leaven, while all other 
offerings were not permitted to include 
leaven (Lev. 23:17).  Leaven in the Bible 
can represent sin (Matt. 16:6).  But leaven 
can also represent the invisible ingredient 
(power) behind the kingdom of God rising and 
spreading across the earth.  “The Kingdom of 
heaven is like leaven, which a woman took and 
hid in three measures of meal, until it was all 
leavened (Matt. 13:33). 

In like manner, the body of Christ has 
increased over the years through the 
hidden ingredient of the power of the 
Holy Spirit, similar to the leaven hidden in 
bread, allowing it to rise to its full measure.  
This Pentecost “firstfruits” offering is truly a 
blueprint of where the body of Christ is today:  
Holy and acceptable to the Lord because of the 
sacrifice of Jesus, but waiting to be changed in 

the physical body:

“in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and 
the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we 
shall be changed (1 Cor. 15:52).

Having examined all ingredients that went 
into the monthly and yearly “firstfruits” 
offering, we can see what ingredients 
(qualities) it takes to becoming a “firstfruits” 
believer and one whom God will raise up to 
assist Christ in bringing all nations to His 
truth. “Blessed and holy is he who has part in 
the first resurrection.  Over such the second 
death has no power, but they shall be priests 
of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a 
thousand years (Rev. 20:6).  

God commands us seventy times in the 
Bible to remember Him.  He understands 
that our sinful nature is prone to forget that 
He is in control, and that all that provision and 
goodness come from Him.  God created a 
monthly schedule to help us maintain a heart of 
humility (Deut. 17:18).  This training process of 
becoming completely dependent on the Lord 
for everything produces a “firstfruits” believer.  
Corporately, we need to follow God’s master 
blueprint as well of how we can collectively be 
used to restore righteousness in the earth.

Throughout this book, you will find I repeat 
some points because it takes repetition to 
shift our hearts to truth that is new to our 
eyes, especially if we have been conditioned 
to believe and see things a certain way.   I 
encourage you to pray for God to give you new 
eyes are ears to His truth so that you can be a 
part of His plan bigger than yourself to turn the 
pages of His blueprint here on the earth.
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“HE WHO HAS AN EAR, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE 
SPIRIT SAYS TO THE CHURCHES.  TO HIM WHO 

OVERCOMES, I WILL GIVE SOME OF THE HIDDEN 
MANNA TO EAT.  AND I WILL GIVE HIM A WHITE 
STONE, AND ON THE STONE A NEW NAME WRITTEN 
WHICH NO ONE KNOWS EXCEPT HIM WHO RECEIVES 
IT” (REV. 2:17).
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CHAPTERONE...
Discovering the Blueprint of “Firstfruits”
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We are living in a time in which we need 
a greater understanding of Heaven’s 
Government so that we can be trusted with 
God’s authority and responsibility here on 
earth when He returns (Rev. 5:10).   And one 
of the keys to adjusting our hearts and minds 
for the Age to come is found in the simplicity 
of  “Firstfruits.”

Before answering that question, let’s 
briefly surmise what the Church has done 
these past 2000 years. All across the world, 
the Church at large has fulfilled the Lord’s 
purpose in spreading the “Good News” of 
Jesus as Lord and Savior. The gift of the Holy 
Spirit has made way for the sanctification 
of the Church, giving us the ability to “walk 
in the Spirit and not in the flesh (Gal. 5:16).  
The Church has been like a field of wheat 
and tares through this sanctification process, 
producing much good as well as much 
destruction from those who were not willing 
to give up their idols (Matt. 13:30).   

When we look around our world today, we 
can see that the “spirit of anti-Christ” has 
gained dominion over nations and is coming 
against an oppressed Church on a global 
scale.  How did we get so weak?  Why is the 
church so broken, limping along, divided, and 
absent from seats of government?  In this 
hour of history, we desperately need OUR 
KING to show us how to take dominion.  God 
promised us the inheritance of the nations, 
so we must learn out how to reign with His 
authority (Psalm 111:6).

In studying biblical history, it is evident 
that over time, the more the Church 
adopted doctrines of “half-truths” or pagan 
practices, the more her authority, identity, 
and influence diminished in the world.  The 
Apostle Paul faced both in the infancy of the 
Church, and admonished Christians not to 
mix tradition with truth.  God’s heart is to get 
us to a place we are bound to His ways alone.   

Because God the Father is chastising us like 
“sons,” we must go through His refinement 
process so we can become more like HIS 
Church. And so we find ourselves today in 
the midst of this wrestling process.  Could we 
possibility be in the time known in the Bible 
as “Jacob’s trouble” in which this “trouble” 
brings us all to a corporate wrestling to know 
the God of “Israel” (The God who RULES)?  
(Jer. 30:7).

Jacob was a man of great strength and 
loved the Lord.  But he finally came to 
a place that his strength ran out.  THEN 
he encountered God in a whole new way, 
got revelation of His truth, and understood 
God’s greater plan that extended beyond 
himself and his family (Gen. 32:24-28).  His 
mind, heart, and purpose connected to 
the Kingdom of Heaven, and once that 
connection came, Jacob was able to see and 
execute heaven’s plans here on the earth.  
Jacob’s “trouble” came before this face-to-
face encounter with God.  It changed Jacob 
to Israel; one who God then named “prince of 
God” because He surrendered to the King’s 
Command.

Wrestling is not easy nor pretty, but 
through the surrender, God unlocks the 
mysteries of His Kingdom blueprint so 
we can walk in rulership and reign with 
Him.  Many answers to those mysteries are 
hidden in the heart of His Law as well as in 
the Hebrew meaning and interpretation of 

WHOA. BACK UP....
WHAT DO YOU 

MEAN BY “HEAVEN’S 
GOVERNMENT?”
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His Word because the “mystery” is really 
our lack of revelation of knowing His truth. 

The Kingdom of Heaven is built upon 
governing laws that will produce 
fruitfulness for a community (nation).  The 
fiery law is the foundation of God’s throne 
that is built on righteousness and justice 
(Psalm 97:2).  It measures what is right and 
wrong, so we know what is truth or lies.  It 
is unfortunate that Christians have been 
generally taught that the Old Covenant is 
irrelevant for us today.  I am not disagreeing 
that Jesus has made a way for us to have a 
better Covenant than before because He 
became our sacrifice for sin.  But the value 
and principle of the blueprint of the law has 
not vanished or gone away just because 
Jesus arrived on the seen. Instead, it is our 
measuring tool to keep us plumb lined in His 
Spirit and truth so that we can judge God’s 
house rightly and have charge over His courts 
(Is. 28:17; Zech. 3:7). 

The Lord wants us to embrace the 
understanding of His laws so He can reveal 
the pattern of His heavenly government.  
Then we can take on a role as “priests to 
the Lord” (Rev. 5:10; Ex. 19:6, Is.61:6).  
The kingship picture includes the WHOLE 
church amongst all the nations reflecting the 

Kingdom of Heaven.  We cannot be Churches 
any longer tied to our separate doctrines, 
identity, and purpose. We are being shifted 
to connect to a greater picture:  A Church not 
limited to walls, city, states or nations.  

How do we ALL connect together in one 
truth, one rhythm, and one heartbeat?  It 
seems impossible today, but God has a plan 
for us all to abide in, and “Firstfruits” is a 
part of the pattern of “heaven’s government.”

THE JOURNEY OF DISCOVERING 
“FIRSTFRUITS”

In 2012, God began speaking to me about 
His time in relation to understanding His 
governmental blueprint.  “Stacey, you need 
to understand My timing.  Time needs to 
be a weapon of warfare.”  I didn’t quite 
understand what He meant by that, but after 
seeking the answer, God began to unravel 
the mystery in His Word through His “Divine 
Appointments” known as His “Feasts” (Lev. 
23:1-44).

I had no knowledge of the meaning of 
these ”Divine Appointments” as they 
had not been taught in any church I had 
attended, nor spoken of in the Christian 
network.  But after reading Exodus one 
day, I soon discovered that God established 
a community blueprint through His 
Commandments and Statutes, and these 
“Feasts” were a foundational part of His 
“national government.”

God gave instruction to make these Feasts 
“dress rehearsals” every year (Lev. 23:2-
4). I couldn’t help thinking, “There must 
be a key here to seeing the manifestation 
of the Kingdom of God.” I thought of all 
the holidays our nation celebrates each 

WHY WOULD 
GOD WRITE 

HIS LAW ON OUR 
HEARTS IF IT 
WEREN’T RELEVANT 
FOR US TODAY (HEB. 
8:10)?
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year, such as Thanksgiving, Christmas and 
Memorial Day. No matter what the national 
holiday is, it affects every American.  These 
holidays change business operations and 
family plans that influence our communities 
and shift us into action out of that holiday 
purpose.  

Now I was realizing that these “Feasts” 
were God’s “holiday schedule” that was 
set up to unite the body of Christ in His 
purpose.  HOLY HOLIDAYS?  The body of 
Christ in one accord and one purpose would 
seem to be “impossible” today, but for the 
first time, I could envision it.

As I continued to seek the truth about 
these “Divine Appointments” I began to 
realize that God set up a weekly, monthly, 
and yearly pattern to honor Him, which 

came from a “Heavenly pattern.” This 
pattern was linked with God’s signs in the sky: 
the sun, moon, and stars that Genesis 1:14 
said He made to be signs (to communicate 
God’s heart), and seasons (to communicate 
God’s timing) to man.   Now I was on to 
something as I found a connection to 
understanding God’s time and His framework 
for the Kingdom of God. So I kept digging.

The Word repeatedly said that these 
“Divine Appointments” were to be honored 
every generation for those in covenant with 
Him. In fact, the Bible details that the SIGN 
of the Mosaic Covenant was when people 
honored the Sabbaths, which included the 
Feasts (Ex. 31:13):  

“”Speak also to the children of Israel saying: 
‘Surely My SABBATHS you shall keep, for it is 
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a SIGN between Me and you throughout your 
generations that you may know that I am the 
Lord who sanctifies you.’”

If you notice from the Scripture above, 
“Sabbaths” is plural, which indicates that 
the Lord is talking about more than just the 
weekly Sabbath.  Repetitively in the Word, 
the Lord gives His commandment to honor 
the Sabbath and the Feasts together, and says 
they are a “perpetual covenant” to be honored 
“forever” (Ex. 31:16,17; Lev. 23:31, 32). 

The question I kept asking myself 
over and over as I saw this in the Word 
was, “Why wasn’t the body of Christ 
honoring all of them?  We recognize the 
Ten Commandments, which includes the 
weekly Sabbath, so why not these “Divine 
Appointments”  (Lev. 23: 1-4).  We seemed to 
be missing out on a part of the blueprint.

As I kept learning about the pattern of the 
Feasts, I noticed that one Feast, called the 
Feast of Trumpets, intersected another 
pattern God set up in His Calendar which 
was the monthly “Firstfruits” offering.  This 
“Firstfruits” blueprint was designed around 
the “new moon” in which God set a time at 
the beginning of each month to give Him the 
FIRST thanksgiving.  Now I could see the full 
blueprint: a daily, monthly, and yearly calendar 
of specific times God wanted us to honor Him.

So I decided to put God to the test to see if 
this Holy Calendar was still important for 
us to honor today.  I rescheduled one of the 
gatherings I was teaching at to coincide with 
“Firstfruits.”  I didn’t tell anyone why I had 
changed it, as I didn’t know how to explain 
why meeting on the day of the new moon, 
which is “Firstfruits,” was important to the 
Lord.  But when the worship began, the 
holiness of the Father’s presence filled the 
room.  

After the worship was over, we all sat there 
for a while unable to talk because God’s 
glory was so overwhelming.  I knew without 
a shadow of a doubt that God had answered 
my prayer.  This was important to Him, so 
knowing that, it was now important to me.

Not long after God confirmed to me that 
His Calendar was important to embrace, 
my heart was jumping up and down as if I 
had found some lost treasure.  In looking 
at the body of Christ today, with so many 
denominations and doctrines dividing us all, 
I saw that God’s Calendar was one of the key 
components of the blueprint He designed to 
anchor us all in His root system, and bring 
us together corporately in the rhythm of His 
heartbeat.  

My husband and I soon opened up our 
home to honor “Firstfruits” and the Feasts. 
I have to say that in the years we have done 
it, it has been a complete blessing of peace 
and unity having the Father Himself in 
charge of these “parties.”  What is amazing 
is that each one has been different because 
everyone brings their “gift” to the table.  This 
makes them full of God’s “manna.”  Over the 
years, the bi-product has been an amazing 
bond between families who have been 
committed to coming each month.

SO YOU MAY BE THINKING 
THAT FOLLOWING GOD’S 
CALENDAR IS COMING 
“UNDER THE LAW.”  I HAD 
THOSE THOUGHTS TOO.
I believe many Christians, including 
myself, have never studied the Feasts and 
“Firstfruits” laid out at Mount Sinai.  The 



FIRSTFRUITS  23

Church in general taught me that the “Old 
Covenant” had passed away with the coming 
of Christ, and that we were not under the law 
but under grace.  Therefore, I had never really 
considered the Old Covenant as foundational 
to the New. Instead, I assumed it had been 
“replaced.”  Yet Matt. 5:17 was just one place 
I found in Scripture that started contradicting 
this thinking as Jesus said, “Do not think that 
I came to destroy the LAW or the Prophets. I 
did NOT come to destroy but to fulfill.” 

So I dug into the New Testament to get 
a better understanding of the “law.”   
The subject of the “law” seems to be very 
controversial for many churches today like 
it was in the days of Paul the Apostle.  Most 
Christians today tend to see the whole 
“law” as negative or “void,” so I needed 
some clarity.  What was relevant to us new 
covenant believers today? Romans 7 was one 
place that answered my quest. 

Romans 7:12 declares, “The law is holy, and 
the commandment holy and just and good.” 
Without going any further, I surmised that 
if the law is holy, that means that there is 
NOTHING that God established in His law 
that was bad or evil.  He said it was good, 
which were the same words He used in 
creating the world.  

Romans 7:14 also tells us that the Law 
is spiritual.  This means that it applies in 
heaven as well and not just at Mount Sinai.  
Since the Bible states that God is Spirit, then 
He established His law in the Spirit first (John 
4:24).  We see this blueprint in the Lord’s 
Prayer that says, “Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”  
Heaven established the blueprint.  Earth is 
supposed to mimic it IF we want to “abide” in 
the Father’s heart and establish heaven here 
on earth.  

Romans 7:22 also shares that our spirit 
delights in the law. “For I delight in the law 
of God according to the inward man.”  It is 
the flesh that wars against the Spirit, and 
this is when our sin is found out because 
it is actually warring against the law God 
established. “So then, with the mind I myself 
serve the law of God, but with the flesh the 
law of sin.” In other words, we don’t need 
to try to follow the law IF we are abiding in 
the heart of the Father, which Jesus gave us 
access to through His sacrifice and gift of the 
Holy Spirit.

Jesus did, however, pay the penalty of 
us breaking the law so we don’t come 
“under the penalty of the law.”  The rituals 
that God’s people had to do in order to be 
sanctified and set free from the penalty of sin 
were called “ordinances.”  This is what Jesus 
fulfilled on the cross Himself.  Ephesians 
2:14 confirms this by saying, “having 
abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, 
the law of commandments CONTAINED IN 
ORDINANCES.”  

Simply put, the law can really be divided 
into three parts; the moral law, the civil 
law, and the ceremonial law.  Let’s explore 
the moral law first, which is the Constitution 
(Ten Commandments) for the nation in 
covenant with God.  The Ten Commandments 
are referred to in the Bible as the “Tablets 
of the Covenant” (Deut. 9:9), and they will 
always provide the overall blueprint of how 
to honor covenant with God, even as New 
Testament believers. This is why believers 
today try not to lie, steal, or kill because 
it was written in our “Constitution.”  The 
“Sabbaths” fall under this category, which is a 
part of God’s Calendar.  

The New Covenant sums up the Spirit 
of these Constitutional Commandments 
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TEN COMMANDMENTS

•NO OTHER GODS•

•NO IDOLS•

•DO NOT MISUSE MY NAME•

 

•HONOR FATHER & MOTHER•
(=live long)

•DO NOT MURDER•

•DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY•

•DO NOT STEAL•

•DO NOT GIVE FALSE TESTIMONY 
AGAINST YOUR NEIGHBOR•

•DO NOT COVET•

HOLY SABBATH REST

When the people saw the trumpet 
and saw the mountain of smoke, 

they trembled with fear.
Exodus 19:16
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THRONE

John 14:16  “I am the Way the Truth 
and the Life. No-one comes to the 

Father except through Me.”

John 11:31-32  “Now is the judgment of this 
world; now the ruler of this world will be cast 

out. And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all peoples to Myself.”

Exodus 20:1-18  

THANKSGIVING

Sabbath Brings Heaven and Earth Together in HOLINESS
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as Jesus declares in Matthew 22:37-40, 
“You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart with all your soul, and with 
all your mind.  This is the first and great 
commandment.  And the second is like it;  
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’”  

The second division of the law is the civil 
law, which is an extension of cultural and 
moral details of the Ten Commandments. 
The civil law is the statutes and judgments 
that provide a detailed instruction manual 
of how to coexist as a nation.  This is the 
part in Leviticus that goes on and on and 
can seem like burdensome reading.  Ha.  
However, these statutes serve the purpose 
of spelling out what is just, right, and “holy” 
between family members, neighbors, and 
laborers.  Culturally they change as to their 
specifics, but in principle, they remain as the 
standard of righteousness that upholds the 
Ten Commandments.

The third division of the law is the 
ceremonial law, which was the instruction 
(ordinances) of the sacrifices on how to 
consecrate and cover the nation from sin.  
This part of the law was abolished at the 
cross and is now dead. 

So the bottom line is that the moral law 
has not gone away even though we are in 
the New Covenant. It will be around until 
Jesus deals with death, which is the wages 
of sin (Rom. 6:23).  Once sin is dealt with, 
there is no need for a law because we will 
need no measuring stick to recognize sin. 
But until that happens, if we are interested 
in inheriting the Kingdom of Heaven 
and stepping into the authority of God’s 
government, it is in our best interest to abide 
in the moral law.  Jesus Himself reiterates this 
point:

“Whoever therefore breaks one of the least 
of these commandments, and teaches men 

so, shall be called least in the kingdom of 
heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, 
he shall be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven (Matt. 5:19). 

The law itself expresses the complexity of 
the Father’s design, character, heart, and 
function of His creation of man to be in 
alignment and harmony with the Creator.  
The law of Christ expresses the simplicity of 
the Father’s heart: LOVE.

God had a purpose for the order in which 
He wrote the Ten Commandments. God’s 
heart to reconcile heaven and earth is 
evident in this Constitutional blueprint.  
The first three commandments of the 
“Tablets of the Covenant” share how to love 
our Creator, who is IN HEAVEN.  The last six 
(which is the number for man), share how to 
love His creation who are ON THE EARTH.  
Jesus Himself confirms this blueprint when 
He gave us instruction to pray “The Lord’s 
Prayer,” beginning with, “Our Father who 
art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy 
Kingdom Come, Thy will be done, on EARTH 
as it is in HEAVEN (Matt. 6:9,10).

What lies in between the three 
commandments that honor the Father, 
and the six commandments that honor 
man, is the fourth commandment that 
binds the Father with man. The fourth 
commandment tells us to honor the 
Sabbath and to keep it “HOLY.” Jesus 
became the Lord of the Sabbath (Mark 2:28), 
and through His sacrifice, He made it possible 
for heaven and earth to be joined together 

IS THERE MORE TO GOD’S 
CALENDAR IN THE 

BLUEPRINT OF THE TEN 
COMMANDMENTS?
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in HOLINESS and for believers to rest in the 
Father’s presence.     

Stop and think about that for a moment. 
Everything that is significant in reconciling 
heaven and earth together is found in 
God’s Calendar, starting with the Sabbath.  
When Jesus died and rose three days later at 
the end of the Sabbath, He made a “highway 
of holiness” (Is. 35:8; 40:3) for the Creator to 
be with His Creation. 

In Genesis 28:12, Jacob has a dream of a 
ladder that was set up on the earth and 
reached heaven. The angels of God were 
ascending and descending on the ladder.  
When Jesus began His ministry, He told 
Nathaniel in John 1:51, “Most assuredly, I 
say to you, hereafter you shall see heaven 
open, and the angels of God ascending and 
descending upon the Son of Man.”  Jesus was 
the first to access the “Highway of Holiness” 
and ascend and descend from heaven to 
earth.  We too will be given that access when 
Jesus returns.  God’s Calendar of “Firstfruits” 
prepares us for that day.

So, some of you may be thinking that 
the Feasts and “Firstfruits” were for the 
Israelites, and maybe the Jews, but not 
for Christians.  And this was my thinking 
too honestly.  But that was before I let go 
of any “traditions of men” that have been 
associated with these days, and started 
diving into the roots of our Christian heritage, 
beginning with Abraham.

Abraham’s ancestral family was known as 
Hebrews.  Later in time, Abraham’s son Isaac 

had Jacob, and God changed Jacob’s name 
to Israel.  From then on, all of Abraham’s 
descendants were known as Israelites, 
until after King Solomon’s days.  When the 
kingdom split in two (1 Kings 11), ten tribes of 
Israel were known as the “House of Israel,” 
and two were known as the “House of 
Judah.” The House of Judah is the House the 
Jews came from.  

This point in biblical history is where some 
of the confusion comes in identifying our 
heritage because the Israelites were not all 
Jewish, but both Houses were Hebrews.  
We who are Christians are “born into” 
or “adopted into” a Hebrew heritage 
and legacy, not a Jewish one.  (Read the 
Addendum, “Are you a Hebrew?”). Have you 
every wondered why God named the book of 
Hebrews, Hebrew and not Jew?  God wants 
us to connect with our roots so we carry 
out His legacy because He says WE ARE HIS 
INHERITANCE  (Is. 19:25). 

“Israel was holiness to the Lord, the 
FIRSTFRUITS of His increase” (Jer. 2:3).

Having a Hebrew mindset is different than 
what our American culture has adopted.  
The Hebrew mindset thinks cyclically and 
eternal, whereas our culture thinks more 
linearly as we are always aspiring to get 
to a destination point.  In a linear thought 
process, we tend to let go of our past and 
focus only on the new. This kind of thinking 
dominates our culture today and is probably 
the main reason why many people in America 
aren’t interested in history.  However, history 
itself shows God’s Hebraic cyclical pattern, 
whether good or bad, and if we were smart, 
we would all lean on history to learn from and 
to understand our identity.

If you look at the whole Bible, you will 
see the Word mirrors the Hebrew mindset 

ISN’T “GOD’S CALENDAR” 
JUST FOR THE JEWS AND 

NOT CHRISTIANS?
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because it is eternal, cyclical and repetitive.  
In this way, God is always multiplying His 
SAME word to be more awesome and 
amazing but He is not reinventing Himself 
or throwing out the blueprint.  This is why 
we can glean from the Word and can identify 
with the Old and New Testament as a 
witness to each other.  The Old Testament 
helps us embrace our heritage.  But the New 
Testament shows us the same pattern with a 
greater glory and multiplication.  

Many Jewish people continue to embrace 
the “Hebrew” heritage and have followed 
the Feasts of the Lord throughout the 
years, identifying with Abraham as their 
“Father of faith.”  Because the Jews have 
kept the Sabbath and the Feasts, it is often 
said that they are God’s “chosen.” This is 
mainly because they have honored the 
“forever” SIGN of the Mosaic Covenant by 
honoring the Sabbaths.  Many Christians 
believe that the Jews are God’s chosen, and 
defer to themselves as almost “step kids” 
that were lucky to get to be a part of the 
family of God.  

The Jews were indeed “chosen” to hear, 
see, and accept Jesus first, and God will 
continue always to bring that truth to 
them.  Yet, in the end, God says very clearly 
who are His chosen.  “For He is Lord of lords, 
and King of kings, and those who are with 
Him are called CHOSEN and faithful” (Rev. 
17:14).  In other words, those who believe 
in Christ and are abiding in His ways are 
HIS CHOSEN (to serve Him).  It would be 
incorrect to state that Christians aren’t God’s 
chosen, since the Lord Himself drew them 
in to a relationship with Him through Christ.  
“For by grace you have been saved through 
faith, and that not of yourselves; it is a gift 
from God. Eph. 2:8).  

Herein lies the problem:  We Christians have 

been chosen to establish the Kingdom of 
Heaven on earth, but the world cannot 
see we are His Chosen because HIS 
SIGN NEEDS TO BE SEEN THROUGH US 
CORPORATELY. We cannot recreate or 
dismantle the SIGN.  We must abide in the 
SIGN GOD DETERMINED, NOT MAN.  

Sometime after the disciples scattered, the 
“Holy Calendar” began to get dismantled 
in our Christian foundation.  Paul shows us 
in Acts that even he himself made a point 
to adjust his ministry schedule to honor the 
feasts (Acts 18:21; Acts 20:6).  However, the 
persecution that followed the Christians until 
Constantine was fierce, and gatherings were 
hidden.  When Christianity became legalized, 
it wasn’t too long that the church was ruled 
by “doctrines and traditions of men.” 

When the Jews rejected Christ, God’s 
mercy continued for 40 years to bring the 
Good News to them through the disciples, 
until the time of judgment was released 
and Jerusalem was destroyed.  The Jews 
scattered, and their rejection of Christ cut 
them off from the ruler ship responsibility 
of God’s Covenant.  Jesus said, “Therefore I 
say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken 
from you and given to a nation bearing the 
fruits of it” (Matt. 21:43).

The Jews know of God, and look to a 
Messiah who is to come, but they are 
not ONE with God right now.  This can 
only happen through the acceptance of 
Jesus.  I believe many Jews will see Jesus at 
His second coming and accept Him as the 
Messiah, but between now and then, God 
turned over the Covenant responsibility to 
those who are one with Him now.

Christians inherited the Covenant 
responsibility to produce seed bearing 
fruit for the Lord.  However, as time went 
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on, we forgot the family legacy we were 
“born into.”  Even though the Jews could 
not bear fruit, they clung to the Hebrew 
heritage and called it their own.  Over the 
years, Jewish traditions have decorated and 
formed the way these feasts are celebrated. 
Without access to the Lord leading these 
feasts as the Father wills, they are absent of 
“rest” and “liberty” and the “living manna” 
that comes from Christ alone.  Many Jews 
who have accepted Christ are amazed to see 
that all these years in celebrating these “holy 
days,” they were unknowingly reenacting the 
redemption story of Jesus.

Honoring God’s calendar is NOT required 
for salvation, nor will it bring salvation.  
It is merely God’s SIGN that reveals the 
One who brings us salvation.  Honoring 
God’s Calendar is a weapon of warfare for 
the Church because it brings us under His 
headship and unifies the rhythm and the 
purpose of the body of Christ.  Have you 
ever noticed that because all Jews follow the 
same Sabbath and Feast pattern, they can 
be seen as being on the same page, having 
one purpose?  Now imagine if Christians 
did the same thing.  It will be exponentially 
greater and glorious because the Holy Spirit 
is dwelling amongst us.

Outside of God’s blueprint, man creates his 
own plan which conflicts with the Father’s, 
and this leads to the “iniquity” in our root 
system and many church denominations.  
The desire for power and control to rule and 
reign over our own plan produces division, 
strife, and wounded believers.  Eventually we 
become stripped of God’s authority and we 
feed the world with religion and not the heart 
of the Father.  

It will be a challenge for the Church to see 
and hear what God has to say about His 
Calendar up ahead.  But eventually, we will 

ALL abide in His Calendar when Jesus returns 
because it is God’s blueprint (Zech.14:16).

In looking at the set times God established 
in His Calendar blueprint, (Sabbath, Feasts, 
and “Firstfruits”), they all have one thing 
in common: they all have to do with “rest.”  
This “rest” really equates to “ceasing from 
works;” a product of trust and obedience 
(Hebrews 4). The word sabbath is from the 
Hebrew word SHABÀT, meaning ‘cessation,’ 
or  ‘time of rest.’

All of these “appointed rest times” were 
to be a perpetual SIGN to the world of a 
people God had made covenant with.  The 
message of that sign was that in communion 
with God, there is rest; apart from God, there 
is no rest.

“Therefore the children of Israel shall 
keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath 
throughout their generations as a 
PERPETUAL covenant.  It is a SIGN between 
Me and the children of Israel FOREVER for in 
six days the Lord made the heavens and the 
earth, and on the seventh day He rested and 
was refreshed” (Ex. 31:16,17).

All of these set times were also a shadow 
of things to come of the substance of Christ 
making way for rest and redemption for 
the world.  “So let no one judge you in food 
or in drink or regarding a festival (feasts), or a 
new moon, or Sabbaths, which are a shadow 
of things to come, but the SUBSTANCE is of 
Christ” (Col. 2:16).   

In the gospel of Matthew 12:8, we read that 

WHAT IS THE HEART 
OF THE FATHER’S 

CALENDAR?
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Jesus (son of Man) is Lord of the Sabbath.”  
When Jesus rose from the dead at the end 
of the Sabbath, He became the substance 
of Sabbath. His resurrection is what makes 
Him Lord of Lords, and separates Christianity 
from all other religions. That alone is why our 
hearts want to sing and honor the Sabbaths.

The Sabbath day was designed to honor 
the Lord weekly.  God declared to make it 
“holy” and to cease from works in order to 
remember Him; resting in the knowledge 
that all provision (daily bread), comes from 
Him and He makes all things good for those 
who love and trust Him.  This Sabbath was 
symbolic of the promise of rest to come on 
the “7th day,” the Millennium, for those in 
Christ. 

“There remains therefore a Sabbath rest 
for the people of God. For the one who has 
entered His rest has Himself also rested from 
his works, as God did from His (Heb. 4:9,10). 

The Feasts were set up to honor the Lord 
yearly.  God declared the Feasts to be “holy,” 
and designed them to be dress rehearsals 
of how Jesus would take center stage to 
become our provision for His promised 
rest. Through His first coming (rest for the 
individual), and His second coming (rest for 
the nations in the Millennium), the sacrifice 
of Jesus separated the unrest (sin/darkness) 
from His rest (light/glory). 

The “Firstfruits” were set up to honor the 
Lord monthly.  God instructed the people 
to bring to Him the “Firstfruits” of their 
provision so that He could increase and 
bless the rest of their harvest.  “Firstfruits” 
in Hebrew is “bikkurim” and literally 
means, “promise to come.” Jesus was the 
resurrected “Firstfruits,” presenting Himself 
to the Father, and receiving a glorified body. 
A harvest will follow one day of those He will 

present to the Father.   

Jesus also sent a “Firstfruits” gift from 
heaven, the Holy Spirit, to give us a 
deposit of His glory and a guarantee of 
His return.  The Holy Spirit today allows us 
to experience the substance of Christ who 
gives us rest.  While we await His return, the 
sanctification process brings us to a place of 
increased “rest” until Jesus returns when we 
will “rest with Him fully.” 

“..but we also who have the “Firstfruits” of 
the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within 
ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, 
the redemption of our body” Rom. 8:23).

Honoring “Firstfruits” is honoring the 
“promise to come” when Jesus reigns on 
the earth and we who are His can rest 
under His ruler ship and reign with Him. 
(Coincidentally, the Feast of Trumpets, 
which is on “Firstfruits”, was the Feast that 
trumpeted the “promise of the ONE to 
come”…Jesus the King.

The Bible tells us in Psalms 104:19 that 
God appointed the moon to establish His 
seasons. God designed the moon, where we 
get the name “months” from, to be tied to 
the purpose of communicating His timing 
and purpose in establishing His Kingdom on 
the earth.  

With each new moon came the beginning 

WHAT IS THE 
CONNECTION 

BETWEEN “FIRSTFRUITS” 
AND THE NEW MOON?
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of the next Hebrew month, that when 
interpreted, helped reveal the season.  With 
each new moon there was a tribe of Israel 
that was linked to the month to confirm 
God’s SIGN of the times as well.

God said in Gen. 1:14, “Let there be lights 
in the firmament of the heavens to divide 
the day from the night; and let them be 
for SIGNS and SEASONS.”  The Hebrew 
word for sign is OWTH, which means, “signal, 
omen, or warning.”  The moon in particular, 
is attached to God’s signals for a people in 
Covenant with Him, which is why He chose 
the twelve tribes of Israel to confirm His 
signal.

God has also chosen the sign of the “new 
moon” to usher in the Millennium.  As we 
learn to follow the Hebrew calendar, we are 
adjusting our own calendars to the moon and 
we will be armed and ready for His coming.

The New Testament confirms that Abraham 
is our great, great (etc.), Grandfather. 
Galatians 3:29 says, “And if you are Christ’s, 
then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise.” 

Abraham was the “father of our faith.” God 
decided to choose Abraham’s lineage with 
which to make an unconditional covenant, 
that only God could and would perfect 
through Himself (Jesus) (Gen. 15).  We are 
joint heirs to perfecting that covenant as well 
if we have Jesus as our Lord.  The following is 

the covenant made to Abraham that is also 
our inheritance, identity, and responsibility:

Gen. 17:4-8 “As for Me, behold, My covenant 
is with you, and you shall be a father of many 
nations.  No longer shall your name be called 
Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I 
have made you a father of many nations.

I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will 
make nations of you, and kings shall come 
from you.  And I will establish My covenant 
between Me and you and your descendants 
after you in their generations for an everlasting 
(without end) covenant to be God to you and 
your descendants after you.”

The national framework of this covenant 
responsibility was given later to Moses at 
Mt. Sinai.  In the “Tablets of Covenant,” God 
lays out how His people will be blessed and 
live in a prosperous and peaceful coexistence/
community together.   Since they had 
multiplied into so many, there needed to be 
divine order and instruction given.   

Numbers 10:10 reminds the tribes of 
the instruction of the Lord to honor Him 
at the beginning of their months which 
was determined by the New Moon.   By 
honoring “Firstfruits,” their hearts were 
reminded to put their trust in God above all 
things.

“Also, in the day of your gladness, in your 
appointed feasts, and at the beginning of 
your months, you shall blow the trumpets 
over your burnt offerings and over the 
sacrifices of your peace offerings; and they 
shall be a memorial for you before your God; I 
am the Lord your God.”

God knew His people needed to come to Him 
each month collectively with thanksgiving to 
keep their hearts dependent on His provision. 

HOW ARE THE 
TRIBES OF ISRAEL 

CONNECTED TO THE 
NEW MOON AND 
“FIRSTFRUITS”?
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It served as a reminder that it is “God who 
gives them power to get wealth so He can 
establish his Covenant” (Deut. 8:18).  This 
principle still holds true today.

FIRSTFRUITS gives us an opportunity to 
stop and reflect about our spiritual family, 
the tribes of Israel, who put their trust in 
the Lord. We can glean from their unique 
identity and purpose in God, that when put 
together collectively, yet separated into their 
position and calling, perfect His Kingdom on 
the earth.

The Greek word for tribe is “phyle” which 
means, “to grow, to sprout like a leaf from 
the Wind of God.”  This implies that we 
have been begotten or brought forth by the 
Spirit of God out of the multiplicity of the 
seed of Abraham that birthed the tribes of 
Israel.  Anyone who has been drawn into the 
Kingdom through Jesus comes into the DNA 
of the tribes of Israel that God brought forth 
by His “Wind” or “Spirit” to become “kings 
and “priests” unto Him (Rev. 1:6).

Each tribe had strengths and weaknesses and 
a unique gifting and character of the Father’s 
heart.   These tribes combined were the 
“apple of God’s eye“ (Deut. 32:10).

Hebrews 8:5 tells us that Moses was 
divinely instructed to make the Tabernacle 
according to the “pattern” God had showed 
him.  The purpose in building the Tabernacle 
was to make the Lord a sanctuary that He 

may dwell with the Nation He was married 
to (Ex. 25:8).   This was a copy and shadow 
of the heavenly pattern we will see manifest 
on the earth in the Millennium when Christ 
comes to dwell on the earth as King with His 
people: 

“And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, 
‘Behold, the Tabernacle of God is with men, 
and He will dwell with them, and they shall 
be His people. God Himself will be with them 
and be their God’” (Rev. 21:3).

God instructed Moses of the order in which 
each tribe would sit around the Tabernacle 
AND when they would move out to follow 
His cloud by day and fire by night. Numbers 
2 lays out the instruction of the Lord to the 
tribes, with Judah going first.  This was a 
“blueprint” for us to understanding God’s 
order, timing, season, connection, and role in 
God’s Kingdom.  

We know that there were actually thirteen 
tribes IF you take into account that 
Joseph’s sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, 
were grafted into the family inheritance 
(Gen. 48). The Levites didn’t have their own 
position around the Tabernacle because they 
were dispersed throughout all the other 
tribes to minister and to sanctify the tribes as 
well as oversee the Tabernacle sacrifices and 
offerings.  

The tribe of Levi was NOT allotted land in 
the Promised Land as well because God 
said that He was to be their inheritance 
(Deut. 18:1).  So for our purposes of 
following God’s “kingdom blueprint,” there 
were 12 land tribes that form the foundation 
of the pattern of God’s government around 
the Tabernacle.

It is no coincidence that there are twelve 
tribes and twelve months of the year.  

HOW DO THE TRIBES 
OF ISRAEL HELP 

REVEAL A SIGN OF 
GOD’S TIMES FOR EACH 
MONTHLY FIRSTFRUITS?



 32 FIRSTFRUITS

Twelve is the number that represents 
“government,” and with all the tribes 
exercising their identity and purpose, they 
made a whole army that glorified the Lord.  

If you overlay the Hebrew calendar with the 
tribes, you can and see how the identity 
and calling of each tribe correlates to the 
meaning of the Hebrew month it is linked 
with. This is not only eye-opening but truly 
can equip us.  Why?  First, because it ties us to 
our “ancestors of the faith” in identifying with 
a tribe and their uniqueness or “fruit” every 
month.  

Secondly, the “fruit” of the month gives us 
a SIGN of the time.  Using the interpretation 
of the Hebrew month, the name of each 
tribe, the tribe’s history and prophetic destiny 
spoken by Jacob and Moses, we can gain 
wisdom concerning the timing, release, and 
building of the Kingdom of God (See Hebrew 
Month Chart.).

Let me give you an example to put this all 
together. The Lord instructed in Exodus 12 
that “Nisan,” also known as Abib, would be 
His first month in His calendar.  In Numbers 
10, God specified His order of the tribes, 
instructing that Judah would move out first, 
linking Judah with the first Hebrew month 
of Nisan.  Judah was the tribe that Jesus 
would be born into and become King of, 
presenting Himself “first” to the Father after 
His death and resurrection. All heaven and 
earth praised Him.  (Rev. 5; Luke 24:51,52). 
Judah’s name in Hebrew means, “praise.”  
The Hebrew name of Nisan is also associated 
with praise.  

In Genesis 49, Jacob prophesied over 
every tribe and their prophetic destiny for 
the “latter days.” Moses confirmed and 
added to these prophetic words of Jacob’s in 
Deuteronomy 33.  We can follow a tribe each 
month through the Hebrew calendar and 

glean from their prophetic destiny and how it 
relates to the seasons of the Lord.

Taking our example of Judah, the Lord says 
in Gen. 49, “Judah was whom your brothers 
shall praise.”  Here again, we see Judah 
associated with praise, and it is this month 
that God uses the worship of praise to move 
out in the Hebrew “New Year.”

God made sure we had many clues to look 
at to get a picture of each tribe’s unique 
qualities and contributions to His family.  
Each tribe had a banner (or in other words, 
flag) that signified their tribe, which helped to 
minimize confusion whether it was in facing 
their enemies or facing God’s presence. These 
banners revealed a picture of the tribe’s 
characteristic and family legacy (See Twelve 
Tribes of Israel Around the Tabernacle).

“Everyone of the children of Israel shall camp 
by his own standard, besides the emblems of 
his father’s house” (Num. 2:2).

In establishing military order, God assigned 
three tribes on each side of the tabernacle 
to form a “branch.” Each branch had a 
banner that was represented by the standard 
of the  “head” tribe.  For example, the 
east side was made of a branch of Judah, 
Isaachar and Zebulun that was represented 

ARE THERE MORE 
SIGNS (CLUES) 

GIVEN THAT HELP US 
UNDERSTAND THE 
BLUEPRINT OF GOD’S 
CALENDAR AND 
HIS KINGDOM PLAN 
THROUGH THE TRIBES ?
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by Judah’s banner of the LION.  On the south 
was the branch of Rueben, Simeon and 
Gad, represented by the Reuben’s banner 
of a MAN.  On the west side was Ephraim, 
Manasseh and Benjamin, represented by 
Ephraim’s banner of the OX.  And finally, on 
the north was the branch of Dan, Asher, and 
Naphtali, represented by Dan’s banner of the 
EAGLE (See Tabernacles Chart).

If you notice from the Tabernacles charts, 
the tribe of Levi wasn’t counted in with the 
twelve around the Tabernacle as I shared 
earlier because they were in charge of the 
priesthood. Symbolically, they sat in the 
center of the Tabernacle charged to share 
God’s word, His heart, and sacrifice for the 
people’s sins.  The Levites were divided up 
amongst all the tribes to be “attached” to 
them so they follow God’s commands.  This is 
actually what Levi’s name means, “attached 
to,” and is symbolic of how Jesus is attached 
to all of us who believe in Him through His 
sinless sacrifice.

Using an example in America today, we 
can see this blueprint mirrored through 
our US military, which is divided into 
“branches” that each serve a function and 
position in the US military.  We have four 
main branches: the Army, Navy, Air Force, 
and Marines.  Each one of those “branches” 
has a certain symbol that marks their division 
in the military, as well as a uniform that 
matches each particular identity.  But all of 
these branches have the President of the 
United States “attached” to them as their 
“Commander in Chief.”

Ezekiel 1 and 10 have the same symbolism 
of the faces of the “head” banners of the 
branches of the tribes of Israel.  These 
“head” banners are described in Revelation 
4 and 5 as well.  The Old and New Covenant 
bear witness to these banner symbols that 

identify those chosen to dwell with Him. In 
sharing these scriptures, you can see that 
the pattern God gave us at Mt. Sinai was for 
a much more glorious pattern that would be 
perfected in Christ with His bride.

Looking further, we can understand the 
timing of God’s seasons as they relate 
to the branches of Israel as well.  Since 
Judah was chosen to be the first tribe to lead 
out, and associated with the first month, 
Judah represents the spring season that is 
associated with new beginnings.  This is the 
season of sowing seeds, stepping out into 
new territory, and starting something new.   
This season covers the months on the east 
side of the Tabernacle.  

The summer season starts with Reuben, 
and covers the months on the south side 
of the Tabernacle. This season is associated 
with the wrestle we go through  (patience 
and faith) we need before we see the “seeds” 
to bring forth a harvest.  The fall season 
starts with Ephraim on the west side of the 
Tabernacle, and represents the harvest time 
that brings fruitfulness and blessings.  And 
finally, the winter season starts with Dan on 
the north side of the Tabernacle.  This season 
represents the rest needed to get revelation 
and vision before heading into the New Year.

Each of the four seasons served a purpose 
that is easy to identify if you are a farmer:  
Seed, Time, Harvest, and Rest (Genesis 
8:22).  The harvest cycle is good to know 
because it helps us to understand God’s 
timing in “kingdom” matters.  For example, 
we may sow seeds of faith in the spring and 
we can relax knowing that it will take time 
for those seeds to be watered and tilled until 
the harvest.  Afterwards, there is a rest period 
to get new revelation (seeds of truth) to sow 
into the new spring season again.
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Ecclesiastes 3:1 says that to everything 
there is a season.  “A time for every purpose 
under heaven.”  God repeats this in verse 17 
as He says there is a time for every purpose 
and for every work.  God goes into detail 
about how He makes everything beautiful in 
HIS TIME.  When we begin to recognize His 
seasons, we can enter into the purpose of HIS 
TIME. 

In Revelation 22, God gives us a continued 
picture of us celebrating the months of 
“Firstfruits” with the Lord.  In this vision, 
John sees the “Tree of Life,” which is Jesus, 
bearing twelve fruits (these are symbolic of 
the twelve tribes), with each tribe bearing 
a fruit in each month. These twelve tribes 
again represent ALL of God’s covenanted 
people that were prophesied to exist because 
of the Abrahamic Covenant.  If you notice in 
Scripture, there is a fruit each month we can 
enjoy that comes from the anointing/gifting 
springing forth from each tribe in it’s season.

Revelation 22:1-4 “And He showed me a 
pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, 
proceeding from the throne of God and of the 
Lamb.  In the middle of its street, and on either 
side of the river, was the Tree of Life, which 
bore Twelve Fruits, each tree yielding its fruit 
every month.  The leaves of the tree were for 
the healing of the nations. And there shall be 
no more curse, but the throne of God and of the 
Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve 
Him. “

There is no denying that God chose the 
twelve tribes of Israel as His premier Bride 
to reflect HIS SIGN.  Once Jesus dealt with 
the sin that separated the Bride from the 
Lord, He used the twelve disciples as His 
“Firstfruits” to go to the lost Tribes of Israel 
and to extend the invitation to be His Bride 
once again.  “But go rather to the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel (Matt. 10:6).  And again 

Jesus said, “I was not sent except to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel (Matt. 15:24). 

Of course, ALL were included in the Lord’s 
mission of salvation as well, as we read 
the Lord’s charge to the disciples after He 
appeared days after His resurrection:  “Go 
into all the world and preach the gospel to 
EVERY creature” (Mark 16: 15). However, the 
Lord came in the flesh as the “son of man” 
because of the unconditional Abrahamic 
Covenant He made with Abraham and his 
descendants.  It was the “blueprint” God 
chose for salvation for mankind.  We are all 
now called to reflect HIS GLORIOUS SIGN.

Revelation 21 describes the New Jerusalem, 
the Bride, of which the names of the Twelve 
Tribes of Israel and the Twelve Apostles 
of Christ are written on the gates and the 
foundations. The foundations of the walls of 
the city are adorned with all kinds of precious 
stones (Rev 21:19,20).  

These twelve unique gemstones were also 
represented on the breastplate of the High 
Priest in the Old Testament (Ex. 28). Again, 
the different stones assigned to represent 
each tribe provide yet another clue of God’s 
marking of that tribe as each stone has 
unique qualities.

God has chosen a remnant that He 
has prepared to understand His heart 
concerning His “Firstfruits” Calendar prior 
to the return of Jesus (Rev. 5; 14:1-5).  Many 
people will not accept His invitation right 
away to know His Calendar. So the answer 

IS EVERYONE GOING TO 
HONOR FIRSTFRUITS 

BEFORE JESUS RETURNS?
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is no.  Some will be set in their ways and not 
be open to hearing the Truth.  Others will 
not want to take the time to know the Truth 
because they are too busy.  Others are simply 
not to know right now. And a few will be 
angry because they are under the control of 
a religious spirit that wants to try and kill the 
messenger. 

“Firstfruits” is an expression of the heart 
that God is first in all areas of our lives.  
Honoring “Firstfruits” each New Moon 
expresses an agreement with God’s blueprint.  
The “Firstfruits” heart is an “agape heart” 
that fears (reverences) the Lord because of 
who God is and not what He can do for us.   
This is a heart attitude that goes past the 
initial “eros” love that comes when we ask 
Jesus to be our Lord.  And it goes past the 
“phileo” love that serves the Lord because 
He did something for us.  It is a heart that 
is willing to pick up the cross regardless of 
seeing any of the promises because we trust 
the Father at His Word and our love for Him 
desires to abide in His ways.

Jesus shares a parable about a certain 
king who arranged a marriage for his son 
and sent out the invitations.  But no one 
was willing to come.  He sent out a second 
message explaining how amazing the 
wedding feast was going to be.  But those 
invited made light of the invitation and went 
on with their own business, while others 
seized the servants bringing the good news 
and killed them.  

In this parable, Jesus was revealing the 
condition of the Church’s heart when the 
Lord’s invitation is sent out to come to the 
“Tabernacle” wedding celebration, which 
will mark the beginning of the Millennium 
(Rev. 20:6).  The parable stated that no 

one responded who were “expected” to 
respond (Maybe even some who have been 
in leadership positions in the Church). So the 
Lord went out of the “religious structure” to 
the highways where the remnant was found 
ready and willing to GO (Matt. 22:1-14).  
These were the people God had prepared 
for His invitation, and through trials by fire, 
surrendered to His call. 

Jesus later goes on to say, “Many are called, 
but few are chosen” (Matt. 22:14).

Often, our culture rubs off on us and we 
interpret “chosen” as someone recognized 
as honored with power, status, and 
favored above others.  But this is not 
God’s interpretation of “chosen.”   In God’s 
kingdom, “chosen” is the bondservant who 
lays their life down to serve the Lord’s grand 
plan of redemption.  When we generate a 
mindset and a model for people to serve us 
and lift us up in our ministries or churches, 
we have steered away from God’s blueprint.  
Jesus was always modeling servant hood and 
helping his disciples to do greater works than 
He (John 14:12).

God knew that “few” would have the faith 
and obedience to believe in the “promises” 
without seeing them.  He also knew that 
few would be willing to make such a sacrifice 
of self.  So, few are “chosen” to lead God’s 
army into the Tabernacles Age, just as few 
(12) were chosen to be the Lord’s disciples.  
This does not mean they are better than 
the rest.  It means they are called to be 
a “bondservant” to the Lord.  These are 
the ones who understand the heart of the 
Calendar of “Firstfruits” first because they 
responded to the invitation.  They will lead 
the way for others to enter into the 100-fold 
return. 
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Matthew 13:23 says, “But he who received 
seed on the good ground is he who hears 
the WORD and understands it, who indeed 
bears fruit and produces: some a hundred, 
some sixty, and some thirty.”  The more 
you spend time getting to know the Lord, 
His Word (truth), and His Spirit, the more 
your heart is full of His and it changes your 
thoughts and actions to mirror His.  We then 
have an opportunity to partner with the Lord 
to establish His Kingdom here on the earth, 
and in His time, will be given the authority 
to judge with Him because we are His 
bondservants:

“So Jesus said to them, ‘Assuredly I say 
to you, that in the regeneration when the 
Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, 
you who have followed Me will also sit on 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes 
of Israel.  And everyone who has left houses 
or brothers or sisters or father of mother 
or wife or children or lands, for My name’s 
sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and 
inherit eternal life” (Matt. 19:28,29).

The hundredfold return comes to those 
willing to surrender ALL (100%) of their 
idols to put the Lord first and abide with 
Him (See 30,60,100-fold chart).   Jesus then 
finishes His thoughts concerning the 100-fold 
return by saying, “But many who are first will 
be last, and the last first”(Matt. 19:30).  This 
scripture points out that it doesn’t matter 
how long you have been a Christian, the 
criteria to becoming His “Firstfruit” is a heart 
surrendered to His headship and the Lord’s 
sanctification process. The “chosen” says, 
“Not my will but yours;” mimicking the heart 
of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane (Luke 
22:42).   Some go through this process longer 
than others.  But that doesn’t mean those 
who get through it faster are better.  They are 
just “chosen.”

Through Adam’s sons, Cain and Abel, we 
read about the first recorded “Firstfruits” 
in Genesis 4.  Cain brought an offering of 
the “fruits of the ground to the Lord” (Gen. 
4:3).  Abel also brought an offering that was 
his firstborn of his flock and of their fat (Gen. 
4:4).   Both of them acknowledged the Lord 
and brought something to Him, so from our 
perspective today, they would both appear 
to be two good Christians in church giving 
money when the offering bucket came by.   
But God only respected Abel’s.  Why?  Abel 
gave God his FIRST.  Abel gave God his BEST.  
But more importantly, Abel gave God his 
100% surrendered HEART. 

Cain had a different attitude than Abel.  
Cain gave his “Firstfruits” out of duty, not 
from a heart of honor.  Cain worked “hard” 
for his provision, and he probably surmised 
at one point that he deserved the best of the 
harvest over giving it to the Lord. Whatever 
the excuse was, the excuse shows us that he 
didn’t fear God in areas of his heart. However, 
if someone were to evaluate Cain’s outward 
actions, he appears “righteous” at this point 
of the story.  This looks more like the 60-fold 
return because he gave his own way, not the 
Lord’s way, which is a form of idolatry.  

The 60-fold can be easily lured by a 
religious spirit that can deceive someone 
into thinking they are doing all the right 
things to serve God, but their heart is far 
from Him.  The 30-fold is the easiest to spot 
because it is someone that has been saved by 
grace, but their lifestyle and choices remain 
unchanged to get to know the Lord.

HOW DOES 
FIRSTFRUITS REVEAL 

THE 100-FOLD HEART?
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It is evident from Scripture that Cain gave 
his “Firstfruits” with a mindset that there 
was a financial payoff that he would benefit 
from. “Woe to them.  For they have gone in 
the way of Cain, having run greedily in the 
error of Balaam for profit, and perished in the 
rebellion of Korah”  (Jude 1:11).  I do not think 
Cain’s heart would have been willing to keep 
giving if there was no personal payoff.  Loving 
the Lord was not his first priority. 

Cain was not inherently evil.  But he had 
a flaw in his soul that God knew and as 
a loving Father, He came to him in that 
moment of weakness to give him some 
sound advice.  Cain was faced with a choice 
to choose life or death, and unfortunately, 
he chose death.  His decision was met with 
the greatest of circumstances, which was to 
be removed from the presence of God (Gen. 
4:11,12).

Anyone that is around a Christian with the 
100-fold heart attitude will be challenged 
in his or her relationship with the Lord.  This 
challenge can inspire someone to draw closer 
to the Lord, or want to defend the idols in 
their heart that prevent them from drawing 
closer to the Lord themselves.  Cain became 
resentful and jealous of his brother.  And 
because of that, Satan wasted no time to 
cause a dissention in Cain’s heart toward his 
brother, which led to the first murder recorded 
in the Bible (Gen. 4:8).  

The body of Christ has been in a season of 
sanctification these past 2,000 years to draw 
us closer to the heart of God. Our wrestle 
with our flesh can prevent us from entering 
into all that God has for us.  Having the Spirit 
of Truth to sanctify us, we go from glory to 
glory until the day we come face to face with 
the Lord. What we focus on FIRST is a great 
indicator of what has precedence in our heart.

The quick answer is YES.  Individually, we 
all have our special and unique way to honor 
the Lord with our “firsts,” and our individual 
relationship with the Lord is most important.  
However, having said that, God is moving us 
forward corporately, and everything up ahead 
in God’s Covenant plan has to do with the 
unification of the body of Christ becoming 
the “Bride of Christ.”  This is “nations” moving 
in unison with God’s heartbeat.  That can only 
happen IF we are connected to each other, 
and celebrating “Firstfruits” in a gathering 
allows us to step into that corporate 
blueprint.

Admittedly, because this was uncharted 
territory in our Christian culture, it was a 
bumpy road of finding the heart of God 
for “Firstfruits” today.  There were some 
awkward times at the beginning just trying to 
explain to others what it was we were doing.  
Once we got firm footing of God’s heart, it 
became easier.

For example, when we started sharing 
with people to come to “Firstfruits,” 
many thought we were trying to become 
Jewish.   Admittedly, in our beginnings, I 
found myself seeking the Jewish faith to 
help me to understand some of these divine 
appointments since there was nothing out 
there in the Christian culture to help me.  

WHAT CAN I PASS 
ALONG ABOUT OUR 

JOURNEY OF HONORING 
FIRSTFRUITS?

CAN’T I JUST HONOR 
FIRSTFRUITS ON MY 

OWN?
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However, God got ahold of me early on in this 
journey to set me straight. He told me that 
if I gleaned from the Jewish faith, my focus 
would be out of the root of His truth.  He 
did not want me gleaning from a religion or 
traditions.  He wanted me to seek His Word, 
our Hebrew roots, only, and have His heart on 
the matter for today.  The Holy Spirit had to 
take the Word and allow the Father to make it 
a life-giving gathering. 

In addition, because we were adhering 
to what was established in the Old 
Testament, some people initially thought 
we were trying to “come under the law” 
and becoming religious and legalistic.  But 
this was far from the truth, nor even close to 
the reality of our gatherings. The Holy Spirit 
was completely free to flow, and there was 
nothing oppressive or legalistic about our 
“Firstfruits” gatherings.

The “Firstfruits” journey has also taken an 
adjustment for everyone who comes to 
these gatherings not to come looking for 
what they can get out of it.  This is usually 
the mentality we go to church with each 
Sunday as we wait for the pastor to “feed us.”  
God’s heart is that we come to “Firstfruits” 
ready to GIVE to HIM.  This is a different 
mindset and posture that I believe helps us to 
shift into becoming more like Christ’s Bride 
and ready for the next kingdom season. 

There was only one voluntary sacrifice 
from the Old Testament. It was the peace 
offering, which represented thanksgiving 
and praise to the Lord.  The Lord tells us in 
Romans 13:15 to continually offer the sacrifice 
of praise and thanksgiving with the fruits 
(words) of our lips.  As we purpose in our 
heart to do that at “Firstfruits,” we remember 
all good things come from Him, but again, 
this is not a requirement for salvation.  It is 
because our hearts desire to do so.

In addition, it has taken awhile for everyone 
to realize that they are ALL an essential 
part of the gathering and equally important 
to the purpose of being united together.  
Most of the thinking we have adopted in our 
Christian culture is that we aren’t qualified 
to share spiritual matters unless we have 
earned a title or position in ministry. But that 
kind of rationale puts too much emphasis 
on performance rather than the Holy Spirit 
working through all of us. It also breeds a 
“hierarchy of spirituality,” when in fact we 
are ALL at the foot of the cross. “Firstfruits” 
help unravel that “Babylonian” structure that 
breeds a need to control.

God wants to dismantle our hierarchy 
religious power structures that “lord over 
or cover” members of the body of Christ 
when we gather together.  The Lord gave 
us the Holy Spirit to guide us ALL into His 
Truth, and His sacrifice gave us direct access 
to the Father ourselves. As our Captain and 
Overseer, it’s the Lord’s desire that we all 
take our position in His plan and not find a 
seat on the sidelines (1 Peter2:25). He desires 
to be our covering and leader, and to partner 
with each of us so that His glory can be seen 
in every unique vessel He has created (1 John 
2:27). 

This is not to say that there isn’t someone 
who “leads” the gathering.  But the leader/
host will have the heart of an apostle that 
exhorts the gifts of others and encourages 
people to participate.  This “apostle” isn’t 
called to take on all the jobs, doing all the 
talking, and getting people to rely on them 
ministering.  No, this apostle is decreasing 
and serving while allowing Jesus to increase 
in others.

Which brings the next point that falls on 
the “leader/host” shoulders: facilitating 
the flow of “Firstfruits” according to 
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God’s blueprint.  It’s almost embarrassing 
to say that we didn’t figure this out right 
away because it is so simple.  Simply put, 
all “Firstfruits” gatherings should start out 
FIRST with praise and thanksgiving.  How this 
is done will look different each month, but 
the leader/host needs to prompt everyone 
to share something they are thankful to the 
Lord for.  The by-product of this time binds 
the hearts together in His goodness, and 
sets the table for any worship or ministry 
that would follow.  The “new manna for 
the month” will come from this time, and 
everyone will leave “full.”  

Another hurdle we have had to overcome 
is following the “new moon” schedule 
itself.  This may sound like a strange thing to 
overcome, but since we are such creatures 
of habit, many of us don’t like to go to 
gatherings that aren’t convenient to our 
“schedules.”  It would have been so easy for 
us to opt to have the gatherings on a set day 
that worked for everyone on the weekends.  
But by doing that, we really weren’t following 
the time God established.  Instead, we were 
creating our “own calendar.”   The “I” in that 
statement is what has caused the body of 
Christ to stray from the government of God 
in the first place, so that didn’t seem right.  I 
personally was convicted to crucify my flesh 
that fed “convenience,” as well as the feeling 
of needing to “please others” over honoring 
the Lord.  

Jesus shows us through the writings of 
Peter that we become a “bondservant” 
in Christ to follow the Father and His 
blueprint, so this ultimately means that we 
need to submit to His leadership IF we want 
to be “priests and kings” with Him (1 Peter 
2:16; Romans 6:22).  In due time, I believe 
God will shift the body of Christ into a greater 
understanding of His heart concerning His 
Calendar.  It may not be until Jesus comes 

back that many believers understand the 
significance of the Father’s Calendar.  But it 
is quite clear in the Bible that Jesus will re-
establish them once again.

When you think about our time given to us 
in this lifetime, the percentage of our time 
God asks us to set aside for Him is so small in 
comparison to all the time we have allotted 
in a day, month, and year to make choices 
for ourselves.  So it really is not a burden to 
make “Firstfruits” and Feasts a priority in our 
schedule, regardless of what day it falls on.  

The Bible says that the world is waiting 
for the manifestation (unveiling, stepping 
forth, revealing) of the sons of God. “For 
the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly 
waits for the revealing of the sons of God” 
Rom. 8:19. (The “sons of God” have nothing 
to do with gender.  The “sons of God” refer to 
people in covenant with the Lord who plant 
seed (the Word), just as the Bride does not 
just refer to women only).

When the “sons of God” are revealed, they 
are going to be mimicking the blueprint 
God has established in His Word.  When 
Jesus returns as King, He isn’t going to 
come up with a new set of rules or a new 
way of doing things.  He is going to perfect 
that which has already been written by 
establishing its righteousness in the earth.  
God’s divine appointments are a part of that 
tapestry.  If it were not so, they wouldn’t be 
mentioned being honored when the Lord 
returns.  In Isaiah 66 and Zechariah 14, the 
New Moon and Feasts are mentioned as part 
of the blueprint.

 As a matter of fact, the Feasts in 
themselves tell the prophetic story of how 
Jesus would come and perfect Covenant 
with us through His first and second 
coming.  That alone should make every 
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Christian want to know them and honor them 
since He is our Lord and King.  I don’t know 
about you, but I am so curious as to how and 
when Jesus is returning, and these Feasts 
give us answers.   And the very first Feast 
that Jesus is coming back to fulfill with his 
second coming is on a “Firstfruits.”  Hmm….
there must be something to this “Firstfruits” 
pattern.

WRAPPING UP 
THE BLUEPRINT OF 
FIRSTFRUITS…
The Bible begins with Genesis 1:1, “In the 
beginning, God created the heavens and 
the earth. “  The Hebrew translation for “in 
the beginning” is FIRSTFRUITS.  The WORD 
begins with the concept of “Firstfruits” seen 
through the creation of heaven and earth.
The new heavens and new earth will be 
the harvest of the “Firstfruits,” which we 
believers will have the opportunity to enjoy 
after the Millennium (Rev. 21:1).  “Firstfruits” 
is not a small concept to the Lord.  It comes 
out of a place of deep love and honor in which 
the best is given to the One He loved.

 Jesus, as the “Firstfruits,” presented 
Himself to the Father, and made a way 
for us all to become branches of the Tree 
of Life.  1 Corinthians 15:23 says,  “But each 
one in his own order; Christ the “Firstfruits,” 
afterward those who are Christ’s at His 
coming.”

Jesus is coming back for His harvest, 
the BRIDE, who can be holy because 
of His “Firstfruits” sacrifice.  Romans 
11:16 confirms this by saying, “For if the 
“Firstfruits” is holy, the lump is also holy, and 
if the root is holy, so are the branches.”  

God has designed to have “Firstfruits” which 
coincides with the Feast of Trumpets, to 
usher in the Tabernacles Age when Jesus 
comes back to fulfill the fall feasts and reign 
on the earth.  Honoring “Firstfruits” prepares 
His people to be ready.  

Ezekiel 40- 47 describes the New Jerusalem.  
In Ez. 46:1, the gate of the inner court is 
opened on the Sabbath and on the New 
Moon (“Firstfruits”), and the people will 
worship at the entrance.  If God was so 
specific with the opening of the gate on set 
times on His calendar, we should take interest 
as well.  It is a part of our future, so we may as 
well learn it right now.

God is shifting His “Church” to mirror His 
heavenly blueprint.  We have had parts of 
it mirrored well, but now the Lord wants 
to shine His light on the areas that need 
adjusting.  I believe that in this shift, we will 
not be focused on men, position, building, 
numbers, or denominations.  Instead, we 
will be focused on building our covenant 
relationship with Him and each other.  

Corporately, Christians have lacked an 
understanding of our “identity” as “sons 
of God.”  This has added to the problem of 
building “hierarchy” structures in the Church 
that mimic the world, as well as a misplaced 
identity in a “church structure” rather than 
in Christ alone. As we begin to increase our 
knowledge and understanding of our Hebrew 
roots, we will identify with our heritage, 
which will in turn shift our mindset and 
actions corporately.

The blueprint of “Firstfruits” puts our 
primary focus on giving to the Lord, and 
then giving out so that ALL can be filled 
with His provision.  I believe God’s heart for 
these gatherings are an intimate setting, 
where people can give thanks to the Lord, 
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and allow their gifting to freely flow as the 
Lord leads.  Soon, these gatherings will 
become “a covenant peg” that God’s glory 
will rest in. They will be a key in the believer’s 
hands to unlock prayers while providing 
refuge during turbulent times.  

God told the children of Israel that when 
they entered the Promised Land, they 
were to give Him the “Firstfruits” of all 
the produce of the land (Deut. 26:1,2).  In 
doing so, God promised that He would give 
them authority over all the other nations 
(Deut. 26:19).  If we want to establish God’s 
government on the earth, we need to have 
His authority.  Having His authority can shift 
our nation, and then the nations. 

“Firstfruits” gatherings are unique and 
brought together very organically through 
the heart of the Father who wants to knit 
us and join us together in Him.  Whether 
you are deliberately setting aside time as a 
family to celebrate, or opening up your home 
to friends to join together as “family,” God 
is increasing our hearts to “agape” love Him 
and those whom He puts in our lives.  This 
LOVE base will spring out in the community 
to do the work of the Lord as we are seen as 
sons of light (John 11:48).

Hebrews 13:15,16 sums up the heart of 
God’s purpose of “Firstfruits:”  “Therefore 
by Him, let us continually offer the sacrifice 
of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our 
lips, giving thanks to His name.  But do not 
forget to do good and to share, for with such 
sacrifices, God is well pleased.”  

And finally, the Lord Himself tells us His 
blueprint: “For as the new heavens and 
the new earth which I make shall remain 
before Me, says the Lord, “So shall your 
descendants and your name remain.  And 
it shall come to pass that from one NEW 

MOON to another, and from one SABBATH 
to another, ALL flesh shall come to worship 
before Me,” says the Lord (Is. 66:22,23).
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firstfruits
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CHAPTERTWO...
God’s Legacy of Firstfruits
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The principle of “Firstfruits” is introduced 
in the book of Genesis when Cain and 

Abel offer God “their first.”

Genesis 4:4 “Abel also brought of the firstborn 
of his flock and of their fat.  And the Lord 
respected his offering.”

Abel’s offering was respected because his 
heart wanted to honor the Lord.  Cain’s 
offering was different.  He was doing it out 
of duty, “because that is just what I need 
to do.”  He may have also done it with a 
complaining and grumbling heart.  God wants 
our “Firstfruits” to come from a heart of 
thanksgiving.

Abraham exemplifies this principle when 
he was asked to offer his “firstborn” to the 
Lord as a sacrifice to God. This was a test 
for Abraham and God supplied the sacrifice 
Himself. God’s principles can challenge the 
root of our faith in Him. We never know how 
our obedience can be used to perfect God’s 
greater plan in His story for mankind. In this 
incidence, Abraham’s obedience was used 
as a foreshadowing of Jesus becoming the 
“Firstfruits” of the New Covenant that would 
abolish sin. 

At Mt. Sinai the principle of “Firstfruits” is 
written in the Law God gave to Moses to 
share with the children of Israel. God asked 
the children of Israel to bring the first of their 
increase to the House of the Lord at the 
beginning of each month as a memorial to 
Him.  (Numbers 10:10).

Deuteronomy 26 describes the time when 
Israel first entered the Promised Land and 
they were told by God to bring the first portion 
of their harvest to God’s sanctuary so they 
could declare God’s goodness publicly.  After 
they honored God with their “Firstfruits,” the 
scriptures says in verse 19, “The Lord will make 

you high above all nations which he has made, 
in praise, and in fame, and in honor; and you 
shall be a people holy to the Lord.”  That is an 
incredible blessing of favor from the Lord for 
giving Him “Firstfruits.”

Nehemiah recognized that the earlier 
destruction of the temple and the captivity 
of God’s people were because of their 
idolatry and a refusal to follow God’s Laws.  
So Nehemiah re-established God’s order. The 
Sabbath, “Firstfruits,” and Feasts were all 
SIGNS of honoring God’s Covenant first.  In 
Nehemiah 10-13, we see the fruitfulness of 
God’s people following these laws once again 
and blessing God’s people.

The principles of giving God our firsts are 
further exemplified through the prophet 
Ezekiel.  

Ezekiel 44:30 says, “Give the first portion….so 
a blessing may rest on your household.” Not 
only will God bless you as you give Him your 
first, but also bless your household.

King Solomon, one of the wisest kings to 
rule on the earth, shares the “Firstfruits” 
principle in Proverbs.

Proverbs 3:9-10 promises you, “Honor the 
Lord with the “Firstfruits” of your crops; 
THEN your barns will be filled to overflowing, 
and your vats will brim over with new wine.” 
Abundance of provision is again promised in 
the principles of “Firstfruits.”

Jesus is our living example of “Firstfruits” 
as He offered up Himself as a sacrifice and a 
“Firstfruits” for the harvest of souls coming 
into God’s Kingdom.  “But each one in His 
order: Christ the “Firstfruits,” afterwards those 
who are Christ’s at His coming.” (1 Corinthians 
15:23)
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Romans 11:16 says, “For if the firstfruit is 
holy, the lump is also holy; and if the root is 
holy, so are the branches.”  When we bring 
our “first” to the Lord, HE blesses the rest.

God understands that the “first” is special and 
important.  Remember your first dollar you 
earned?  Your first date?  Your first kiss?  Your 
first job?  Giving God our “first” expresses 
honors to our heavenly Father. 

I believe God wants us to develop a 
mentality of “Firstfruits” in every area 
of our life.  In developing this muscle, our 
foundation of trust becomes greater in Him. 
When it comes to wealth, God instructs us of 
His pattern of sowing our “Firstfruits” even 
before the Law was written on tablets.  In 
Gen. 14:18-20, Abraham tithed to the high 
priest Melchizedek which was prior to the 
Levitical priesthood. 

Deuteronomy 8:18 reminds us that God 
gives us the power to get ALL wealth, so we 
remember this truth in honoring Him with the 
FIRST 10%.  Deut. 26:12 instructs us to give 
our “tithe of increase” into 4 categories of 
people: the LEVITE (the person God is using 
in your life to minister to you His Word),  the 
WIDOW, the ORPHAN, and the STRANGER.  
How much we give to one or more of these 
categories is dependent on the leading of the 
Holy Spirit and NOT what the doctrines of 
men tell you to do.

“AND ALL THE TITHE OF THE 
LAND, WHETHER OF THE SEED 
OF THE LAND OR OF THE FRUIT 
OF THE TREE, IS THE LORD’S.  IT 
IS HOLY TO THE LORD.” Lev. 27:30

Just as giving God the “Firstfruits” of 
our money releases His blessing on our 
finances, so giving God the “Firstfruits” 
of our time releases His blessing on our 
time.  God’s Calendar is set up as a pattern 
to come to Him with our heart and provision 
in remembrance of Who He is. When we give 
God the first of our time, we are putting Him 
first in our lives..

God established a pattern in the sky to 
help us remember when to honor Him 
with our “Firstfruits.”  When the new moon 
came out each month, God said to come to 
His sanctuary to honor Him with “Firstfruits” 
(Numbers 28).  Ironically, this is the darkest 
day of the month, but made light when in His 
presence. 

God’s appointments align us to prosper in 
Him and are for ALL generations as they 
are foundational principles He laid out 
to abide and remember His Covenantal 
promises. 

The Bible states that some day, we will ALL 
celebrate “Firstfruits” together with the 
Lord. Isa. 66:23 says, “And it shall come to 
pass, that from one New Moon to another. 
ALL flesh shall come to worship before Me, 
says the Lord.”  

Meeting God on His schedule, not ours, 
positions us to abide in HIS Kingdom vision 
and HIS government He laid out for His 
Covenanted People.  As we experience the 
promises of His blessings, the world will see 
the Lord as a Good Father. In addition, it 
helps us to understand the Father’s time and 
seasons so we can align with what His heart is 
purposed to do through His people.
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JESUS  IS OUR LIVING EXAMPLE OF FIRSTFRUITS 
AS HE OFFERED UP HIMSELF AS A SACRIFICE 

AND A FIRSTFRUITS FOR THE HARVEST OF SOULS 
COMING INTO GOD’S KINGDOM. “BUT EACH ONE IN 
HIS ORDER: CHRIST THE FIRSTFRUITS, AFTERWARDS 
THOSE WHO ARE CHRIST’S AT HIS COMING.” 

1 CORINTHIANS 15:23. 
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HOW DO WE HONOR THE LORD WITH OUR FIRSTFRUITS? 

DAILY “Firstfruits” is one on one with the 
Father where you spend time talking to 

Him first thing in the morning, either in prayer 
or in the Word.

WEEKLY “Firstfruits” is one-on-one 
resting with the Father and thanking 

Him for all the manna He provided for the 
week and to reflect on His goodness.  Then, 
we take that thanksgiving, rest, and goodness 
and share it with our family and friends.

MONTHLY “Firstfruits” is sacrificial 
“Firstfruits” of provision, and should 

mirror the intimate time Jesus gave to His 
disciples so that God’s Covenant can be 
multiplied forward.  Jesus laid down His life 
to share, feed, encourage, heal, and teach 
the disciples about His Kingdom FIRST so 
they could go away FULL of His glory and 
share the GOOD NEWS with others.  He was 
their provision.  Then He gave the Holy Spirit 
to them which was His heavenly provision. 
We are to GIVE of the ““Firstfruits”” of our 
provision, both spiritual and natural, so we can 
all GO forth FULL. 

YEARLY “Firstfruits” are our “national” 
“Firstfruits” sowing into His Covenant 

plan for mankind and honoring Him who 
chose us to be His people.  Feasts are  
“dress rehearsals” of God’s Covenant Story 
perfected through Jesus.  

We should give God our “Firstfruits” each 
year for His Covenant plan of redemption 
and restoration through His son Jesus as we 
celebrate in unity His grace and mercy.

The union of God’s elect aross the nations 
expressing their love for Him in His 
appointed time will reveal the “Firstfruits” 
remnant and the Bride of Christ.

DAILY

WEEKLY

MONTHLY

YEARLY
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THE FOLLOWING IS GOD’S PATTERN OFTHE FOLLOWING IS GOD’S PATTERN OF  
GIVING HIM OUR “FIRSTS” GIVING HIM OUR “FIRSTS”     

.....DAILY..........DAILY.....
Coming to Him each morning – “Our Father who Art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name, Thy Kingdom Come, 

Thy Will be Done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us our DAILY bread…”  (Matt. 6:9-13)

.....WEEKLY..........WEEKLY.....
“Honor the SABBATH and Keep it Holy.  The seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord your God.  In it you shall do 

not work so you may rest.”  (Deuteronomy 5:12)

.....MONTHLY..........MONTHLY..... 
“At the beginning of each MONTH (according to the New Moon) give your offerings of provision to the ‘house 
of the Lord’ (where God’s people dwell in covenant), so they are a memorial before the Lord and He can bless 

you.”  (Numbers 10:10)

.....YEARLY..........YEARLY.....
Coming together corporately to honor the Lord for Deliverance and Redemption, “Firstfruits”, and Restoration. 

“Three times you shall keep a feast to Me in the YEAR.”  (Exodus 23:14)
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CHAPTERTHREE...
Exploring the Meaning of the Hebrew Month with Each Tribe
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The next chapter of this book has been compiled to learn about the significance of the 
individual Hebrew month as well as the tribe associated with that month.  I encourage 

you each year to re-read each month to refresh your memory.

The following information is just a simple blueprint.  The Holy Spirit will breathe life and give 
“manna” for the month that concerns the Kingdom today and individually.   This is also just a 
brief guideline that can be a starting point for the Holy Spirit to move you into the heart of the 
Lord for the month.  

What I have found to be true in many cases every year is that God uses this blueprint to 
confirm and speak to individuals as well as to the corporate body of Christ as it pertains to the 
season we are experiencing in His Kingdom. So many times, I will share with people just the 
meaning of the Hebrew month we are in and it will be a bullet of truth that speaks to the heart 
of why someone is going through a trial or confirm the leading of the Lord.

There is much more information you can gather concerning each month and tribe, so I 
encourage you to go on your own trail to seek out God’s heart for His wisdom and timing in the 
season you are in.

YOUR WORD IS A LAMP TO MY FEET AND A LIGHT TO MY PATH. 
(PSALM 119:105)
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The Hebrew Calendar begins with the month of Nisan (represented by the number 1), and 
goes clockwise as seen by the chart. I encourage you each year to re-read each month to 

refresh your memory. The Hebrew name for each month describes God’s heart and the pulse of 
the purpose of that month in God’s season.  

The Hebrew Covenant Calendar is based on a lunar calendar of 354 days, which is 11 days 
shorter than the solar calendar that we use today. Therefore, the Hebrew months can fall in-
between the Gregorian calendar months we are familiar with.  

For example, Nisan could start in the middle or end of March, and go through until the 
middle or end of April.  For simplicity sake, in the charts we have put together, we used the 
Gregorian month that the Hebrew Covenant Calendar month would most consistently fall on.  
But with each year we are in, we check the universal lunar calendar to find out what date the 
new moon begins.

Because the lunar calendar is shorter than the solar calendar, an adjustment is needed in the 
Hebrew Covenant Calendar to compensate for the difference so that the farming season stays 
in sync with the first month of the year.  This is why a second ADAR is added approximately 
every three years so that the land’s produce, in which God required the “firstfruits,” could line 
up with these “set times” He instructed to give.

THIS MONTH SHALL BE YOUR BEGINNING OF MONTHS; IT 
SHALL BE THE FIRST MONTH OF THE YEAR TO YOU (EX. 12:2).

CHARTONE...
Hebrew Months Chart
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God sets the pattern for His people for war, 
worship and movement before entering in 
to the Promised Land.

“Everyone of the children of Israel shall camp 
by his own standard (flag/banner); beside 
the emblems of his father’s house; they shall 
camp some distance from the tabernacle of 
meeting” (Numbers 2:2).

“On the EAST side, toward the rising sun, 
those of the standard of the forces with 
JUDAH shall camp according to their armies….
These shall break camp FIRST” (Numbers 2:3, 
9).

“On the SOUTH side shall be the standard 
of the forces with REUBEN according to 
their armies…..They shall be second to break 
camp.” (Numbers 2:10, 16).

“On the WEST side shall be the standard of 
the forces with EPHRAIM according to their 
armies….They shall be third to break camp” 
(Numbers 2:18,24).

“The standard of the forces with DAN shall 
be on the NORTH side according to their 
armies….They shall be last to break camp” 
(Numbers 2:31).

In Numbers 7, God commands the leaders of 
each tribe to bring their tribal offerings to the 
Lord’s tabernacle. Each tribe was assigned a 
day to bring their offerings, beginning with 
the tribe of Judah. After twelve days, the 
offerings were complete. The order in which 
each tribe was told to bring their offerings 
mimics the same tribal order set forth in 
Numbers 2, and later in Numbers 10 when the 
tribes depart Mt. Sinai.

LATER IN NUMBERS 10:10, GOD 
REMINDS THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL TO 
HONOR HIM WITH THEIR FIRSTFRUITS 
EACH MONTH.

“Also in the day of your gladness, in your 
appointed feasts, and at the beginning of your 
months (FIRSTFRUITS), you shall blow the 
trumpets over your burnt offerings and over the 
sacrifices of your peace offerings; and they shall 
be a memorial for you before your God:  I am 
the Lord your God” (Numbers 10:10).

CHARTTWO...
Numbers Chart
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SPRING SEASON AND EASTERN BRANCH...
KNOWN FOR:   WISDOM, STRATEGY, AND PLANTERS

MONTH CHARACTERISTICS
• March  = Judah “praise” • First, apostolic, worship is warfare, lead battle
• April = Issachar “wages” • Understood timing, counsel, guidance with God’s eyes
• May = Zebulun “dwelling” • Profitable flow with business

SUMMER SEASON AND SOUTHERN BRANCH...
KNOWN AS:  WARRIORS

MONTH CHARACTERISTICS
• June = Reuben “seeing” • Unstable
• July = Simeon “hearing” • Revenge, violent, anger
• August = Gad “troop, fortune” • Fierce as a lion in battle and keeps Simeon and Reuben in line

FALL SEASON AND WESTERN BRANCH...
KNOWN AS:  THE NEW GENERATION, HARVESTERS

MONTH CHARACTERISTICS
• September = Ephraim  “fruitful” • Fruitful, multiplication of blessings
• October = Manasseh  “to forget my toil” • Forgiving, sign of covenant of new beginnings
• November = Benjamin “son of right hand” • Coming full circle, trust, support

WINTER SEASON AND NORTHERN BRANCH...
KNOWN TO: BE CREATIVE, GLORY IS REAR GUARD (IS 58:8), CLOUD OF GLORY COVERING, NOT 
WARRIORS FOR BATTLE 

MONTH CHARACTERISTICS
• December = Dan “judge” • Skilled craftsman, judge
• January = Asher  “happy” • Ability to cause the land to flourish; natural resources, 

   cook, righteousness becomes foundation
• February = Naphtali “wrestling” • Creative with art, dance, beautiful words; finding supply 

   in the hidden world

CHARTTHREE...
Tribes Chart
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In Numbers 2 and 10, God gives us an order 
to how He wanted the tribes of Israel 

to follow Him through the wilderness.  In 
addition, each tribe had a specific place they 
were called to protect the tabernacle.  

There were 12 tribes just as there are 12 
months.  The twelve tribes came from the 
12 sons of Jacob.  Jacob adopted Joseph’s 
sons (Ephraim and Manasseh) into the 
family covenant blessing before he died 
which would then make 13 tribes (Gen. 48). 
However, the tribe of Levi dwelt in the center 
since they were set apart for the priesthood.  
They were also divided amongst the people 
to dwell with since they were not given any 
land of their own.  Jesus was the ultimate 
High Priest who dwells in the center, and 
as we accept Him in our hearts, He dwells 
with us in our temple (land). So, technically, 
we have 12 tribes corresponding to the 12 
months of the year that were given land to 
possess the promises of the Covenant of God.  

God has a purpose for the name given to 
each son (tribe) of Israel that corresponds 
to God’s purpose of each month (Gen. 30, 
31).  As a double witness, these tribe names 
relate to the meaning of that Hebrew month.

In the wilderness, the tribes formed a 
brigade of three on each side protecting the 
tabernacle.  Each brigade had a banner that 
represented the three tribes in that brigade.  
On the east, it was the lion.  On the south, it 
was the face of a man.  On the west, it was an 
ox, and on the north it was an eagle.  These 
banners are represented in the vision of 
Ezekiel 1 and 10, as well as Revelation 4.
God created the 4 seasons, and each side 

of the Tabernacles represents one of those 
seasons of spring, summer, autumn and fall. 

The Hebrew calendar starts in the month 
of Nisan, which is associated with the tribe 
of Judah on the east side, and begins the 
spring season.  God says in Eccl. 3:1 that to 
everything there is a season and a time for 
every purpose under heaven.  The farmer 
understands these seasons and sows and 
reaps a harvest in “due season.” 

In Genesis 8:22, God says there is: seed, 
time and harvest.  Then there is REST.  So 
these four principles of time line up with 
the four seasons and the four sides of the 
Tabernacles. 

Lastly, there are also 4 gospels in the Bible.  
ALL four give us the whole picture of the 
God’s Covenant love story for mankind as 
shown to us through Jesus and correspond 
to the symbol of the brigades formed on 
each side of the Tabernacle.  In the gospel 
of Matthew, we see Jesus as King (lion). 
Through the gospel of Luke, we see Jesus the 
man (man). Through the gospel of Mark, we 
see Jesus as servant (Ox).  And through the 
gospel of John, we see Jesus as the Son of 
God (Eagle).  

CHARTFOUR...
Tabernacles Chart
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CHAPTERFOUR...
Firstfruits Notes by Month
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The following chapter gives a brief 
summary of the meaning of each 

Hebrew month, the tribe associated with 
it, and related Biblical stories to help you 
connect to the Father’s blueprint of His 
timing and instruction concerning the 
Kingdom of God.  Because the Hebrew 
mindset is cyclical and not linear, the 
Bible stories read today are relevant both 
personally and nationally as we learn from 
the past Hebraic cycles YET go from “glory 
to glory” (2 Cor. 3:18).

These summaries only contain highlights 
of the month, and do not contain all the 
revelation found in the Word.  Keeping 
this in mind, use these highlights and 
Hebrew indicators to go on your own trail 
of discovery to hear the heart of the Lord 
of what He is speaking to you today.  More 
likely than not, it will probably mirror, 

compliment, or add to the the meaning 
found in His Hebraic Calendar. 

God uses the tribes of Israel to describe His 
blueprint of the “New Jerusalem;” where 
the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are it’s 
temple, and the “sons of light” all illuminate 
His reflection.

“And he carried me away in the Spirit to 
a great and high mountain, and showed 
me the great city, the holy Jerusalem, 
descending out of heaven from God, having 
the glory of God.  Her light was like a most 
precious stone, like a jasper stone, clear as 
crystal.  Also she had a great and high wall 
with twelve gates, and twelve angels at the 
gates, and names written on them, which 
are the names of the twelve tribes of the 
children of Israel”  (Rev. 21:10-12).
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Nisan

March-April
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NISAN (ABIB)
JUDAH

God proclaimed to Moses in Ex. 12:2 that 
His Hebrew calendar year was to begin 
with the month of Nisan. Nisan means “to 
take flight,” so it was appropriately named 
since this was the month the children of 
Israel took flight from the captivity of Egypt 
and journeyed through the Red Sea to Mt. 
Sinai.

Nisan is associated with the tribe of 
Judah. Judah means “praise.” God called for 
“PRAISE” to go first into their “flight” from 
Mt. Sinai to the Promised Land (Numbers 
10). When the trumpet was blown twice, 
signifying it was time for all the tribes 
camped around the Ark of the Covenant to 
journey on, Judah was given the leadership 
position of moving out first.  Judah was 
also the first tribe to cross the Jordan, and 
first to be allotted land in the Promised 
Land (Numbers 14.) This month is known for 
FIRSTS.

In Genesis 49:10, we read the prophetic 
destiny that Jacob spoke concerning the 
tribe of Judah in the latter days.  “The 
scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a 
lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh 
comes, and to Him shall be the obedience of 
the people.” 

Judah was destined to carry the Messianic 
rulership (scepter), which is documented 
in Matthew 1, tracing the lineage of Judah 
to Jesus.  Jesus was born out of this tribe 
when he came to earth to be our Savior, 
and He will return as our King of Kings. This 
month is significant to His “kingship” and 
stepping forward under His command to take 

“dominion.”

Judah was also responsible for making 
sure the “tablets of covenant/testimony” 
were safely passed down from generation 
to generation until Jesus came.  The “Torah 
(first 5 books of the bible) was canonized 
during the time of Ezra and Nehemiah during 
the 7th year of King Artaxerxes.  Ezra and 
Nehemiah were both a part of the House 
of Judah. When Jesus died and gave us the 
gift of the Holy Spirit, the law was then 
written on all of our hearts.  This is when the 
obedience of the people then became unto 
HIM (Jesus the King of the Tribe of Judah).

Judah had a notable flaw in his character 
that was difficult to overcome; the love of 
money.  In Genesis 37, we read the story of 
how Judah and his brothers decided to kill 
Joseph because they were jealous of their 
Father’s love and favoritism toward him.  
After conferring, they decided to throw him 
in a pit to die.  But Judah later assessed the 
situation and said, “What profit is it if we slay 
our brother, and conceal his blood?” (Gen. 
37:26).

Judah’s first interest was in making a 
profit.  He suggested to sell Joseph, and 
made a bargain with the Midianite traders 
who agreed to purchase him for twenty silver 
coins.  As time went by, the guilt weighed on 
Judah over the years, and his repentant heart 
made him respond differently to his brother 
in need. This time, instead of bargaining 
for profit, Judah pleads with Joseph for 
his younger brother Benjamin, offering to 
sacrifice his own life (Gen. 44:14-34).

Judas (Greek for Judah) Ischariot, the 
disciple who betrayed Jesus, also had this 
same weakness in his character that caused 
him to break God’s Commandments.  The 

1
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Bible reveals his greedy heart in John 12:5 
when Judas cannot understand why Mary 
poured costly fragrant oil on Jesus instead 
of selling the oil and giving it to the poor.  
The scriptures go on to say in verse 6, “This 
he (Judas) said, not that he cared for the 
poor, but because he was a thief and had the 
money box, and he used to take what was put 
in it.”

It wasn’t too long until we read about 
Judas betraying Jesus by making a bargain 
with the religious leaders for 30 silver 
coins (Mark 14:10,11). In both cases, the 
stronghold of the need for wealth was 
more powerful than family ties or intimate 
relationships. Judas, however, ends up taking 
his own life because of the guilt he bore in 
betraying Jesus.  

Jesus tells us how difficult the struggle is 
for those who have a gift to profit once 
they have accumulated wealth for self-
gain. “Assuredly I say to you that it is hard for 
a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.  
And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel 
to go through the eye of a needle than for a 
rich man to enter the kingdom of God” (Matt. 
19:23,24). 

Looking around the world today, Jews 
are some of the world’s top influencers of 
media, government, and entrepreneurship.  
Economically, they are also some of the top 
financiers and controllers of many global banks, 
including the Federal Reserve.  Like Judah, the 
desire and ability to acquire riches is an inherent 
gift and can do great good to serve the Lord and 
to advance the Kingdom of God so His vision 
can “take flight.”  But when this gift is used for 
self-gain to elevate power, lust, and control, 
it can produce harmful results that result in 
idolatry, iniquity, and oppression through 
unlawful practices of usury God commands us 
not to adopt (Lev. 25).   

There were three tribes, Judah, Issachar, 
and Zebulun, who were positioned 
around the Tabernacle on the east side to 
form a branch.  Judah’s banner of the lion 
represented this branch, and it was these 
tribes who worked together to move the 
whole army out when the Lord’s cloud by day 
and pillar of fire moved.  Judah was chosen to 
“sound the alarm.”

Starting with Nisan, we enter into the 
“Spring season” with the Lord. This season 
has a pattern of new beginnings; new seeds 
to plant, new alliances, and new battles to 
conquer in the year ahead.  Kings go to war, 
praise leads the way, and the authority of 
Judah sets the foundation.  After coming full 
circle with the finality of the winter season, 
receiving rest and revelation, we are armed 
and ready to boldly enter into the New Year 
with God’s direction and anointing to be a 
part of His plan of redemption here on the 
earth.

Nisan is also the month that honors 
God’s redemption plan as we celebrate 
the Spring Feasts of Passover, the Feast 
of Unleavened Bread,and the Feast of 
Firstfruits (Lev.23). All of God’s Feasts are 
a blueprint of how Jesus would fulfill God’s 
Covenant promises of redemption and 
reconciliation through His first and second 
coming. But in Nisan, we remember how 
Jesus fulfilled the Spring Feasts completely 
through His death and resurrection (Luke 
23,24). It isn’t until fifty days later that we 
celebrate the fulfillment of the last Spring 
Feast, Pentecost, when Jesus sent the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, writing the Law on our hearts 
and empowering us to be like Christ (Christ-
ians) (Acts 2, 11:26).  

When Jesus rose from the dead, He 
presented Himself as the “FIRSTFRUITS” 
offering unto the Father in heaven.  Judah 
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goes FIRST as Son of Man, and Son of God.  
In doing so, Jesus made a way for heaven to 
come to earth in Holiness, and for a people 
(harvest) to be presented to the Father after He 
returns.  Thankfully, He sent the Holy Spirit as a 
guarantee of His return (2 Cor. 1:22).

God gave us a key this month to individual 
intimate relationship with the Lord: 
REPENTANCE. Humbling ourselves under 
the Lord of Hosts (the one who rules over the 
armies of heaven and earth) connects and 
keeps us under HIS COVERING.  Jesus will come 
back as judge, conqueror, and king to fulfill the 
Fall Feasts through His second coming.

Through some of the Israelite Kings, such 
as Jehoshaphat, we can see the power of 
repentance and humility. Jehoshaphat 
understood complete dependence on seeking 
the Lord for His leadership. The minute he 
turned to the Lord, God gave him strategy, 
strength, and victory.

In 2 Chronicles 20, we read about 
Jehoshaphat’s humility as he seeks the Lord 
when the odds were up against his army. 
“And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself 
to seek the Lord, and proclaimed a fast 
throughout all Judah” (2 Chron. 20:3). 

God gave Jehoshaphat a strategy of winning 
the war through praise.  Jehoshaphat asked 
the worshippers to go before His army, and 
this opened heaven to help him overcome in 
time of need. “Now when they began to sing 

and to praise, the Lord set ambushes against 
the people of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, 
who had come against Judah; and they were 
defeated (2 Chron. 20:22).

The landscape of seeing the kingdom of 
heaven here on the earth will shift ahead 
through the praises of God’s people. 
This month, above all else, God wants us to 
praise Him.  PRAISE HIM as you take flight. 
PRAISE HIM as you go into battle. PRAISE HIM 
because you have been CHOSEN to rule and 
reign in Him. PRAISE HIM for “FIRSTS.”  Your 
praise will spring you forward into the New 
Year. 
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Iyar

April-May
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IYAR (ZIF)
ISSACHAR

We are entering into the Hebrew month of 
Iyar, which is translated “reflected light.” 
This month is connected to the release 
of revelation and healing of “God’s light” 
through His Son Jesus. 

“But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, 
we have fellowship with one another, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from 
all sin. (1John 1:7).

To put into perspective the timing of this 
month, it is the same 50-day period of 
transition when the children of Israel left 
Egypt and began journeying to Mount 
Sinai.  Through their travels, they were 
reintroduced to their Covenant Keeping God 
as Healer, Provider, and Deliverer.  After living 
in Egypt for such a long time, most of the 
Israelites had heard about God, but were far 
from intimately knowing the God who made 
Covenant with Father Abraham. 

God first revealed Himself during this time 
in the wilderness as Jehovah Rapha; the 
God who heals.  God cleansed the waters 
at Mara and made the bitter waters pure 
for drinking.  Next, God came to them as 
Jehovah Jireh, the Lord who provides.  He 
released “manna” or “bread from heaven” 
supernaturally which the Israelites found 
in the morning dew.   And finally, through 
the holding up of the arms of Moses during 
a battle with the Amalekites, the children 
of Israel saw Jehovah Nissi, their banner of 
victory (Ex. 15-17).

The Exodus from Egypt was a significant 
shift in departing from the oppression 
of a “worldly system” to one founded in 

God.  Trust had been cultivated in these 
worldly systems that brought forth a false 
sense of security and identity through the 
worshiping of false gods. This is evident 
through the complaining and grumbling of 
the children of Israel who were crying to go 
back to the oppression they had prayed to 
get out of.  Nevertheless, God reveals Himself 
in their moment of weakness like a groom 
courting a “bride to be.”

The disciples likewise had 50 days between 
the resurrection of Christ and the day of 
Pentecost.  Within 40 of those days, Jesus 
manifested Himself to the disciples to show 
Himself alive as Healer, the “Bread of Life,” 
and Deliverer.  Jesus met the disciples in their 
weaknesses as well; Thomas the doubter, 
Peter the rejecter, and all the disciples 
received healing after seeing a conquering 
Jesus over death (John 20). The disciples then 
had to trust in their Savior (Covenant) now 
revealed, who commanded them to stay in 
the hostile environment of Jerusalem and 
wait to be filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4). 

Prophetically speaking, we will see this 
whole transition scene play out again 
preceding the Age of Tabernacles, except 
it will happen with a multitude of nations 
(instead of 12 disciples), who are being 
“reintroduced “to their Covenant Keeping 
God.  There will come a day when Christian 
nations whom have been “oppressed” by 
the “mystery of Babylon” will be delivered 
out of the hand of the enemy because of 
repentance. Then they will be reintroduced 
to Jehovah Rapha who will heal their land (2 
Chron. 7:14). They will encounter Jehovah 
Jireh, the Word, made manifest on the earth 
to establish His Kingdom (Rev. 19:13-15). And 
they will see Jehovah Nissi, the Commander 
in Chief and His Army who defeat the enemy 
(Rev. 19:19).

2
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The similarity between the children of 
Israel in the wilderness, Jesus before he 
ascended, and the believers today before 
they meet the returning King is that ALL 
go through this transition that brings them 
to an encounter with God’s glory.  And with 
each age, the glory increased.  At Mt. Sinai, 
the glory rested upon them  (Ex. 19:18;24:16-
18). At Pentecost, a portion of the glory dwelt 
within the disciples through the Holy Spirit 
(Acts 2:4). When the Age of Tabernacles 
comes, we will experience the fullness of 
the manifestation of His glory for those who 
abide in His Covenant. (Rev.21:3).

The tribe of Issachar is associated with 
the month of Iyar. They knew the timings 
of the Lord for the nation.  As one of the 
tribes who came alongside David when he 
was anointed as King, the Bible says in 1 
Chron. 12:22-32 of Issachar, “ and the sons of 
Issachar who had understanding of the times 
to know what Israel must do.”  I believe there 
is an anointing this month to go deeper in our 
understanding of the times we are in and our 
faith in a Covenant Keeping God so we can go 
out into the world with greater authority and 
power.  

The Hebrew meaning of Issachar is 
“bringing reward.”  It comes from the root 
word “nasa” and means “to lift, to advance, 
arise, bring forth exalt or raise up.”  What 
better reward can we get than to humble 
ourselves and seek the Lord and get the 
treasures of seeing and experiencing the God 
of Covenant.

Issachar is nestled in between the tribe 
of Judah and Zebulun on the east side of 
the Tabernacle.  These three tribes formed 
a branch that the Lord chose to march out 
first when He instructed the tribes to go.  
Judah would be given the charge to praise 
and worship, but Issachar understood the 

timing with which they were to depart and 
go.  Zebulun then came alongside the two 
and had the ability to provide the supply or 
“business” of what needed to be done.

Issachar’s symbol was a humble donkey.  
He gets this symbol through Jacob 
prophesying over his tribe:  “Issachar is a 
strong ass couching between two burdens.”  
Gen. 49:14 A donkey carries the burden of 
a load from one place to another.  Issachar 
represents a strong but humble servant of 
God who fulfills the law of Christ spoken of in 
Gal. 6:2 “Bear each other’s burdens, and so 
fulfill the law of Christ.”  

Issachar is rewarded from the Lord for 
serving His people, standing in the gap and 
carrying their burden whether it be through 
prayer or practical application.  Issachar 
is spoken of as carrying two burdens:  one 
for himself and one for a “brother in need.”  
Rewards for intercession as well as carrying 
other’s burdens that the Holy Spirit is leading 
us to do is priceless and brings much joy.

As we experience, acknowledge, and 
understand that God is love and that love 
is expresses through His Covenants found 
throughout the ages, we gain a greater 
understanding of His unfailing love and His 
desire for us to be a part of His family. This 
month pray God gives you His Covenant 
mysteries so you can come closer to Him and 
then reflect His light.
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Sivan

May-June
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SIVAN
ZEBULUN

We are now entering the Hebrew month 
called “Sivan,” (meaning “glorious”)
which is linked to giving, mercy and 
alignment.  This month is a month “to do 
business with God” because He gives us His 
power and resources to make it happen, and 
is associated with the tribe of Zebulun.  

It was the tribes of Judah, Issachar, and 
Zebulun that formed the branch on the 
east side of the Tabernacles.  Whereas 
Judah brought forth praise and sounded the 
alarm for war or to move ahead, Issachar 
received the revelation and timing, and 
Zebulun brought the supply.

Moses prophesied concerning the latter 
days for Zebulun and Issachar together:  
Zebulun was said to rejoice in going out, 
while Issachar would stay in his tents.  

“They shall call the peoples to the 
mountain; there they shall offer sacrifices 
of righteousness; for they shall partake of 
the abundance of the seas and of treasures 
hidden in the sand.” (Deut. 33:18).  

Zebulun and Issachar were two tribes that 
worked together to do Kingdom business. 
While Issachar loves to stay home and 
“intercede and pray,” Zebulun found joy in 
taking the revelation and moving out with 
it. 

Zebulun was also known to profit through 
maritime trade.  One of their roles was to 
bring forth provision, so God blessed this 
tribe to fill “the storehouses.” This month is 
associated with provision: in your job, home, 
and family as God wants to give you the 

supply needed to move ahead.

When Jesus began His ministry, He went 
to the region of Zebulun fulfilling the 
prophecy of Isaiah 9, which said that the 
people who had been in darkness would see 
a great light.  HE was PROVISION.

Zebulun was a blessed and loyal tribe 
to the Lord, and one who gave the gift 
of sacrifice.  This month is linked with 
GIVING; giving sacrifice, gifts, and time to 
the Lord.

It was this same third month of the Hebrew 
year when the children of Israel arrived 
at Mt. Sinai and were asked by God to 
become “His Bride.”  God reveals Himself 
through thunder, lightning, and His glory, 
and began sharing His “oral covenant” (Ex. 
19).  The anniversary date of this proposal 
would be known as the Feast of Pentecost.

The month of Sivan starts off doing 
business with God intimately with a 
marriage ceremony. The giving of the 
Tablets of Covenant, and the willingness of 
God’s people to say “YES” to God to be their 
Lord was one of the greatest transactions 
in history.  It gave us the blueprint for when 
Jesus would perfect God’s Covenant plan 
with His Bride.
 
In the New Testament, we see how after 
Jesus died during Passover and was 
resurrected from the dead, he visited the 
disciples for 40 days.  The Lord directed the 
disciples to wait in the Upper Room for the 
Holy Spirit (Acts 2).  On the Day of Pentecost, 
the Holy Spirit came down as tongues of 
FIRE upon their heads.  

God’s timing is always perfect.  Even as 
God came down as fire upon Mt. Sinai with 
Moses, so now the Holy Spirit came as a 
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fire upon the disciples. The difference was 
that the fire was no longer external as in the 
days of Moses, but internal. This shows a 
difference now concerning the temple that 
God would inhabit. 

“Do you not know that you are the temple 
of God and that the Spirit of God dwell in 
you?” (1 Cor. 3:16) 

It is no coincidence that Zebulun means 
“habitation or dwelling.”  The indwelling of 
His presence now through the gift of the Holy 
Spirit is the hope (down payment) we have 
for when the earth will be filled with His glory 
in the Age of Tabernacles.

Sivan is the third month of the Hebrew 
calendar, which is the number associated 
with the completeness of our Lord as 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Jesus took 
three disciples with Him to the Garden of 
Gethsemane and prayed three times. During 
this time of great distress, He cried out to 
the Father, “Take this cup away from Me; 
nevertheless, not what I will but what You 
will” (Mark 14:36).   After the third time 
praying and surrendering all, Jesus was ready 
to die for our sins and trust the Father to use 
Him to create a way to redeem mankind. 
Jesus was placed on the cross on the third 
hour (9a.m.).  At 3p.m., He died.  There 
was three hours of darkness while He was 
suffering on the cross.

Three is a number symbolic of resurrection 
life as we know that it took three days and 
three nights before Jesus rose from the 
dead.  It was after His resurrection that the 
disciples were given the resources and ability 
to go “build His church.” The deposit of the 
Holy Spirit gave them the ability to “dwell” in 
His presence and gain access to His power to 
go.

God’s business is always centered on 
honoring His Covenant for a people He has 
chosen. His mercy covers our mistakes, and 
His grace is sufficient for our weaknesses. 
Pentecost is a time of receiving His 
outpouring of grace, mercy, and power so we 
can align with heaven and go do “business” 
for the Lord in establishing His Kingdom here 
on earth. 
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Tammuz

June-July
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TAMMUZ
RUEBEN

We are now entering the fourth month in 
the Hebrew calendar known as Tammuz, 
otherwise known as the “hidden month 
of great sin.”  Tammuz is known for this 
because of the repetitive failure of the 
children of Israel throughout Old Testament 
history to trust the Lord at His Word, which 
led to idolatry.  As much as this sounds like 
a negative, God always turns things around 
for His good, and it is His heart to reveal 
anything hidden that separates us from our 
relationship with Him. 

It was during the month of Tammuz that 
the children of Israel became impatient 
waiting for Moses to come back with the 
written Tablets of Covenant (Ex. 32:1).  
Believing Moses was delayed, the children 
of Israel lost faith in the Lord and Moses, 
and decided to create a god in the form of a 
golden calf.  

Aaron unfortunately did not stop this 
suggestion, so when Moses returned with 
the Ten Commandments, the children of 
Israel had already set up their idol worship.  
If it wasn’t for Moses interceding for the 
people, God would have “cut them off” of 
Covenant.

The focus of our spiritual and natural eyes 
is so important as they can lead us toward 
or away from the promises of God. The 
twelve spies went into the Promised Land 
during the month of Tammuz.   All the 
spies saw the same things, but Joshua and 
Caleb SAW the land through God’s promise.  
While their eyes led them to an action plan 
to advance, the others could saw retreat and 
hopelessness  (Numbers 13, 14).

Joshua’s ability to believe God at His 
Word in the midst of opposition made 
him a great military leader later on.  In a 
pivotal battle that shifted the Israelites into 
a position to conqueror the land of Canaan, 
Joshua had to face five of the greatest 
Canaanite kings who had teamed up to war 
against the children of Israel. 

In Chapter 10 of Joshua, we read the account 
of this battle that happened during the 
month of Tammuz, and how Joshua was 
outnumbered.  Joshua could have SEEN the 
situation in the natural and lost hope. But 
God said in verse 8, “Do not fear them, for I 
have delivered them into your hand; not a 
man of them shall stand before you.”  

Joshua had courage, and watched the Lord 
send hailstones from heaven.  Then Joshua 
prayed to God to make the sun stand still so 
they could finish the battle. God intervened 
and helped Joshua gain the victory over the 
enemy.  When the wartime was over, Joshua 
had defeated 31 kings. Through Joshua 
we also see this month reflects a heart of 
courage and loyalty to the Lord, which brings 
a great reward.

The month of Tammuz is also linked to 
the tribe of Reuben, whose name means, 
“see, a son.”  Reuben was Jacob’s first born, 
and the one who would be the inheritor of 
the birthright of Israel.   Unfortunately, in a 
moment of “weakness,” he lusted after his 
father’s concubine and lost that blessing 
(1Chronicles 5:1).  

Reuben had great courage, but little 
moral strength at times.  It was through 
his shortcomings though that Reuben’s 
character grew because he chose humility 
time after time, and kept his heart from 
becoming bitter. This quality made 
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Reuben special.  When focused in God’s 
righteousness, Reuben was one who loved 
well and had a beautiful heart of compassion.  
This is why Jacob prophesied in Gen. 48:3-4:

“Reuben, you are my firstborn, my might and 
the beginning of my strength.  The excellency 
of dignity and the excellency of power.  
Unstable as water, you shall not excel, 
because you went up to your father’s bed; 
then you defiled it-He went up to my couch.”

Reuben never held bitterness, even to his 
brother, Joseph, who inherited his firstborn 
inheritance.  Reuben even had compassion 
for Joseph to save his life when his other 
brothers wanted to put him to death (Genesis 
37:21,22).  It was also Reuben who pledged 
his life and the life of his sons when Jacob 
was unwilling to let Benjamin go down into 
Egypt, so we see his tender conscience is a 
quality to be admired.

Every time Reuben disobeyed the will 
of God, there seemed to be severe 
consequences.  God does not let Reuben get 
away with his sin.  In Numbers 16, the men of 
Korah and the sons of Reuben went against 
Moses and rebelled against his leadership. 
Losing the firstborn status was huge for 
Reuben, but in this instance, the Lord 
caused the ground to split and swallow 
them up.  Reuben teaches us a lesson how 
not to accomplish God’s plan our OWN WAY.  
This is nothing but pride and rebellion, which 
is the same as witchcraft.  (1 Sam. 15:23)

What we learn from Reuben is pivotal in 
our walk with the Lord.  Our weaknesses will 
come up before us in a moment of testing 
just like the examples of the children of Israel 
and the golden calf, Joshua, and Reuben.  If 
we humble ourselves and wait on the Lord, 
we will find strength in His Word and walk 
under His command.  If we try to hide our 

weakness by doing something to cover it up, 
or taking things into our own hands, we find 
ourselves in sin and consequences.  

Around the Tabernacle, Reuben led the 
brigade joined with Simeon and Gad on 
the southern side.  These three tribes were 
known as the warriors, although Reuben did 
not like to war at times.  This also got Reuben 
in trouble because God anointed his tribe for 
wartime.  Moses recognizes his weakness and 
calls it out:

“Shall your brethren go to war while you sit 
here?  Now why will you discourage the heart 
of the children of Israel from going over into 
the land which the Lord has given them?” 
(Numbers 32:6,7)

Moses warns the Reubenites that if they 
don’t go to battle, they would be judged. 
“Be sure your sin will find you out” (Numbers 
32:23).  The Reubenites knew this to be 
true, and they followed their leader.  In this 
instance, humility guides their decision, and 
they go to battle.  God blesses them with 
great riches from the battle.

When the Reubenites were under the 
authority of a righteous king, they rose to be 
noble and full of dignity.  (1 Chron. 26: 31,32). 
But left to themselves, they strayed from 
wise choices that always resulted in major 
consequences.

Reuben had a heart to love the Lord.  When 
the Reubenites got back from fighting the 
giants and mighty armies in the land of 
Canaan under Joshua’s leadership, they 
brought sacrifices to the Lord.  But not 
long afterwards, they turn around and made 
another bad decision.  In their moment of 
rejoicing, the Reubenites decide impulsively 
to build a great altar to the Lord (Joshua 22).  
This went against God’s law, and the children 
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of Israel rose up to fight against Reuben.  
Reuben came up with a great excuse. God 
did not authorize this memorial as a place of 
worship.  Again, we see the unstable quality 
of Reuben that God wants to redeem.

Reuben, Simeon, and Gad held the high 
banner of man which was Reuben’s banner.  
This is not a coincidence as these three tribes 
were tested and known for their human 
strength and weakness.  In God’s redemption 
plan, we can all be the Reuben’s that loved 
well and are mighty in the Lord’s strength.

The body of Christ has entered into a 
season of war.  But this war is one to hold 
onto His promises and not be moved by what 
we see. Our character is being tested.  We 
must be armed with God’s truth and have 
faith to trust that God has our victory in His 
hand.  We must take time to get strategy 
and then fight with courage the good fight 
of faith.   “If you can believe, all things are 
possible to him who believes.” Mark 9:23  

This month is a great month to “WORK 
the WORD,” no matter what you see.  That 
means to read, speak, and believe God’s Word 
until you KNOW in your heart what God says 
is truth.  This is true “son ship,” which was the 
essence of Reuben’s name and the purpose of 
his destiny.  In God’s redemption plan, we can 
all take on the good qualities of Reuben and 
see great reward.
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Av

July-August
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AV (AB)
SIMEON

We are entering into the fifth month of the 
Hebrew calendar known as “Av,” which 
root is translated “to will or to desire.” AV 
is literally translated as “God as father.” It is 
linked with the tribe of Simeon, whose name 
means “to hear and obey.” If you put all those 
Hebrew clues together, this month has the 
significance of “hearing and obeying the will/
desire of the Father.”

The summer months are tied to seeing, 
listening, and then obeying, which produces 
a unified troop armed for the Lord. Last 
month the focus was on sight. This month it 
is on hearing. If Satan can get our vision and 
our hearing impaired from what God has said, 
he has us hooked and we will probably find 
ourselves “out of the loop of His troop.”

Last month, the significance of the story 
of the twelve spies who went out was that 
they SAW all the giants. 40 days later, they 
returned to the people of Israel who HEARD 
two reports (Numbers 13,14). 10 spies shared 
all the problems and obstacles they SAW. 2 
shared the promise God had given them. On 
the 9th of AV, the people decided to choose 
the negative report they HEARD and to 
not believe what God had shared about the 
Promised Land.

“So all the congregation lifted up their voices 
and cried, and the people wept that night. 
And all the children of Israel complained 
against Moses and Aaron, and the whole 
congregation said to them, ‘If only we had 
died in the land of Egypt. Or if only we had 
died in this wilderness.” (Numbers 14:1,2).

In their unbelief, the children of Israel 

proceeded to make bad decisions that 
led to severe consequences because of 
what they chose to HEAR. First, they 
complained and cried. Then they had the 
idea to dethrone Moses as their leader, “Let us 
select a leader and return to Egypt.” Finally, 
when hearing Joshua speaking the truth about 
God’s promise, they came up with the idea of 
stoning Joshua. None of these actions were 
pleasing to God (Numbers 14:4-10).

If it was not for Moses and Aaron 
interceding for the children of Israel despite 
their plot to dethrone their leader, the 
children of Israel could have been wiped 
out because of God’s anger. Nevertheless, it 
did not stop God’s judgment. None of them 
were able to go into the Promised Land, and 
all those spies who brought the wrong report 
died of a plague.

When God speaks, it is important we 
listen. Our disobedience can affect a whole 
community. However, our obedience can 
bring us (and others) into the “Promised 
Land.”

It is recorded in history that the 9th of Av 
has continued to be a day of judgment. 
IN 587 BC, the armies of Babylon destroyed 
Solomon’s temple. In 70 AD, the Romans 
destroyed the 2nd temple. In 135 AD, the 
Romans defeated the Jews. In 1095 AD, the 
1st crusade was launched, killing thousands 
of Jews. In 1290 AD, the Jews were expelled 
from England. In 1492 AD, the Jews were 
expelled from Spain. In 1942 AD, the Jews 
were deported from Warsaw ghetto to the 
death camps. In 2005, the Jews were removed 
from Gaza.

The 9th of AV incidences are NO coincidence. 
Cyclically, this month has marked the release 
of  God’s judgement. This cycle started when 
the children of Israel said after the spies 
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report, “The enemy is too strong of us. We 
will die.” Through their unbelief, they put 
themselves under a curse.

When the Jews rejected Jesus, they were 
essentially cutting themselves off from 
their covenant with God, and removing 
themselves out from under the covering of 
the Father.  According to the laws written in 
Leviticus 17 and Deuteronomy 28, the Jews 
refusal to accept Jesus as their Lord and King 
left them subject to the judgments of the 
laws they breached.  Without the atonement 
of the blood of Christ, those who refuse 
Christ are then under the debt of the law.  
Perhaps the generational sin of unbelief, and 
refusal to accept Christ as the son of God 
who came in the flesh, has left an unresolved 
cyclical pattern of judgments released in Av. 
But the Bible says, “I will give You (Jesus) as a 
covenant to the people” (Is. 42:6).

Simeon, the tribe associated with this 
month, was one of two tribes that Jacob 
cursed in his final prophetic blessing to 
his sons. This was because Simeon and Levi 
decided to murder the men of Shechem for 
the rape of their sister Dinah. This vengeance 
was evil, and Jacob called them on it:

“Simeon and Levi are brothers; instruments 
of cruelty are in their dwelling place. Let not 
my soul enter their council; let not my honor 
be united to their assembly; for in their anger 
they slew a man, and in their self will they 
hamstrung an ox; cursed be their anger for 
it is fierce; and their wrath, for it is cruel. I 
will divide them in Jacob and scatter them in 
Israel.” Gen. 49:5-7

Simeon was made to be a warrior and 
one called as a weapon of justice in the 
hand of God. But when his own hand ruled 
Simeon, as he did so in Shechem, his passion 
and temper produced a work of destruction 

against God rather than for God.   This can be 
true for all of us. We can think we are going 
to help God out by executing justice out of 
a “righteous anger.” But when we do that, 
our character is one that kills, steals, and 
destroys in the name of righteousness, and 
we appear and act like sons of the enemy of 
God.

Av is a month that presents to us a choice 
to hear God’s word and have faith and 
believe in the promises of God. It is also a 
month to remind us to keep our passions 
under His command by taking the time 
to HEAR what God has to say about the 
matter. We are not under the curse any 
longer.

Today, we are seeing and hearing a lot going 
on in this world. But what is God saying? 
Can we see all that is going on through His 
eyes? I encourage all of you to take time to 
do some listening prayer this month. God 
has a lot to tell us IF we stop and listen. Our 
history proves this month to be a month 
that the children of Israel heard the wrong 
voice because of what that they saw. So, 
guard your ears and declare His Word out 
loud so your ears hear what God is saying. 
And expect this month to ENTER in to the 
Promises and celebrate His goodness as God 
had intended.
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Elul

August-September
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ELUL
GAD

We are entering into the sixth Hebrew 
month known as ELUL, which is linked to 
the tribe of GAD. Gad was the seventh son 
of Jacob and his name primarily means a 
“troop.” However, GAD can be translated as 
well as: good fortune, to attack, to overcome, 
to invade, and to gather together.  

This is the final month of the summer 
season, and one that reminds us of the 
“good fortune” that comes when God’s 
people choose to gather together in a heart 
of humility, repentance, and forgiveness. 

ELUL translates to a month that God wants to 
meet us intimately right where we are, even in 
the midst of struggle, and “hang with us.” 

This is pictured through the ministry of Jesus 
here on the earth: “The Word became flesh 
and made his dwelling among us” John 1:14.  
Today, it is pictured through the gatherings of 
God’s people dwelling together in unity and 
manifesting His power.

The word “dwelling” is actually the word for 
“tent” or “tabernacle.” Jesus left His throne 
to come and “tabernacle” among us for 33 
years.  Then He gave us the gift of the Holy 
Spirit who “dwells” within us. 

Historically, the last two months of the 
Hebrew calendar before ELUL are tragic in 
the days of Moses.  The children of Israel had 
built the golden calf, and when Moses returns 
to see them all worshipping idols, he breaks 
the tablets of Covenant.  Moses called out, 
“Whoever is on the Lord’s side-come to me.”  

Ex. 32:26 Those who came were then 
given instruction to kill everyone else 
left, totaling 3,000 people.  

Afterwards, Moses instructed the remaining 
people to consecrate themselves while he 
went to ask God to pardon them for their 
sin.  The Lord still plagued the people, as their 
“stiff-necked” demeanor was being chastised 
and their idols thrown away. After many days 
of continual prayers, God answered Moses’ 
plea.

On the first day of ELUL, Moses went back 
up to Mount Sinai to get the second tablets 
of covenant.  It was during this month that 
the children of Israel gathered together 
and prepared their hearts in humility.  They 
understood it was the mercy of God that had 
given them a second chance. 

Today, this month is symbolic of the body of 
Christ getting their hearts ready individually 
and corporately with an atmosphere of 
humility and thanksgiving for God’s mercy 
as we await for Jesus to return as King.  

The tribe of GAD was known to be great 
warriors and taking the lead line in the 
battlefield. 1 Chronicles 12:8 says, “Some 
Gadites joined David at the stronghold in the 
wilderness, MIGHTY MEN OF VALOR, MEN 
TRAINED FOR BATTLE, who could handle 
shield and spear, whose faces were like the 
faces of lions, and were as swift as gazelles on 
the mountains.”

The Gadites were effective when they joined 
the king’s forces and came under their 
authority and purpose. The Lord today is 
training us to be His mighty army as we learn 
to come under His command and defeat the 
enemy.

6
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Before Moses died, he prophesied over the 
tribe of Gad.  “..he (Gad) administered the 
justice of the Lord, and His judgments with 
Israel”  Deut. 33:21.

The great prophet, Elijah, was from the 
tribe of Gad. His life illustrates how one 
man can take down the enemies of the 
camp with the “sword/word”.  The story of 
Elijah confronting the false prophets of Baal 
really capture the essence of Gad’s strength 
as well as the Father’s heart of giving his 
people an opportunity to repent and forgive 
before judgment comes.

In 1 Kings18:18, King Ahab accuses Elijah 
of being a “troubler of Israel.” Elijah boldly 
answers, “I have not troubled Israel, but you 
and your father’s house have, in that you 
have forsaken the commandments of the 
Lord and have followed after Baals.” It was 
after this encounter that Elijah challenged 
King Ahab to bring all the false prophets to 
Mount Carmel. Ahab takes on the challenge, 
and brings the children of Israel as well.

God then uses Elijah to draw a line in the 
sand between righteousness and justice, 
giving the children of Israel the opportunity 
to humble themselves and escape God’s 
judgment. In verse 21, Elijah speaks to the 
people, “How long with you falter between 
two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow Him; 
but if Baal, follow him.” Unfortunately, God’s 
people did not respond to this call.

Elijah then challenges the false prophets to 
a sacrifice dual. “Then you call on the name 
of your gods, and I will call on the name of the 
Lord; and the God who answers by fire, He is 
God.” 1 Kings 18:24 Elijah eventually calls on 
the Lord after the false prophets fail the task. 
The Lord consumes the sacrifice with fire, and 

then has all the false prophets executed.
This is the same cry of God’s heart even 
today: HOW LONG WILL YOU FALTER 
BETWEEN TWO OPINIONS? God wants 
to see the gift of Gad rise up in all of us and 
confront the enemy, but more importantly, 
he wants us to have ears to hear His rebuke 
so we can repent before judgment comes.

After Elijah’s huge victory over the enemy, 
we find him alone in the wilderness, fleeing 
in fear for his life after Queen Jezebel 
threatens to kill him.  This was right after 
he was used by God to call down the fire 
of judgment on the false prophets.  This 
hidden fear in Elijah was exposed when he 
SAW Jezebel and HEARD her threat.  All of 
the sudden, God became small compared to 
Jezebel’s threat to kill him.

Let’s look back at the Word that was given 
to Gad to understand Elijah’s weakness.  
Genesis 49:19 prophecies of GAD in the latter 
days: “Gad, a troop shall tramp upon him, 
BUT he shall triumph at last.” 

This latter day prophecy of Jacob over his 
son Gad used the word “troop” to describe 
Gad’s enemy. This indicates that Gad’s 
greatest enemy can be himself because 
“a troop” is what Gad’s name means.  The 
enemy can work on the soul of Gad to defeat 
himself, even though he is known as a great 
warrior.  This happened even to the great 
prophet Elijah.  How many Christians today 
are defeated by fears instead of the fear of 
the Lord?  

BUT, God came to Elijah in a still small 
voice, meeting him intimately in his 
weakness. As God spoke, Elijah gathered 
strength, humility, and the instruction of 
moving forward with God’s plan.  This is the 
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heart of ELUL, and the heart that is ready to 
meet the King. 

“In mercy and truth atonement is provided 
for iniquity; and by the fear of the Lord one 
departs from evil.” Proverbs 16:6.

This month may your prayers and expectations 
be for God to visit you intimately and make 
Himself known to you in a way that shows you 
He is concerned about every detail of your life 
as  a loving Father would.
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Tishrei

September-October
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TISHREI(ETHANIM)
EPHRAIM

We are entering the seventh month of 
the Hebrew calendar known as “Tishrei.” 
Tishrei is the first of the three months 
of the autumn season that produces a 
harvest. “Tishrei” means “reflected light” 
and reveals God’s heart for His Bride who 
would be a “reflection of His light.”

It is believed that Adam was created in 
the month of Tishrei. The heart of God in 
creating man was given in His Covenant: “Be 
fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue 
it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
over the birds of the air, and over every living 
thing that moves on the earth” (Gen. 1:28). 

It is evident God’s desire from the beginning 
was to create man for “sonship” with Him to 
take dominion of the earth and multiply His 
goodness. This is a month set aside to reflect 
His glory seen through nations that are in 
covenant with Him.

Jesus, the “last Adam who became a life 
giving spirit” (1 Cor. 15:45) was born as 
the Son of man on the Feast of Trumpets, 
which marks the first day of the month 
of Tishrei. Jesus will return as King during 
this same month to restore the Covenant 
Birthright (His name, dominion, blessings, 
land, and possessing the gates of the enemy) 
back to a people in “sonship” with Him. (1 
Cor 15:45-58; Gen. 28). How can I say that 
so confidently? Because Jesus will Himself 
fulfill the pattern established through the Fall 
Feasts at His second coming, just as He did 
at His first coming through the Spring Feasts. 
These Feasts reveal the blueprint of God’s 
plan of redemption. 

Jesus spoke in Matt. 25:13, “Be on the 
alert then, for you do not know the 
day nor the hour.” This scripture has 
led people to believe we will never know 
when Jesus is coming back, but in actuality, 
the Feasts reveal the month.  The day and 
hour were unknown to the Hebrews back 
in biblical days because they relied on the 
priests to spot the new moon to sound the 
alarm, and some days the weather prevented 
them from seeing. The new moon was never 
on the same day each month as well, so Jesus 
was telling us to be in a state of READINESS 
and have ears to hear.

This month is associated with the tribe 
of Ephraim, the youngest son of Joseph. 
Ephraim means; “Be fruitful and multiply.” 
Ephraim was born during Joseph’s reign 
as Pharaoh’s “governor.” At the time of his 
birth, Joseph was enjoying God’s redemption 
and great blessing after having suffered as a 
slave and a prisoner of Pharaoh’s. Therefore, 
Joseph said when he named Ephraim: “For 
God has caused me to be fruitful in the land 
of my affliction” (Gen.41:52).

When Jacob was nearing his death, 
Joseph visited his dad with his two sons 
Ephraim and Manasseh. When Jacob saw 
them, he was strengthened by the Lord and 
prophesied over the boys that they would 
be grafted in to the Abrahamic Covenantal 
inheritance along with his own 12 sons (Gen. 
48).

Remarkably, God gave Joseph’s sons a 
double portion of blessings that came 
through the Abrahamic Covenant for the 
latter days, along with the ownership of 
the birthright. Even though Ephraim was 
the younger one, he was given the firstborn 
blessings instead of his brother Manasseh. 
“He shall be greater than he (his older 
brother Manasseh), and his descendants shall 
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become a multitude of nations.” (Genesis 
48:19). God chose Ephraim and Manasseh to 
be a “reflected light” to the four corners of the 
earth in the latter days. Historically, England 
and America have been fulfilling those 
national prophetic words.

The prophetic blessing given to Joseph 
(which would now go to his two sons) was 
the crowning best. “Joseph is a fruitful 
bough, a fruitful bough by a well; His 
branches run over the wall.” In Genesis 
49:22-26 and Deut. 33:13-17, God declares 
that the sons of Joseph would have hidden 
resources and rich heritage with God’s favor 
and blessing upon the land given with rain 
and produce. In addition, these two tribes 
would push the peoples to the ends of the 
earth. Joseph’s obedience to “walk with God” 
throughout all his hardships ends up paying 
off with great blessings for his sons.

Later in history, Joshua was raised up to be 
a great leader who was from the tribe of 
Ephraim. Because of his complete obedience 
to the Lord, God prospered everything he did. 
He is the one leader we read in the Bible who 
defeated every enemy and took possession 
of all the land. Obedience to the Lord without 
compromise is Ephraim’s key to seeing the 
great harvest of blessings.

The month of Tishrei is God’s timing to 
complete/fulfill the Covenant He established 
with Abraham with the return of Jesus to 
the earth along with His Saints in “son 
ship” (Rev. 4,5). Even though it is a time of 
great celebration for those who are walking 
in faith and obedience with God, it is also a 
time of judgment for those Christians who are 
“lukewarm.”

“I know your works, that you are neither hot 
nor cold. I could wish you were cold or hot. 
So then, because you are lukewarm, and 

neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My 
mouth.” (Rev. 3:15,16).

God’s appointed three of the seven feasts 
known as the Fall Feasts to be celebrated in 
this month. Jesus fulfilled the first four feast’s 
covenantal purpose of salvation, redemption, 
and provision through His death, resurrection, 
and sending us the gift of the Holy Spirit.
The last three feasts, Jesus will fulfill upon 
His return in the month of Tishrei as judge, 
conqueror and King.

Tishrei is special because it is the only 
month that a Feast is appointed on 
“Firstfruits” which is called the Feast of 
Trumpets. When the Feast of Trumpets 
arrives each year on the first day of Tishrei 
with the witness of the new moon, there is 
a “blowing of His trumpet” to signify God’s 
harvest season has begun (Lev. 23:24).

The meaning as it relates to Jesus coming as 
King is that the shofar is blown as the “final 
trump” or warning before the Lord returns. A 
sign of this final trump will be that the dead 
in Christ (those chosen as His “Firstfruits” 
remnant) will rise from the graves. (1 
Thes.5:14-17).

“For the Lord Himself will descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of an 
archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And 
the dead in Christ will rise FIRST” (1 Thes. 
4:16).  This is the first resurrection. The Bible 
talks about TWO resurrections and makes a 
distinction in Rev. 20 as the first resurrection 
is ONLY believers, and does not say ALL 
believers. The second resurrection does not 
happen until THE END of the Millennium 
reign.

“…and they came to life and reigned with 
Christ for a thousand years. The rest of the 
dead did not come to life until the thousand 
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years were completed. This is the FIRST 
resurrection” (Rev. 20:4-6).

“...These are the ones who follow the Lamb 
wherever He Goes. These were redeemed 
from among men, being “Firstfruits” to God 
and to the Lamb” (Rev. 14:4).

The Feast of Trumpets sounds off the 
harvest season as well. The blessing we 
receive from God when we understand the 
meaning of the Feast of Trumpets, also 
known as “Yom Teruah” and the blowing 
of the trumpet (shofar) is found in Psalm 
89:15, as it is written, “How blessed are the 
people who know the joyful sound [blast 
of the shofar]…” The shofar is the physical 
instrument that God instructed us to use 
to hear the sound to awake from spiritual 
slumber (1 Corinthians 15:46).

When it is God’s time to put into action 
His finale with the return of Jesus, those 
in Covenant with Him will recognize 
the sound of the trumpet. There will be 
significant events in the world that will 
signify the leading up to this trumpet and for 
those who have been practicing this dress 
rehearsal, the signs will be evident of God’s 
coming judgment of the nations and the Age 
of Tabernacles.

God has always had a heart to warn His 
people before He proclaims judgment. 
God warned the people before the Flood 
of Noah’s days. He warned Nineveh before 
it was to be ruined as well. The Ninevites 
repented, and it changed the outcome of 
judgment for them. 

God does not want anyone experience His 
judgment, which is why He extends mercy 
(Zephaniah 2:1-3; 33:1-7; 2 Peter 3:9). All 
judgment from God is purposed to chastise 
our sinful nature and to transform us into 

His righteousness.  God is warning us today, 
through world events that are lining up with 
the prophetic word (including the Blood 
Moons falling on Feast Days consecutively), 
that we need to be ready for His return.  The 
Lord will bring correction FIRST to the body 
of Christ.  Then He will deal with the nations 
that come against His people.

We are seeing that heaven and earth are 
coming together for this Millennial shift, 
and it will not be the end of the world as 
some people think. Jesus is coming to reign 
here, so the world will NOT be destroyed. He 
is coming and all the earth shall be filled with 
His glory (Numbers 14:21).

Joel 2:15-19 lays the blueprint of the fall 
feasts: “Blow the trumpet in Zion, Consecrate 
a fast, call a sacred assembly; Gather the 
people, Sanctify the congregation, Assemble 
the elders, Gather the children and nursing 
babies; Let the bridegroom go out from his 
chamber, and the bride from her dressing 
room. Let the priests, who minister to the 
Lord, Weep between the porch and the altar; 
Let them say, “Spare Your people, O Lord, and 
do not give Your heritage to reproach, that the 
nations should rule over them. Why should 
they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their 
God?’”

Then the Lord will be zealous for His land, 
and pity His people. The Lord will answer and 
say to His people, ”Behold, I will send you 
grain and new wine and oil, and you will be 
satisfied by them; I will no longer make you a 
reproach among the nations.”

Joel 2 gives us the blueprint of the main 
purposes of the three Fall Feasts; blow 
the trumpet (Feast of Trumpets), fast 
and repent for those Christians who lack 
faith and obedience to the Lord (Day of 
Atonement), and celebrate dwelling in the 
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fullness of His glory (Feast of Tabernacles).

Until the actual year God chooses to blow 
the trumpet for the real deal, we are called 
to continue these “dress rehearsals” to get 
ready. The trumpet sounds the warning for us 
to examine our heart… Are you ready for His 
return? Is our nation ready for His return? He is 
coming back to judge the nations and for the 
great harvest of souls.

When Jesus looks at the gifts and talents 
that had been distributed to each of us 
individually, will He find us using them for 
His glory? This question leads then into the 
corporate calling: Are the gifts and talents 
of God’s people working together in unity to 
bring glory and honor to His name so that the 
world can see He is the only True God? Are we 
a people who are “bondservants” of Christ, 
willing to surrender all to take up the cross?

Finally, the big question arises: Is this 
nation in which we live fulfilling its covenant 
plan and giving of its gifts and talents to 
serve the nations to honor and glorify Him 
by abiding in His ways? The nations will be 
judged, and only as believers unite in Him can 
we fulfill that call of one nation under God. 
God’s people have to be linked together to see 
this come to pass. This is why God is raising up 
a remnant to equip and unify His army for the 
days ahead. And this remnant is going to arise 
and be seen.  

“If My people who are called by My name will 
humble themselves and pray and seek My 
face, and turn from their wicked ways, THEN 
I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their 
sin and heal their land” (2 Chron. 7:14).
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Cheshvan

October-November
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CHESHVAN 
(BUL)
MANASSEH

We are entering into the eighth month of 
the Hebrew Calendar known as the month 
of “Cheshvan” (Ram). Eight is the number 
for new beginnings, and perfectly describes 
the events associated with this month in 
biblical history.

Cheshvan’s name stems from the word 
“flood.” During the days of Noah, the 
flood began on the 17th of Cheshvan and 
ended the following year on the 27th of 
Cheshvan. Although Cheshvan marked the 
execution of God’s judgment and hardship, 
it was also a significant month of new doors 
opening to a shifted landscape.  When 
Noah opened up the door and left the ark, 
he began the same covenant mission of 
multiplying and fulfilling the earth in a world 
that was completely different.

This month is also associated with the 
tribe of Manasseh; which was one of sons 
of Joseph. Joseph’s sons were grafted in to 
Jacob/Israel’s Covenant blessing. “Bless the 
lads; Let my name be named upon them. And 
the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; 
and let them grow into a multitude in the 
midst of the earth.” (Gen. 48:16)

Manasseh means, “one who makes to 
forget, one who forgets the toil.” The 
character of Manasseh was to forgive and 
not carry a grudge. The forgiving nature 
gave Manasseh the ability to fulfill their 
calling. This tribe shows us the character 
of forgiveness to the point of forgetting 
the wrong, and it is this character trait that 
brings healing to the nations.

The prophetic blessing given to Joseph 
(which would now go to his two sons 
Manasseh and Ephraim) was the 
crowning best. “Joseph is a fruitful bough, 
a fruitful bough by a well; His branches run 
over the wall.” In Genesis 49:22-26 and Deut. 
33:13-17, God declares that the sons of Joseph 
will have hidden resources, rich heritage with 
God’s favor and blessing upon the land given 
with rain and produce. In addition, these two 
tribes would push the covenant peoples to 
the ends of the earth.

In studying Manasseh, there was a pivotal 
time in their history in which there were 
no men to carry on the inheritance of 
the tribe according to the laws that had 
been set forth (Numbers 27:1-11). But there 
were five single women of Manasseh who 
dared to believe God for a new thing. They 
petitioned to Moses to take possession of 
their inheritance so that their tribe would not 
be wiped out or their inheritance lost.

Moses took their request to the Lord, 
and the Lord made an amendment to the 
law and granted their request. I think this 
story is so relevant that is tied to women 
stepping through doors of leadership like 
“Deborah.” Women sometimes need to fight 
for their portion of the inheritance given 
to them by the King that is challenged by 
culture and tradition. They will be granted 
access to places the “law” wouldn’t let them 
go to before. Women will find their biggest 
battle will be in breaking through religious 
traditions.

In the Old Testament, we read one hero 
from the Tribe of Manasseh named Gideon, 
a “mighty man of valor. (Judges 6:12.) At the 
time He is “chosen” by God to do a mighty 
work, He was threshing wheat to hide from 
the Midianites who were impoverishing 
and oppressing the Israelites who were 
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destroying their produce and livestock.

The Angel of Lord appeared to him. Gideon 
asked, “Why are all these things happening 
to the children of Israel?” He was wondering 
where the signs and wonders were of the 
days of His ancestors who God delivered 
from the Egyptian slavery. And the Lord said 
to Gideon, “Go in this might of yours, and 
you shall save Israel from the hand of the 
Midianites. Have I not sent you?” (Judges 
6:14)

Gideon didn’t believe God had the right 
guy, because the odds were against him 
and he didn’t “appear” to be the best 
candidate. (Even today, some of us can 
believe we disqualify to do God’s work 
because we aren’t “schooled” to share God’s 
message or are equipped to minister). ”O my 
Lord, how can I save Israel? Indeed my clan is 
the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least 
in my father’s house.”

But the Lord replied, “Surely I will be with 
you, and you shall defeat the Midianites as 
one man.”

God is calling the Gideon’s of today to 
stand in His strength, not their own. He 
has chosen the Gideon’s to move forward in 
their gift and talent in His righteousness so 
that this nation can see His truth and glory; 
placing people in government, business, 
education, finances, arts, etc. who He has 
prepared for such a time as this.

When God finally convinced Gideon He was 
chosen, Gideon did the logical thing and 
gathered as many resources as he could 
to fight the Midianites. The Lord instructed 
Gideon that he had too many resources…
too many soldiers to go to battle. This was 
key to God’s strategy in turning the hearts of 
His people toward Him. The children of Israel 

needed to see His sovereignty to cut to their 
heart and depend on the resources “flooding” 
forth supernaturally. When the Lord flooded 
the earth, there was a great death. 

This is the latter day “flood” that will produce 
life instead of death; giving us the Holy 
Spirit to empower or flood God’s people. 
Death needs to happen in order to see 
God’s resurrection power. Even before the 
children of Israel were getting close to the 
time when the Lord would finally take them 
out of the wilderness and into the Promised 
Land, Moses died first.  The Lord then said to 
Joshua, “MOSES IS DEAD.” (Joshua 1:1). “Be 
Strong and of Good Courage.”

Moses was a great leader, and God used 
him to move His Covenantal purpose 
forward.  But when it was God’s timing, 
Joshua was chosen to pick up the baton and 
move the Covenant forward differently than 
his predecessor. God created Joshua with 
the purpose in mind to lead and conquer the 
Promised Land.  He didn’t create Joshua to 
become Moses, but only to glean from Moses 
the wisdom, knowledge, and leadership of 
God’s heart, plan and character.

We are about to see a new generation who 
will take the deposit of the “Pentecostal 
(Church) Age” and move it forward into 
the “Age of Tabernacles.” They will take 
the wisdom and truth we have gained in 
advancing the Kingdom of God all over the 
world.  But they will advance His government 
on the earth by His Spirit and in His truth, 
which will look different than the Church 
season we have come out of.  It is an exciting 
time we live in.

We have to close doors to open new ones. 
We have to let go of old ways and mindsets 
that aren’t producing life any longer. We 
need to let go of past successes as well so we 
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can embrace the newness of the season ahead. Ask 
the Lord, “What door do I need to close so I can enter 
in the new door ahead?”  Enjoy the flood of His Spirit 
bringing new life.
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Kislev

November-December
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KISLEV
BENJAMIN

We are now entering into the ninth month 
of the Hebrew calendar known as Kislev.  
Kislev means, “security, trust, and coming 
full circle.”

Kislev is the last month of the “harvest” 
season in the Hebrew calendar which is 
associated with the tribe of Benjamin; the 
youngest son of Jacob. He was the only son 
born in the Promised Land.

Benjamin was actually given two names. 
The first came from his mother Rachel. 
Having great difficulties in giving birth, 
Benjamin’s mother died right after seeing her 
son born. Rachel named him ”Benoni” which 
means “son of my sorrow (or iniquity). The 
name of her son was a death confession of 
her stealing the family idol treasures (Gen. 
35:18).

As much as Jacob loved Rachel and wanted 
to honor her request, Jacob saw his newborn 
son through the eyes of God’s heart and 
was obedient to change his name to fit His 
destiny. Jacob named him “Benjamin,” which 
means “son of my right hand.”

The meaning of a person’s name reveals 
clues to their God given identity and 
destiny.  Name changes in the Bible are 
not insignificant. Abraham’s name (Father 
of many nations) was changed from Abram 
(exalted father), to fit Abraham’s prophetic 
destiny in God’s Covenant Story.

God changed Jacob’s name as well 
to ISRAEL. Jacob’s birth name means 
“supplanter, or deceiver.” His name fit him 
because this name identified his nature 

before encountering Father God heart to 
heart. But after Jacob wrestled with God 
and understood His Covenant heritage, 
God changed his name and nature to fit his 
God appointed identity and purpose; ISRAEL, 
meaning “God rules” (Gen. 35:10).

It is the Benjamites (sons of God’s right 
hand) who accept and submit to God’s 
rulership and reflect to all creation they are 
the “sons of light” (John 12:36).

Benjamin was the only son born in the 
“Promised Land” after Jacob’s divine 
encounter with God. Jacob’s first fruit in 
this new identity change happens when he 
renames his son Benjamin because he saw his 
son through the Covenant lens of his identity.

Incidentally, Jesus went through this 
process with Abba Father as well when 
Jesus was being baptized and the Father 
said, “This is My Son, in whom I am well 
pleased” (Matt. 3:17). From that moment on, 
Jesus was not identified as a carpenter, but as 
the son of God sent to save man from sins.

Before Jacob/Israel dies, God uses him to 
give the prophetic Covenant blessing to 
all his sons. Genesis 49:27 are the prophetic 
words over Benjamin. “Benjamin is a 
ravenous wolf; in the morning he shall devour 
the prey, and at night he shall divide the 
spoil.”

In this prophetic word, God shares that 
Benjamin has two sides: One that is self 
absorbing and will fight for his food at all 
costs sparing nothing for anyone who is 
hungry. The other is the matured Benjamin 
who has an understanding of God’s Covenant 
who will fight for what is right in order to give 
out what has been given him. The first nature 
is life without understanding the Father’s 
heart. The second nature comes through the 
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wrestle with God, understanding our identity 
in Him, and the maturity to carry out His 
Covenant.

We see these two natures of Benjamin 
and conversion throughout the Bible. All 
twelve disciples of Jesus were Benjamites. 
When Jesus called on each of them to be His 
disciples, each one of them received a new 
identity. After spending time with the Lord 
and going through a transformation process, 
God was able to use them as His light.

God had already prophesied that the tribe 
of Benjamin would be a light when God 
decided to split the kingdom in two in 1 
Kings 11:36 “And to Solomon’s son I will 
give one tribe (Benjamin), that My servant 
David may always have a LAMP before Me 
in Jerusalem, the city which I chosen for 
Myself, to put My name there.”

Saul who converted to Paul was also a 
Benjamite (Romans 11:1). We read about his 
encounter, identity change, and how he was 
used a “light” in Act. 9:1-22. Saul believed 
himself to be so righteous as a Pharisee and 
one who persecuted the Christians UNTIL 
His encounter with the Father. Then he went 
from being a “son of sorrow/iniquity” to that 
“son of God’s right hand” (Gen. 35:18).

The generations of today are the 
“Benjamites” who will bring in the greatest 
Harvest for the King. But in order to fulfill 
their call, most need an “encounter” to 
understand their identity and purpose 
through the lens of the Father. America 
will need this encounter as well as we have 
forgotten our identity and purpose as a 
nation established by God.

As times get difficult, God has prophesied 
over the Benjamites who are his “son’s of 
His right hand,” protection and covering. 

Moses adds to the prophetic word for 
Benjamin: “The beloved of the Lord shall 
dwell in safety by Him, who shelters him all 
the day long; and he shall dwell between His 
shoulders.” (Deut.33: 12) This is comforting 
to know as we are faced with difficult times 
ahead that the Benjamites have God’s special 
protection.

We can learn from the Benjamites in the Bible 
how God used them mightily when they put 
their trust in Him. Benjamites such as Esther 
and Mordacei saved God’s people from 
destruction and God exalted them. However, 
King Saul did not and he lost his throne.

God’s Covenant sign of the rainbow after 
the flood is associated with the tribe of 
Benjamin. (Gen.8,9). The rainbow, which has 
all the colors, is very symbolic of the heart 
of the Benjamites who have a heart for ALL 
of God’s people to know the King. They will 
be God’s sign in the earth of the truth of His 
Covenant.

Kislev is the ninth Hebrew month, and 
nine is the number associated with the 
fruits of the Holy Spirit.  Galatians 5:22,23 
gives us all nine fruits: love, joy, peace, long 
suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control.  This is divine 
completeness in manifesting the character 
of Christ, which the Benjamite disciples had 
first hand training.  When the world can see 
the manifestation of the “sons of light,” the 
heavens and the earth will rejoice.

“For the earnest expectation of the creation 
eagerly awaits the revealing of the sons of 
God” (Romans 8:19).
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Tevet

December-January
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TEVET (TEBET)
DAN

We are now entering into the tenth month 
of the Hebrew calendar known as Tevet. 
Ten is the number associated with godly 
order, authority, and testimony. Tevet is a 
great month to reflect over the past year and 
to judge righteously if your life is lining up 
with God’s order and authority.

Tevet begins the winter season of “rest.” 
The next three months are suited to spend 
time “resting” in the Father, digging into His 
Word and prayer as to what God is revealing. 
This time of intimacy gives us a renewed 
strength that is critical to a healthy and 
fulfilling relationship with the Lord.

This month is also associated with the 
tribe of Dan. Dan was one of the tribes that 
formed a branch on the north side of the 
tabernacle, along with Asher and Naphtali. 
These tribes were the known as the “rear 
guard,” and chosen to protect the tribes 
from any enemies coming from behind. Dan 
in particular had a gift of discernment to 
recognize the enemy coming in through the 
“back door.”

Dan teaches us that even though we are in 
a season of “rest,” this does not mean we 
are to let our guard down to the enemy’s 
schemes. As a matter of fact, the “back 
door” is usually not a place our eyes tend 
to focus on, so we can be surprised by the 
attack of the enemy. The “familiar,” such as 
being reunited with family and friends during 
the holidays, can be a prime time for the 
enemy to sneak in unexpectedly and hit old 
wounds.

Genesis 49:16 -18 says, “Dan shall judge his 

people, as one of the tribes of Israel. 
Dan shall be a serpent by the way, 
and adder in the path, that bites the 
horse heels, so that his rider shall 
fall backwards.”

Dan’s name in Hebrew means “to judge, 
to rule, or to execute judgment.” Dan 
was said to be “a serpent by way,” so God 
equipped Dan with a gift of wisdom to rule 
righteously and establish God’s path.

Dan’s high calling is to rise to judge, but 
to do so with a heart of humility that is 
yielded to the Holy Spirit. Because Dan’s 
gift can see situations black and white, they 
have a clear understanding of what is right 
or wrong.  Dan has the gift to step into a 
situation and establish order even in the 
midst of chaos. Understanding and abiding in 
God’s “fiery law” is the key to Dan’s authority 
to execute righteousness and justice. Deut 
33:2 ”....and He came with 10,000 of saints; 
from His right hand came a fiery law for 
them.”

If given an entrance, the religious spirit will 
seek to partner with Dan’s gift of judgment 
as the gospels testify what that looks like 
through the Pharisees who were ruling over 
God’s people during the days of Jesus.

WITHOUT God’s authority and maturity, 
Dan’s gift can put people under the yoke 
of control, power, and manipulation.  This 
usually comes in the form of criticism and 
accusation because there is a fear of losing 
control and the need to “be right.”  Dan’s 
shortcoming can cause them to judge the sin 
and dish out the penalty while losing site of 
God’s grace for the sinner. In the end, if Dan 
isn’t under God’s headship, they become 
tyrants.

Dan’s gift can bring about a “holy anger” 
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when injustice occurs. “Holy anger” can 
be used in prayer effectively to thwart 
the enemy’s plans as well as to seek God 
for His action plan. However, anger left 
uncircumcised can take the gift of Dan and 
turn it into a curse. If you have ever known 
anyone who is able to discern right from 
wrong well and suddenly “explodes” with 
anger if triggered, you are witnessing a gift of 
Dan that has been tainted with bitterness and 
pride. Throughout the Bible, the tribe of Dan 
is seen highly gifted but humbled because 
their giftedness led them to self-destruction.

Dan was the son of Rachel’s concubine, 
and was born out of jealousy and an 
unloving spirit. Dan had to overcome a 
root of rejection and find the love of the 
Father’s heart so when he exercises his gift of 
judgment, it was in truth AND love.

Today it is a challenge to see 
unrighteousness prevail in our society and 
not be met with the hand of justice. It can 
increasingly get hard not to get critical and 
react in fear and anger. The bait of Satan 
for those who have Dan’s gifting is for them 
to lose patience and not believe in God’s 
sovereignty and to rest in His timing of 
judgment.  This is particularly challenging 
now in our nation that is reaping the 
consequences of lawlessness.

If you are married or know someone with 
this gift who God is still molding, keep 
praying for them. Jacob’s prophesy to Dan 
included this very important line for us 
all to hold onto: “I have waited for your 
salvation, O Lord.” Jacob’s word reveals that 
the father’s heart of Jacob was challenged to 
pray and have patience for God’s promise to 
work through Dan. God is faithful in the end.

Samson was from the tribe of Dan, and 
his story shares the ups and downs of the 

characteristics of the tribe of Dan (Judges 
13-16). God chose to raise up Samson 
to deliver Israel out of the hand of the 
Philistines. Israel had done evil in the sight 
of God and had been under the reign of the 
Philistines for 40 years.

For Samson, he grew up to be smart, 
cunning, and had a love for justice. His 
supernatural gift of physical strength was 
given with one condition of not cutting his 
hair. Nothing more. No working out, no 
studying books to get smart. No worshipping 
God to make sure his hair grows. God created 
him with these gifts, and Samson’s became a 
bit headstrong because he didn’t have to lean 
on anyone to help him succeed. Sadly, this 
included God.

Samson eventually fell into a trap that our 
sinful nature usually follows; when we have 
been given much gifts, we tend to rely on 
our own gifts as our strength instead of 
the gift giver. Samson could rely on these 
two gifts on his own without leaning on the 
Lord in humility. (America finds itself in a 
similar predicament as we have been a nation 
blessed and strong and relying on our own 
strength instead of God to continue in its 
beauty it was birthed for).

When we use our gift absent of the Lord’s 
lead and heart, we will find ourselves 
promoting self and feeding our own 
desires. Samson uses a riddle to try and 
gain possessions and acquire assets. (Judges 
14:12).

Samson also chose to disobey God’s 
laws and statutes He had laid out for the 
Israelites to not have relations with a 
harlot, or marrying a Philistine woman, 
or eating from the carcass of an unclean 
animal. These are just a few things Samson 
chose to do which opened up the door for the 
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“destroyer” as you read his story.

As cunning as Samson was, he managed 
to find himself in love with two women 
who used their charm to deceive him. 
Betrayal of his first wife resulted with ANGER 
finding a home in his heart that fueled his 
revenge (Judges 15:7). Had not the tribe of 
Judah stepped in, Samson would have seen 
the destruction of his revenge upon all the 
children of Israel. But Judah turned Samson 
in like a sacrifice to the Philistines with 
Samson’s consent, and God used his gift to 
subdue the enemy. This was a turning point 
for Samson as he cries out to God for the first 
time in scriptures. The Israelites found peace 
from the Philistines for twenty years with 
Samson as their leader.

Samson’s story further reveals how the 
enemy doesn’t give up tormenting him 
and breaking down his resilience to hold 
onto the gift God had given him. Both 
women he loved wore him down. Samson’s 
guard was down, and through the “back 
door,” the enemy came through the women 
he loved. The enemy will use anyone to 
steal our inheritance and the gift God has 
given us to bless His Kingdom. Satan knows 
our weaknesses and will use them at an 
opportune time.

Although Samson was captured and 
imprisoned, and in all appearances wiped 
out of his gift and calling, the gift grew 
back (his hair) and God never left him. But 
this time, when he had no eyes to see and 
lead him except his “spiritual” eyes, God 
used Samson to wipe out the Philistines. 
The resurrected gift came with a great price 
as Samson became a martyr for God. But 
his life ended in humility and right before 
God. God’s gift in you can be swallowed in 
darkness because of pride, but never snuffed 
out. In humility, God will allow His gift in 

us to grow again in even greater measure. 
Samson’s strength was the greatest in his 
last act before his death.

Samson died protecting God’s covenanted 
people from evil by destroying their 
enemy. In Revelations 7, it is interesting to 
note that this tribe is not mentioned in the 
list of those 144,000 accounted for in the 
latter days. Those gifted with executing 
God’s justice in the end are either wiped out 
because of their pride, martyred for the sake 
of His righteousness like Samson, or they 
have already judged the Body of Christ for 
partnering with a religious spirit; i.e. Simeon 
and Levi. I tend to believe they change 
like Samson and are martyred as you see 
them mentioned in Revelations when John 
describes the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21).

When God chooses to use the gift we see 
in Dan, it is so vital that the body of Christ 
listens as this gift helps the church recognize 
when it is getting off into idolatry. In humility, 
God’s people will heed the correction and 
move ahead. Prayer is key this month to find 
that narrow path that leads to truth.

This month of Tevet is associated with the 
Hebrew letter AYIN, which pictures an eye. 
What is God showing you or not showing 
you? What or who has the attention of your 
eyes and tugging on your heart? And what do 
the eyes of our Father in heaven, the great 
JUDGE, see when He observes you?  These 
are great questions to ponder as you 
examine your heart to prepare for the new 
Hebrew year.
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Shevat

January-February
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SHEVAT (SHEBAT)
ASHER

We are now entering the eleventh month 
of the Hebrew calendar called “Shevat” (a 
Rod).  This month is associated with the 
tribe of Asher, the eighth son of Jacob.  
Asher means “happy” coming from the 
root word “ashar” which is translated: to be 
straight, level, right, to go forward, be honest, 
prosper, bless, guide, lead, and relieve.  Asher 
was known as a blessed tribe with land that 
produced many natural resources providing 
food and delicacies fit for a king.

Asher was known amongst the tribes to 
share their resources. In the Promised Land, 
Asher was located between Tyre and Carmel, 
which was some of the most fertile land in 
Canaan because it had low temperatures and 
much rainfall. Resources were a blessing, 
but Asher’s true happiness came from 
giving to others. “It is more blessed to give 
than receive.” (Acts. 20:35) With such an 
abundance of goods, Asher exported goods 
to supply to the other tribes and became 
known for its olive oil.

Jacob prophesied over Asher these words, 
“Bread from Asher shall be rich, and he 
shall yield royal dainties.” (Gen. 49:20) The 
Hebrew word for bread in this scripture is 
“lechem” and means “food you eat to obtain 
nourishment.”  In the natural, Asher was 
blessed with rich food fit for kings, but in the 
spirit, God is saying prophetically that the gift 
of Asher brings rich, strong meat (revelation) 
of God’s word.  Asher has a gift to pull out the 
treasures hidden in God’s Word.

 “Rich” can also be translated as “fat.”  
The Hebrew word for fat is “shamen” and 
means “greasy, plenteous, oily and rich.”  Oil 

is typically symbolic of the Holy 
Spirit. The bread or “word” of Asher 
will not only be meaty, but richly 
anointed by the Holy Spirit. (The 
fruitful olive tree is actually the symbol for 
this tribe).

Moses further prophesies over Asher in 
Deut. 33:24 “Asher is most blessed of sons; 
let him be favored by his brothers, and let 
him dip his foot in oil.  Your sandals shall be 
iron and bronze; as your days, so shall your 
strength be.”

Asher “dips” or “plunges” his foot in oil is 
not a small prophetic word.  In order for 
Asher to fulfill his call, his foundation needs 
to be the “Word” and to spend time in the 
presence of “The Word” to share God’s 
revelation with His people. 

Psalm 1:1-3 describes Asher: “Blessed is the 
man who walks not in the counsel of the 
ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor 
sits in the seat of the scornful, but his delight 
is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he 
mediates day and night.  He shall be like a 
tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings 
forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also 
shall not wither; and whatever he does shall 
prosper.”

Asher’s sandals being of iron and bronze 
describes the nature of his gifting.  Shoes 
of iron are God’s judgments, and the word 
God gives them to share can shake the 
world. Signs and wonders will follow.

The first miracle recorded in the gospels 
takes place in Cana of Galilee, where Jesus 
turned the water into wine. This land was 
the inheritance of Asher and the beginning of 
miraculous signs of provision. (John 2:1-11)  
This land is also where Jesus revealed himself 
as the “bread of Life” which is symbolic of the 

11
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gift Asher would share.

Matt 4:4 “Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceeds out of the 
mouth of God.” Bread is symbolic of the 
word of God.

 Anna, the prophetess from the New 
Testament, came from the tribe of Asher and 
was one of the first to recognize Jesus as the 
Savior when He was born.  Her faithfulness 
and dedication to serve the Lord for 84 years 
made her “fat” with God’s revelation about 
the Savior.

“Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the 
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.  
She was of a great age, and had lived with a 
husband seven years from her virginity, and 
this woman was a widow of about 84 years, 
who did not depart from the temple, but 
served God with fasting’s and prayers night 
and day.  And coming in that instant she 
gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him 
to ALL those who looked for redemption in 
Jerusalem” (Luke 2:36-38).

In the Bible, Asher is spoken of by Moses as 
the most blessed of the sons and favored 
by his brothers.  This tribe was blessed with 
numerous children and lived in peace with 
all the other tribes.

Asher is set around the tabernacle on the 
north side between Dan and Naphtali.  
These three tribes had the assignment of 
being the  “rear” guard and were generally 
not ones to be warriors in battle.  Avoiding 
battle when needed can be Asher’s weakness 
and downfall. Asher chose not to help during 
Israel’s national crisis when called to battle by 
Barak and Deborah. However, they did come 
when Gideon called as well as King Hezekiah.

God wants to reveal His Covenant in 
a “meaty” way so we can move in His 
heart ahead as the bride of Christ. Seek 
God’s presence and expect to receive His 
revelation.  He wants to bless you in this 
season of “rest” in knowing Him and why 
He created you.  God wants to revive and 
awaken your “roots” to be vibrant and alive in 
Him.  Rivers of living water shall flow through 
your roots system and spring forth life in 
areas that have appeared dead.  Expect to 
hear and see His oil. 

God is preparing us to sow the seeds of 
revelation He gives us this month when His 
spring season begins with Nisan.  Whatever 
the circumstances bring up ahead, His 
revelation will carry us through.

So the key this month is to REST and 
receive His anointed Word. And if you have 
the gift of Asher, God’s people need that 
“meaty” word.
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Adar

February-March
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ADAR
NAPHTALI

We are entering into the twelfth and last 
month of the Hebrew calendar known 
as Adar. In Hebrew, the word Adar means 
“strength.” God’s desire is that His people 
finish each year strong IN HIM so they receive 
a new dimension of blessing, authority, and 
identity to enter in the New Year. This may 
require us all to put our “JOY ON” as we 
wrestle God for these “new clothes.”

It is interesting that this month is linked 
with the tribe of Naphtali. The name 
Naphtali in Hebrew means, “to struggle 
and wrestle forward.” Naphtali’s wrestle 
is to conquer and win the victory with 
the partnership of the Lord. His mother 
Rachel named him Naphtali because of her 
own struggles to give birth. “ With great 
wrestling’s I have wrestled with my sister, and 
indeed I have prevailed.” (Gen. 30:8).

Naphtali’s father, Jacob, wrestled with the 
Lord as well. When Jacob was finally willing 
to let go of His IDOLS and grab hold of the 
Lord only, his wrestling changed history 
forever for himself, his family, and countless 
of multitudes that have now inherited God’s 
Covenant promise. However, in the midst of 
Jacob’s struggle, the Lord touched the socket 
of his hip, making it difficult for Jacob to finish 
in his own strength. Jacob had to exercise 
faith to cling to the Lord alone (something 
that his muscles had not been accustomed 
to doing), and in the final hour Jacob says, “I 
will not let You go unless You bless me.” (Gen. 
33:26)

There comes a point in all of our lives that 
our greatest efforts, gifts and talents can 
only get us by so far. If we want to cross the 

finish line of our God given destiny, 
we all need to go through the 
wrestling of submission to let go of 
control while we cling to God alone.  
This wrestling produces an opportunity to die 
to a life independent of God.

Before Jacob died, he prophesied over the 
tribe of Naphtali these words: “Naphtali is 
a deer let loose; he uses beautiful words.” 
The word “loose” comes from the Hebrew 
word shalach meaning, “to send away, cast 
away, to cast out, conduct, forsake, leave, 
let depart, push away.”

This prophetic word speaks to us today as 
God wants us to “loose” idolatry, cast out 
the old, forsake the things that hold us back, 
push away the stumbling blocks, and spring 
forward into new freedom that God wants us 
to possess. This comes out of humility that 
always produces a blessing. “By humility and 
the fear of the Lord are riches, honor and 
life.” Prov. 22:4

The expression, “let loose” has the 
implication of one who has escaped from 
the hunter. Deer are beautiful animals 
created to be free. If you have a gift of 
Naphtali, you never want to be in bondage. 
Freedom is the lifeline, and trying to tie down 
anyone with this gift is difficult because they 
are not meant to have any chains around their 
necks.

In Judges 4:6, we can read about one hero 
of Naphtali named Barak who worked with 
Deborah the judge to set God’s people free. 
This tribe was not typically known among 
the tribes as warriors. They were a part of 
the brigade with Dan and Asher in the rear 
guard, so they were not called to the front 
lines of battle. This is evident when Deborah 
confronted Barak why he wasn’t listening to 
the Lord who had commanded him to deploy 
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troops against the enemy. Barak requested 
that Deborah assist him with this task 
because he didn’t feel he could do it alone. 
Barak wasn’t concerned with rank or women 
in the game plan. He just needed to find a 
way to obey the Lord only.

The symbol of the tribe of Naphtali is a 
deer. There is one interesting thing about 
deer that we need to consider for this month. 
A deer has no gall bladder. The gall bladder 
is an interesting part of the anatomy. The 
gall bladder is a membranous sac attached 
to the liver, in which excess bile is stored and 
concentrated. Bile is the bitter, yellow-brown 
or greenish fluid secreted by the liver. It is 
discharged into the duodenum and aids in 
digesting, especially fats. Bile produced and 
stored is like bitterness that is produced from 
an angry and jealous heart.

The beauty of Naphtali is that this tribe 
has the characteristic of one whom carries 
NO BITTERNESS. And because of that, 
“beautiful words come out of Naphtali’s 
mouth. “ God’s word says, “Out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.” 
(Matt.12:34). This is a good month to examine 
what kind of communication is coming out of 
our mouth so we see what is in our heart. It 
is also a good month to communicate God’s 
heart and strategy for the New Year.

God says in Hebrews 12:14,15 “Pursue 
peace with all people, and holiness, 
without no one will see the Lord; looking 
carefully lest anyone fall short of the 
grace of God; lest any root of bitterness, 
springing up cause trouble, and by this 
many become defiled.” This month, I believe 
this is a time to reflect on the issues that lie 
deep within the heart and to “cast off” any 
bitterness, even bitterness toward ourselves, 
so we can enter into the joy of the Lord.

Moses also prophesies over this tribe 
before he dies in Deut. 33:23. “O Naphtali, 
satisfied with favor, and full of blessing of 
the Lord, possess the west and the south.” 
Because Naphtali represents a pure heart, the 
favor of God is with this tribe to bless them. 
True intercessors, a characteristic of this 
tribe, are one’s with a pure heart, willing to 
lay their life down and stand in the gap for all, 
even the wicked.

Moses says to Naphtali to “possess the 
west and the south.” The west speaks of 
the land that lay to the west of Naphtali, 
which was the Mediterranean Sea. It was the 
gateway to new lands and new adventures. 
This is symbolic of “entering into the New 
Year through the gateway God opens to a 
new year of adventure with Him.”

The south speaks of the pleasant things, 
which lie at the foot of Naphtali. It was 
the southern coast of Naphtali that Jesus 
preached most of His life. That was the sea 
coast of Galilee, and the town of Capernaum. 
The Sermon on the Mount was preached in 
the land blessed for Naphtali, in which Jesus 
said, “Blessed are those….”

Adar is the twelfth month, and twelve is 
the number for “government.”  Jacob had 
twelve sons, and Jesus had twelve disciples. 
The first recorded words of Jesus in the New 
Testament were when He was 12 (Luke 2:42). 

Twelve symbolizes God’s power and 
authority as well as serving as a perfect 
governmental foundation.  New Jerusalem 
has 12 gates and Christ’s bride in Revelation 
12 wears a crown of 12 stars.  The Lord has 
a remnant of 12x12, totaling 144,000 that 
are marked as His.  Jesus is coming back 
with “government on His shoulders” to rule 
and reign (Is. 9:7).  We are being prepared to 
understand God’s government in heaven and 
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on earth. 

Finally, I believe that this month of ADAR 
is key for the body of Christ. God has been 
calling on His people these past few years to 
get rid of their idols and to purify their hearts. 
The line in the sand has been revealed. God 
has been preparing His army to go into a 
GLOBAL season with Him. It is a season of 
preparing for His return, and it will require 
separation unto Him, and a willingness in the 
heart to say, “Not my will but yours.”

God is taking the masquerades off through 
our wrestling with the Lord. We have 
been hidden for a time. Our identity has 
been hidden. Our gifting has been hidden. 
Our regional, and national calling has been 
hidden. Our blessings are coming. God is 
taking off the masquerade and we will be 
seen as a people identified as His. 

When it was God’s time, Esther’s true 
identity was revealed to the king. But that 
famous quote given to Esther when she was 
wrestling to step into that identity was, “For 
such a time as this.” It is for “such a time as 
this” we have all been called to understand 
His Covenant, His story, and His truth, and to 
walk accordingly in His plan.

ADAR II

The the second month of Adar 
occurs approximately every three years, 
and is most often added during “Leap 
Years.”  I believe that God gives us two 

ADARS to give us an extra month to prepare 
for a significant New Year.  Sometimes, we 
need an extra month to “wrestling the Lord” 
for His Holy exchange:  We give Him our idols 
and petitions, and He gives us deliverance 
and breakthrough.

Since ADAR means “strength,” God 
purposely uses two months to get His 
message of Adar through to us that it is not 
by our strength we will go into the New 
Year, but by His Spirit leading us in the way 
we should go.  Patience to wait on Him and 
hear His instruction is key.

The story of Esther gives us a picture of 
ADAR II.  Esther was chosen to be Queen 
after a long year process of preparation.  
The King loved Esther more than all other 
women, and she obtained favor in his 
sight.  But Esther had not revealed her 
family identity because her Uncle Mordecei 
instructed Esther to keep it hidden.   Esther 
and Mordecei came from the tribe of 
Benjamin of the House of Judah.  

It wasn’t long after Esther was crowned 
Queen that the King promoted a man 
named Haman to be above all the princes.  
His arrogant pride and need for power 
propelled his vanity to desire all people to 
pay homage to him and bow.  But Mordecei 
didn’t, and the assassination plan began 
against all of Mordecei’s family known as the 
Jews.

Haman had carefully plotted to devise a 
plan to kill all the Jews without knowing he 
was essentially asking the King to sign off 
on killing his own wife as well.  Esther found 
out about the edict, and decided to fast and 
pray.  It was during the fast that God gave 
Esther the wisdom on how to expose Haman 
and to stop his assignment.

Adar II
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Three important things came forth from 
this month of Adar for Esther.  First, Esther 
had to “surrender all.”  Her purpose for the Lord 
putting her in a position of power to save the 
people had to be more important than even her 
own life.  And it was a risk she took to trust the 
Lord in it.  It was through her fast that she found 
the power to do so. But it was her Uncle’s words, 
“For such a time as this” that moved her into 
action.  We are called for such a time as this to 
step into our destiny.  Fasting will help us see the 
New Year.

Secondly, Esther’s true identity was revealed 
through the process of her “wrestling with 
God” for breakthrough.   Once that identity 
came to light, Esther stepped into a new level of 
authority and power.

Finally, because of Esther’s obedience, the 
Lord “cut off” the assignment to kill the Jews 
and instead, reversed the curse on Haman 
himself.  

God wants to kill off our Haman.  Each one of 
us has a gift that God has given us to bring forth 
His light and glory for the earth to see.  This is 
our purpose and the very uniqueness of who 
God made us to be.  But Satan wants to come 
and steal, kill, and destroy that purposed gift in 
us.  God wants to give us His wisdom on how to 
defeat the enemy whose assignment prevents 
us from entering into the fullness of our destiny. 
God wants to “cut off” anything that holds us 
back.  This is the month to fast and pray and 
seek His face for wisdom and strategy.  

We must know who our enemy is, and what He 
has written as an edict to stop us from living for 
the Lord.  Then we can recognize his moves and 
watch God annihilate the assignment, as we 
trust in Him.

This month the Hebrew calendar recognizes 
on the 14 day of Adar, the days Esther fasted 

known as Purim.  The Lord wrote in the Book of 
Esther that Purim should not fail to be observed, 
and that the memory should not perish.  We, 
who are adopted into the Hebrew heritage, 
should take time to remember Purim as well 
and the power of God’s delivering hand over the 
enemy.  He is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever.  Yes, He is the one who triumphs over 
evil.  

The word Purim means “lots,” in ancient 
Persian, and refers to the lottery that Haman 
used to choose the date for the massacre of 
the Jews (Prov.16:33).   The Hebrew word for 
breakthrough, break out, break away, or break 
forth is “PARATS,” which is associated with 
Purim as God delivered (broke through) and 
saved His people.   

There are 5  scriptures in the Bible that 
use the word PARAT to describe different 
aspects of breakthrough.  In Gen. 28:14, the 
breakthrough is a “spreading abroad,” which 
results in multiplication.  In Gen. 38:29, one of 
Rebecca’s twins in her womb “broke through” 
first.  His name, Perez, means “breakthrough” 
and was the son who produced the lineage 
of Jesus.  In 1 Sam. 3:1, God’s “breakthough” 
produced a widespread revelation of His word.  
In 2 Sam. 5:20, a battlefield was given the name 
“breakthrough” called Baal Perazim, in which 
the Lord made a way for David to defeat the 
enemies.  And finally, in Micah 2:13, the Lord 
Himself leads His army forth and breaks through 
as their Head and victor over the enemy.  These 
examples express the heart of God for the 
month of Adar, and builds our faith to reach out 
to God for His breakthrough anointing in our 
own lives. 

As we approach the Hebrew New Year, it is His 
desire to be our strength and our help to fulfill 
our destiny individually and corporately.  Pray 
and expect God’s breakthrough.
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Queen Esther comes before King Xerxes (Ahasuerus)
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CHAPTERFIVE...
Start Your Own Firstfruits Gathering
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• Follow the Hebrew Calendar and set up your gatherings according to the New Moon 
each month.  The new moon begins at sundown, so “Firstfruits” technically starts then 
and goes until the next sundown. Pray when God wants you to set up your gathering.

• The ministry of Jesus as our “living sacrifice” gives us the heart and the goal of each 
“Firstfruits” Gatherings. These gatherings should exemplify the action of the Golden 
Commandments of Matt. 22, which says to “Love God with all your heart, mind, and 
soul and to love your neighbor as yourself.”  Therefore, these gatherings must go vertical 
(heart to God) and then go horizontal (heart to man) in expressing His love.  The “fruit” 
of the gatherings is the expression of His “agape” love.

• Each “Firstfruits” will be different, however, they will ALL be the same in principle and 
in someway express the season of God and the “fruit” of the month that will most likely 
coincide or draw meaning from the Hebrew months and tribes.  

• When leading “Firstfruits”, welcome all the people to share their portion so that 
everyone can leave “full.”  In this way, ALL are contributing, and the whole body is 
edifying and becoming edified through the “Firstfruits” of others. 

• When putting the invitation out for “Firstfruits” initially, ask the Holy Spirit who 
to invite.  Keep in mind this is a time to build covenant, so the gatherings need to be 
welcoming and inviting and hearts that are willing to “give rather than receive.”  Too 
many people could hinder that aspect. 

• The heart of God would be that each small “Firstfruits” Gatherings in the city be 
joined together to celebrate the Feasts corporately, giving way for His Bride to 
form.

YOU CAN START YOUR OWN FIRSTFRUITS 
GATHERING. HERE IS A BASIC BLUEPRINT, BUT 
EVERY FIRSTFRUITS GATHERING IS UNIQUE IN 
ITSELF. 
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CHAPTERSIX...
Qualities of God’s Firstfruits Believers
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QUALITIESOFGOD’S
FIRSTFRUITSBELIEVERS: HIS OVERCOMERS

In wrapping up this Firstfruits book, I 
would like to challenge you to accept the 
invitation to honor the Father’s “royal 
dates.”  As you begin to give your firstfruits 
each month to the Lord and adopt His 
calendar in your schedule, I believe you will 
gain a deeper understanding of the heart of a 
“Firstfruits” believer and make yourself ready 
for God’s purpose in the Millennium. 

The Apostle Paul had the heart of a 
“Firstfruits” believer.  He understood the 
relevance of honoring God’s appointed times  
(Acts 18:21). Paul said it best in Philippians 
3, “Not that I have already attained, or am 
already perfected; but I press on……..I press 
toward the goal for the prize of the upward 
call of God in Christ Jesus.”    

Paul understood there was a reward for 
those who overcome through their faith 
and obedience and honor the pattern 
established in God’s Word (Prov. 13:13). 
Paul’s heart was that of an overcomer who 
understood that you have to work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling 
because we serve a Holy God.  He shared 
with many that it is in faith alone that we are 
justified as believers.  But he also shared that 
it takes work on our behalf to sanctify our 
flesh and become more like Christ.  

Paul honored the blueprint God 
established.  In his humility, he submitted 
his time to the Lord’s headship.   We as a 
Church cannot keep doing things our own 
way (traditions of men) and in our own 
strength (out of God’s timing and purpose).  
We must shift IF we want to be a part of the 
restoration process and receive our reward.  

Honoring “Firstfruits” is one tool God gives 
us to individually sync into His timing and 
remember that ALL provision comes from 
Him.  As we give Him our first, He is faithful 
to give us a harvest full of His goodness.

So what are the qualities of a “Firstfruits” 
Believer?  Does God identify and call out a 
“Firstfruits” believing company of people 
to do His work of redemption?  Let’s go to 
Revelations 4 and learn from the blueprint 
that God uses in the New Testament that 
is a witness to the blueprint in the Old 
Testament.

In Revelation 4, we read about a vision 
that John was shown of heaven describing 
God’s throne surrounded by the heads of 
the believers in Christ. The believers are 
symbolized in verse 7 by four images: a lion, a 
calf, a man, and an eagle.  These four images 
used I have described already in this book as 
representing the heads of the twelve tribes 
of Israel.  In this vision, they represent those 
believers who have received their glorified 
bodies.

The believers are joined together and 
positioned around the Tabernacle (Christ), 
symbolized by the banner given to the head 
of the three tribe brigade positioned on each 
side of the Tabernacle:
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This vision represents the leaders of the 
tribes called to be a part of the 144,000 
whom God has chosen to be a part of the first 
resurrection to be priests unto Him in the 
Millennium (Rev. 5:9; 1 Cor. 15:20-25;Rev. 
20:5).  

“And I heard the number of those who 
were sealed.  One hundred and forty-four 
thousand of all the tribes of the children of 
Israel were sealed (Rev. 7:4).

The number 144,000 is a symbolic number 
revealing a quality of those God has chosen 
to be the Lord’s “firstfruits.”  12 is the 
number for governmental perfection and 
authority.  When we take 12 and multiply it by 
12, we get 144.  Symbolically, this represents 
a multiplication or embodiment of perfection 
in a heavenly and earthly governmental 
authority as seen through Jesus and the 
144,000 in the Millennium.  (Keep in mind 
that the Book of Revelation is written with 
the heart to reveal Christ and the “sons of 
light,” and uses symbolism throughout.  The 
number 144,000 isn’t the actual number in 
which some people erroneously believe).  

The “Firstfruits” believers will have access 
as “Sons of Light” to go before His throne 
in the Spirit, (having received their glorified 
bodies) and as well as go to the earth as 
“Sons of light” and be seen on the earth as 
Jesus did after He was resurrected. Therefor, 
it is symbolized as resurrected “believers” 
who are able to be before God’s throne like 

an angel as well as go before men in the 
fullness of His glory (Rev. 21:17).

A “Firstfruits” believer is not better than 
other Christians just because they are first 
to go through the glorification process.  On 
the contrary, they are first ONLY because it 
has been God’s election of grace.  “Even so 
then, at this present time, there is a remnant 
according to the election of grace (Rom. 
11:5).  

These “Firstfruit” believers have gone 
through serious trials and tribulations that 
seem unfair but necessary for the call of 
election.  Similarly, the 12 disciples were 
chosen to birth the Church forward first, and 
yet almost all of them were martyred for 
their sacrifice and submission to serving God.  
God’s chose these disciples, not man.  But in 
their obedience to humbly serve the Lord, 
the Church has multiplied throughout the 
world.  

The Promise of eternal life remains the 
same for all who believe.  So it is not a 
question IF we all get glorified bodies and get 
to enjoy going back and forth from heaven 
to earth, but WHEN we get glorified bodies 
because in the end, ALL will get glorified 
bodies and be one with the Lord.

Recall the parable Jesus shares in Mark 
4:3-20 of the 30, 60 and 100fold. The three 
“fold’s” are symbolic of the three stages we 
go through in the transformation process as a 
believer to become more like Christ. They are 
represented through the purpose of the three 
Feasts that God commanded His Covenant 
people to honor corporately each year.  They 
are Passover, Pentecost and Tabernacle. 
Through Passover, we are “justified in Christ” 
when we accept Him as our Savior.  Through 
Pentecost, we are sanctified through our 
trials, tests, and tribulations to become 

HIS THRONE
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His bondservant.  And finally, through Tabernacles, we are fully submitted to His headship 
and receive the fullness of His glory.  Below is a simple chart to see the progression of God’s 
redemption plan:

The “Firstfruits” believers are being prepared now in their hearts for the 100-fold return 
(reward), when they will receive their glorified bodies and reign with Christ in the Millennium.

4 QUALITIES OF THE HEART OF A 
FIRSTFRUITS  OVERCOMER

There are 4 qualities of the heart of a “Firstfruits” believer/overcomer. As believers, God 
designed a three-stage process to form in us these qualities.  The Church as a whole is still 
going through the second stage; the sanctification process, for the past 2,000 years.  She 
has been a “Church in the Wilderness” being tested by fire (Acts 7:38).  As the body of Christ 
continues to thirst for His truth and walk in His ways, we experience an increase of REST and 
transform into His image through this second stage.  However, we will never enter into the 
third stage, the fullness of His REST and the 100-fold return, until Jesus returns and we receive 
our glorified bodies.  Upon His return, not ALL will be ready to receive their 100-fold reward.  
This is why Jesus will reign for 1,000 years with the “Firstfruits” believers to help others go 
through the process of the stages so they can receive their reward too. It is at the end of the 
Millennium, when the books of life are opened, and the just and the unjust are given their 
rewards that all believers will receive their glorified body and eternal life with the Lord while 
the unbeliever will be judged according to God’s laws of debt (Rev. 20).

PASSOVER STAGEPASSOVER STAGE
30-fold

SPIRIT

Justification

Outer Court

Eros Love

“Feed My Lambs”

Mark 4:3-20

PENTECOST STAGEPENTECOST STAGE
60-fold

SOUL

Sanctification

Inner Court

Phileo Love 

“Tend My Sheep”

TABERNACLES STAGETABERNACLES STAGE
100-fold

BODY

Glorification

Holy of holies

Agape Love

“Feed My Sheep”
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THE 4 OVERCOMING 
QUALITIES ARE:

1. FORGIVER – Someone who can release 
men and self from the bondage of debt.  
We must exercise the principles of Jubilee 
found in Lev. 25.  (Matt. 6:9-15).

2. OBEDIENCE TO HIS VOICE - God is 
preparing us to lean on His voice and 
abide under His covering, not mans, which 
includes our propensity to listen to the 
voice of a pastor over the Lord’s. When we 
obey His voice, we are His special treasure 
(Ex. 19:5).

3. UNCONDITIONAL LOVE (AGAPE) Give 
without an expectation of anything in 
return (Luke 14:7-14).  The greatest test is 
when we “love our enemies” without any 
resentment, bitterness, or desire to get 
“paid back.”

4. LAWFUL – Lawful but not “legalistic.”  
We are not to despise the law, but 
understanding the heart of God’s law, 
which is written on our hearts and 
summed up by Jesus in the “Golden 
Commandments.”  “He who despises the 
word will be destroyed, but he who fears 
the commandment will be rewarded (Prov. 
13:13). The “Be-Attitudes” are the law in 
action that is founded in His love (Matt. 
7:21-23; Matt. 5:19; Matt. 25:25:14-30; Luke 
12:41-48; Rev. 14:12; Rev. 22:12-14).  

The acronym of an overcomer is one who cries 

“F.O.U.L.”

God values the overcomers because they 
choose to put Him in the forefront of their 
heart and mind.  They are by no means 

perfect, but they have come to grips with 
the deceit of their own hearts and have fully 
submitted to Christ’s righteousness in them. 

The overcomers have been tested by the 
seduction of the false religious systems and 
have chosen to come under the headship of 
Christ FIRST and HIS WAYS ALONE.  They 
have chosen to set themselves apart from 
getting caught in the snares of the political 
and religious system that dominates the world 
because they fear the Lord over the fear of 
men (Rev. 18:3,4).  They hear His voice and 
follow Him wherever He goes (Rev. 18:4).  Out 
of their mouth come words of life (the Word).  
They are faithfully and loyally devoted to 
Christ and love their enemies.  Yes, they are 
forgivers who are exercising unconditional 
love.  

And finally, they truly understand that their 
lives no longer belong to themselves but 
rather to Christ alone (Gal. 2:20).  

We are living in a historical time in biblical 
history when all of the signs and timing of 
God is pointing to Jesus returning to reign 
on the earth for the Millennium.  Why did 
God choose YOU to live at such a time as this?  
I believe it’s because you have been chosen to 
be play a part in turning the next page in God’s 
blueprint that ushers in the Millennium.  Honor 
God with your firsts and see how He fills your 
life with His Kingdom purpose.

Rev. 22:12,14 “And behold, I am coming 
quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to 
everyone according to his work. Blessed are 
those who do His commandments that they 
may the right to the tree of life, and may enter 
through the gates into the city.”

(4 Qualities of an Overcomer information resources from 
Dr. Stephen E. Jones at www.gods-kingdom-ministries.
net”)
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ADDENDUMS...
Supplemental Articles
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“He is the Maker of the Bear and Orion, 
the Pleiades and the constellations of the 
south. He performs wonders that cannot 
be fathomed, miracles that cannot be 
counted” (Job 9:9-10).

Mazzaroth is a Hebrew word meaning, 
«The Constellations of the Zodiac.»  It 
is the name given to the pattern of stars 
found on the ecliptic (Job 38:32).

The ecliptic is the path of the sun among 
the stars. The twelve constellations that lie 
along the ecliptic form the Zodiac. Other 
constellations can be seen only from the 
northern or southern hemisphere, but the 
constellations of the Zodiac can be seen from 
both hemispheres, which make them unique.

The twelve names of the constellations of 
the Zodiac are based on the shapes that 
appeared to be formed by the stars. These 
are: the Ram (Aries), the Ox (Taurus), the 
Twins (Gemini), the Crab (Cancer), the Lion 
(Leo), the Virgin (Virgo), the Scales (Libra), 
the Scorpion (Scorpio), the Bow (Sagittarius), 
the Goat (Capricorn), the Bucket (Aquarius) 
and the Fish (Pisces).

Many of the constellations have names that 
are very old. The Sumerian shepherds and 
farmers of Mesopotamia thousands of years 
ago may have called the Bull, the Ram, the 
Lion, and many other constellations by the 
same names we use. Many historians are 
sure these names started in Mesopotamia 
because the choice of animals suggests this. 
This corresponds to the biblical account that 
after the Flood, Noah›s Ark landed in the 
area of Mesopotamia where the earth was 
repopulated through Noah›s sons Shem, 
Ham, and Japeth.

The Bible says that the heavens are God’s 
“handiwork” (Psalm 8:3; 19:1). He has all 
the stars numbered and named (Psalm 
147:4).”He counts the number of the stars; 
He calls them all by name.”

The Bible also teaches that God arranged 
the stars into recognizable groups that we 
call constellations. The Bible mentions three 
of these: Orion, the Bear (Ursa Major), and 
“the crooked serpent” (most likely Draco) in 
Job 9:9; 26:13; 38:31-32; and Amos 5:8. The 
same passages also reference the star group 
Pleiades (the Seven Stars). 

God is the One Who “fastens the bands” 
of these constellations; He is the One who 
brings them forth, “each in its season.” In 
Job 38:32.

Much has been written of the meaning of the 
zodiacal constellations, including theories 
that they comprise an ancient display of 
God’s redemptive plan. For example, the 
constellation Virgo could be a celestial 
depiction of the virgin who bore Christ and 
Leo as the Lion of the Tribe of Judah (Rev 
5:5). 

The Bible says that stars, along with the sun 
and moon, were given for “signs”(Gen.1:14). 
God used the stars as an illustration of His 
promise to give Abraham an innumerable 
seed (Genesis 15:5). Thus, every time 
Abraham looked up at the night sky, he 
had a reminder of God’s faithfulness and 
goodness. The final judgment of the earth 
will be accompanied by astronomical events 
relating to the stars (Isaiah 13:9-10; Joel 3:15; 
Matthew 26:29).

EXPLORINGTHESTARS...
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The stars should awaken wonder at God’s power, wisdom, 
and infinitude. We should use the stars to keep track 
of time and place and to remind us of God’s faithful, 
covenant-keeping nature. All the while, we acknowledge 
the Creator of the heavens. Our wisdom comes from God, 
not the stars (James 1:5). The Word of God, the Bible, is 
our guide through life (Psalm 119:105).

VIRGO: (THE VIRGIN)
Virgo represents the foretold virgin (Isaiah 7:14) 
holding a branch (Jer. 23:5,6) and an ear of corn which 
represents the promised seed of the woman (beginning 
with Eve in Gen. 3:15).  Virgo in Hebrew is “Bethulah” 
which means, “a virgin”. Jesus, also called Immanuel, 
was born to a virgin. 

Matthew 1:23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and 
bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which 
is translated, “God with us.”

LEO: (THE LION)
Leo pictures a charging lion whose mighty paws 
happen to be in the action of running over the head of 
Hydra, the serpent. The Hebrew name of this sign is 
“Arieh”, which means “the Lion”.  The King of Kings has 
returned to bind and cast Satan out of this world once 
and forever and reclaim His kingdom on earth. Just as 
the lion is king among animals, so is Jesus, the Mighty 
King of all...the Lion of the tribe of Judah.

Revelation 5: 5 “But one of the elders said to me, “Do not 
weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of 
David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its 
seven seals.”

Information resources from Rabbi Dr. Hillel ben David and Michael 
Houdmann of “Gotquestions.org”
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??YOU
A

ARE

HEBREWHEBREW
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??YOU

Every Christian would benefit pondering this question, “Am I a Hebrew?” It 
is a powerful question that causes everyone in the family of God to search the Scriptures and 
dig into their Godly heritage for themselves.  I think if Christians spent time learning about the 
Godly legacy they were “born into,” they would get a clearer perspective of their own identity 
and purpose.  
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Let’s journey back for some of those 
answers to the beginning of God’s 
story in Genesis with the first man 

God created; Adam.  The very name Adam 
is from the Hebrew word adamah meaning 
“earth,” referring to the fact that God created 
Adam from the earth. (Gen. 3:20). I believe 
God Himself named Adam, and Adam learned 
Hebrew from His Creator.

Adam’s first job was to name all the living 
creatures.  We see evidence in the Bible that 
Adam spoke Hebrew because he gave Eve 
two names.  Adam called her isha (woman), 
because “she was taken from ish” (man), and 
he called her Chava (Eve), because “she was 
to be mother of all chai”(life).

From the time of Adam and Eve until the 
Tower of Babel, it is assumed everyone 
spoke Hebrew.  “Now the whole earth had 
one language and one speech “ (Genesis 
11:1). After building the Tower of Babel, God 
confused their language and scattered the 
people abroad over the face of the whole 
earth. Hebrew formed 70 languages that were 
influenced by the environment and culture 
where the people were scattered.  However, 
the people descending from Noah’s son Shem 
kept the Hebrew language because they 
continued to “walk with God” (Gen.6:9).

The name “Hebrew” literally means, “to 
cross over.”  In Scriptures, Hebrew is an 
adjective to describe the people God made 
covenant with who were “from the other side” 

of the Euphrates River.  When 
Abram was asked to leave UR 
and go to the land of Canaan, 
that land was considered “on 
the other side of the Euphrates 
River” (Gen. 12:1). It was 
through Abraham that God 
chose to covenant through 
a specific people so that the 

world could see He was the one true God.

The name Hebrew comes from EBER, who 
was a great grandson of Shem.  Shem was 
one of Noah’s son’s and called “the father of 
all the sons of EBER (Gen. 10:21).  Therefore, 
Hebrew descendants were called Semites; 
those from the lineage of Shem, and the 
people in whom were blessed by Noah 
(Gen.9:26).

The first time we see the word Hebrew in the 
Bible is Genesis 14:13.  “Then the one who had 
escaped told Abram the Hebrew.”   Abraham’s 
great, great, great, great, great grandfather 
was EBER.  EBER actually outlived Abraham.

God made an Everlasting Covenant with 
Abraham, stating He would keep this 
Covenant unconditionally with Abraham’s 
descendants who would multiply to 
the ends of the earth, no matter if they 
turned their backs on Him (Gen. 17).  God 
changed Abraham’s name so that his name 
would identify with His destiny.  Abraham 
was originally named Abram, which means, 
“exalted father.”  But Abraham’s new name 
meant “father of the multitude.”  When God 
revealed to Abraham that he would be the 
father of the HEBREW nations, he changed 
his name to fit the call.

When Moses arrives on the scene 400 
years later, the Hebrew’s had multiplied to 
over 2 million people and they were living 
in tents and in slavery to Egypt’s ruler.  
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The art of communicating through writing had begun in 
Egypt with pictures as symbols known as hieroglyphics, 
but the Hebrew people were not trained in these new 
communication skills.  They still relied on “story-telling” 
to share their Hebrew faith and inheritance in the one 
true God.  God continued to favor the Hebrews, which 
threatened Pharaoh’s power.  Pharaoh sent a decree to 
kill all the Hebrew baby boys who were born, and to throw 
them in the river (Ex. 1:22).

In God’s brilliant plan of deliverance, the Hebrew baby 
boy named Moses was spared from being killed when 
Pharaoh’s daughter found him in a basket in the Nile 
River.  “So she had compassion on him, and said, ‘This is 
one of the Hebrew children’” (Ex. 2:6).  

Pharaoh’s daughter decided to keep the baby but have 
him nursed by his own mother.  “And the child grew, and 
she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter and he became 
her son.  So she called his name Moses, saying,  “Because I 
drew him out of the water” (Ex. 2:10). 

Moses grew up in Pharaoh’s palace where he learned 
hieroglyphics and leadership skills.  This prepared Moses to 
be the great “deliverer” of the oppressed Hebrew people 
when he got older, and to lead the great Exodus. It also 
set Moses up to be mediator to the Tablets of Testimony 
written by the “finger of God” (Ex. 31:18).

The Tablets of Testimony, translated in Hebrew, “Luchot 
HaBrit,” means “Tablets of the Covenant,” and were 
created for the Hebrews to understand how to live and 
walk with God. It is said the Tablets were made of blue 
sapphire as a symbol of the heavens and God’s throne. 
The Hebrew letters were said to be bored fully through the 
stone (Ex. 32:15), which was a miracle, since the inner part 
of the some of the Hebrew letters “floated” in place.  

These Tablets of Testimony were the written “marriage 
contract” that solidified God’s proposal to the Hebrew 
nation. “Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice, 
and keep My Covenant, then you shall be a special treasure 
to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine.  And you 
shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation” (Ex. 
19:5,6).

NOAHNOAH

SHEMSHEM

ARPHAXADARPHAXAD

SALAHSALAH

EBEREBER

PELEGPELEG

REUREU

SERUGSERUG

NAHORNAHOR

TERAHTERAH

ABRAHAMABRAHAM

The name HEBREWHEBREW comes from 
EBEREBER.  Shem was one of Noah’s son’s 
and called “the father of all the sons 
of EBER.” (Gen. 10:21).  Therefore, 
Hebrew descendants were called 
Semites; those from the lineage of 
Shem, and the people in whom were 
blessed by Noah. (Gen.9:26).
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The Hebrews accepted God’s proposal.  “Then 
all the people answered together and said, 
“All that the Lord has spoken we will do. So 
Moses brought back the words of the people 
to the Lord” (Ex. 19:8).  Moses then went up to 
Mount Sinai, and came down with the Tablets of 
Testimony.  After spending a year there building 
the Tabernacle for the Lord to dwell in, the 
Hebrews tried to cross over into the Promised 
Land.  But their lack of faith and unbelief kept 
them in the wilderness for 40 years before 
entering in their homeland.

After Moses died, Joshua led the Hebrew 
nation (which consisted of the Tribes of Israel) 
into the Promised Land 40 years later. Under 
Joshua’s leadership, the Hebrews (also known 
as Israelites), conquered the Promised Land and 
each tribe was allotted territory. Shortly after 
Joshua’s death, the Hebrews began ignoring 
God’s Covenant guidelines, which led to a 
removal of His protection and blessing.  

In God’s mercy, He raised up judges to rule over 
the Hebrew tribes in order to lead them back 
toward His Covenant truth. But over time, the 
Hebrew tribes hardened their heart toward the 
Lord and requested a king to rule over them.  
This broke God’s heart as He was rejected as 
their King and covering, but His love never failed 
(1 Sam. 8:5-9).  He continued working through 
the Hebrew tribes to establish His Covenant 

plan on the earth, and allowed them to have an 
earthly king.

King Saul was the first king to rule over the 
Hebrew nation.  He reigned for 40 years, but his 
rebellion toward the Lord’s instruction removed 
God’s anointing upon him (1 Sam. 1:15:26).  The 
Lord then chose for Himself a man after His 
own heart, David, to govern the people and to 
establish a blueprint of the Lord’s Kingdom to 
come “on the earth as it is in heaven” when Jesus 
returns (1 Sam 16:13).  

King David reigned for 40 years, and because of 
his Godly leadership, the Hebrew nation was able 
to conquer and prosper once again.  King David 
wasn’t perfect though, and his iniquitous choices 
caused his family to suffer the consequences (2 
Sam. 12:14). But God had made an unconditional 
Covenant with David that would secure His 
throne forever and bring forth the Messianic 
Seed.  

“When your days are fulfilled and you reset 
with your fathers, I will set up your seed after 
you, who will come fro your body, and I will 
establish his kingdom.  He shall build a house for 
My name, and I will establish the throne of his 
kingdom forever” (2 Sam. 7:12,13). Because of 
this Covenant promise, the Lord’s mercy kept 
the kingship of the Davidic lineage preserved. 

David’s son, Solomon, was next to sit on the 
throne, and he reigned for 40 years as well.  His 
fame and fortune reached the ends of the earth, 
and the peace that came during his kingship 
was a result of David’s legacy (1 Kings 4:25). But 
after the reign of King Solomon, God’s judgment 
on Solomon’s rebellion to the Lord while king 
brought forth consequences that would split the 
Hebrew nation into two (1 Kings 11).  2 tribes 
stayed under Solomon’s son’s ruler ship, and 
10 tribes went under Jeroboam’s leadership.   
“And he said to Jeroboam, ‘Take for yourself ten 
pieces, for thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: 
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‘Behold, I will tear the kingdom out of the 
hand of Solomon and will give ten tribes to 
you.’” (1 Kings 11:31). 

Some people have been led to believe that 
the “Jews” represent all the “Hebrews.”  
However, this is not accurate.  After the 
split, the Jews were only part of the two-
tribe kingdom that was recognized as the 
“House of Judah,” whose ruler began with 
King Solomon’s son, Rehoboam.  The House 
of Judah, comprised of the tribe of Judah and 
Benjamin, kept Jerusalem as their capital city.  

There were 10 additional tribes, also known 
as the “Hebrews,” that are hard to identify 
today because God divorced them after the 
Assyrian captivity due to their idolatry and 
iniquitous choices (Jer. 3:8). These 10 tribes 
were known as the House of Israel, and were 
ruled by many ungodly kings, including King 
Ahab.

These two Hebrew kingdoms grew, 
multiplied, and fought each other as well 
at times. This is why we have both the books 
of Kings and Chronicles in the Bible because 
one shares from the perspective of the House 
of Israel (Kings), while the other shares from 
the perspective from the House of Judah 
(Chronicles).   

Both kingdoms rebelled against God’s 
laws depending upon the king in charge, 
and eventually, the House of Israel met 
the moment of God’s judgment when the 
Assyrians overthrew them. The House of 
Israel was destroyed, and the people were 
scattered abroad north and west. Because 
they chose idolatry and adopted so much of 
the pagan cultures, they abandoned their 
Hebrew roots that identified them as the 
Lord’s “kingdom of priests” (Ex.19:5-6). God 
allowed this since He had divorced them, and 
they quickly blended in with other nations.

The House of Judah eventually met its fate 
at the hands of the Babylonian captivity, 
and then scattered and dispersed as well.  
Even though they were more idolatrous than 
the House of Israel, God never divorced the 
House of Judah because of His unconditional 
promise of the Messianic Seed that would 
come forth from Judah (Jer. 3:10,11; Hosea 
1:4). 

“…For I will no longer have mercy on the 
House of Israel, but I will utterly take them 
away.  Yet I will have mercy on the House of 
Judah” (Hosea 1:6,7).

Few Jews went back to rebuild Jerusalem, 
but they kept the Law as prophesied in Gen. 
48:10. While in Babylonian captivity, Ezra 
and other priests preserved the scrolls and 
artifacts so that God’s prophetic word saying, 
“Judah is My lawgiver” would come to pass 
(2 Kings 24:13). Judah preserved our Hebrew 
heritage through the keeping of the Sabbaths 
and the Scrolls that had the Law (Torah) 
written and translated through time to be our 
Old Testament Bible today.

When Jesus arrived on the scene, He first 
went to His Own, which was the House 
of Judah (John 1:11). But He commanded 
the disciples to go first to the “lost sheep 
of Israel” (Matt. 10:6; 15:24; Hosea 1:10).  
These lost sheep were the 10 tribes who 
had been divorced and had scattered north 
and throughout Europe. They had lost their 
identity as the “House of Israel,” but they 
were soon to be re-introduced to the “God of 
the Hebrews.”   

 “And it shall come to pass in the place where 
it was said to them, ‘You are not My people, 
there it shall be said to them, You are sons 
of the living God.’ Then the children (House) 
of Judah and the children (House) of Israel 
shall be gathered together and appoint for 
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themselves one head (Hosea 1:11).

The Lord also prophesied that His people 
would be called by a new name (Is. 65:15) 
that was His name, which is why those who 
are now in Covenant with Him are called by 
His name, “Christ –ians,” meaning “Little 
Christ’s.”  “And the disciples were first 
called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11:26).  

The Book of Hebrew in the New Testament 
was rightly named because this is our 
heritage as descendants of Abraham in 
whom God revealed Himself and redeemed 
through the sacrifice of Jesus (Hebrews 
9:15). The Everlasting Covenant God made 
with Abraham continues on past Jesus to 
each one of us who love Him and are “His 
inheritance”(Col 1:12). 

With the gift of the Holy Spirit, the Hebrew 
“Tablets of the Covenant” are now written 
in our hearts (Hebrews 8:8-12). “Behold, the 
days are coming, says the Lord, when I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and with the house of Judah – “not according 
to the covenant that I made with their fathers 
in the day when I took them by the hand to 
lead them out of the land of Egypt; because 
they did not continue in My covenant, and I 
disregarded them, says the Lord.  

“For this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, says 
the Lord, I will put My laws in their mind and 
write them on their hearts; and I will be their 
God, and they shall be My people. None 
of them shall teach his neighbor, and none 
his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for all 
shall know Me, from the least of them to the 
greatest of them. For I will be merciful to 
their unrighteousness, and their sins and their 
lawless deeds I will remember no more.”  

In these latter days, God is opening up 
our eyes to our “Hebrew” roots so that 
the truth of our identity will help us shift 
toward becoming His Glorious Bride (Rev. 
7:4; 21:12).  In the book of Hebrews, we read 
in chapter 11 the Hebrew legacy of the heroes 
of “faith.” God then extends this legacy list 
to us today for those who accept Jesus as 
Savior.  Jesus, the Son of Man, came from a 
long lineage of Hebrews who loved the Lord 
and followed the Hebrew law as set forth in 
the “Tablets of the Covenant.” Those tablets 
came from the heart of the Father whose 
great desire is to abide with us.  This is our 
legacy and our heritage in Him.
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WHEN JESUS ARRIVED 
ON THE SCENE, HE 

COMMANDED THE DISCIPLES 
TO GO TO THE “LOST SHEEP OF 
ISRAEL.” (MATT. 10:6).  THESE 
LOST SHEEP WERE THE -TRIBES 
WHO HAD SCATTERED NORTH, 
THROUGHOUT EUROPE, AND 
LOST THEIR IDENTITY AS 
“CHILDREN OF ISRAEL.” 
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• GENESIS 1:1  
In the beginning (Firstfruits), God created the heavens and the earth.

• GENESIS 4:3-4  
In the course of time Cain brought to the Lord an offering of the fruit of the ground, and Abel also 
brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and 
his offering,

• EXODUS 22:29  
“You shall not delay to offer from the fullness of your harvest and from the outflow of your 
presses. The firstborn of your sons you shall give to me. 

• EXODUS 23:19  
“The best of the firstfruits of your ground you shall bring into the house of the Lord your God. 
“You shall not boil a young goat in its mother›s milk. 

• EXODUS 34:26  
The best of the firstfruits of your ground you shall bring to the house of the Lord your God. You 
shall not boil a young goat in its mother’s milk.” 

• LEVITICUS 2:12-16  
As an offering of firstfruits you may bring them to the Lord, but they shall not be offered on the 
altar for a pleasing aroma. You shall season all your grain offerings with salt. You shall not let the 
salt of the covenant with your God be missing from your grain offering; with all your offerings 
you shall offer salt. “If you offer a grain offering of firstfruits to the Lord, you shall offer for the grain 
offering of your firstfruits fresh ears, roasted with fire, crushed new grain. And you shall put oil on 
it and lay frankincense on it; it is a grain offering. And the priest shall burn as its memorial portion 
some of the crushed grain and some of the oil with all of its frankincense; it is a food offering to 
the Lord. 

• LEVITICUS 23:10-14  
“Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, When you come into the land that I give you and 
reap its harvest, you shall bring the sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest to the priest, and he shall 
wave the sheaf before the Lord, so that you may be accepted. On the day after the Sabbath the 
priest shall wave it. And on the day when you wave the sheaf, you shall offer a male lamb a year 
old without blemish as a burnt offering to the Lord. And the grain offering with it shall be two 
tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil, a food offering to the Lord with a pleasing aroma, 

FIRSTFRUITSSCRIPTURES...
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and the drink offering with it shall be of wine, a fourth of a hin. And you shall eat neither bread 
nor grain parched or fresh until this same day, until you have brought the offering of your God: it 
is a statute forever throughout your generations in all your dwellings.” 

• LEVITICUS 23:17  
You shall bring from your dwelling places two loaves of bread to be waved, made of two tenths of 
an ephah. They shall be of fine flour, and they shall be baked with leaven, as firstfruits to the Lord. 

• LEVITICUS 23:20  
And the priest shall wave them with the bread of the firstfruits as a wave offering before the Lord, 
with the two lambs. They shall be holy to the Lord for the priest. 

• LEVITICUS 27:30  
And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the tree, is the Lord’s.  
It is holy to the Lord.

• NUMBERS 15:20  
Of the first of your dough you shall present a loaf as a contribution; like a contribution from the 
threshing floor, so shall you present it. 

• NUMBERS 18:12  
All the best of the oil and all the best of the wine and of the grain, the firstfruits of what they give 
to the Lord, I give to you. 

• NUMBERS 18:13  
The first ripe fruits of all that is in their land, which they bring to the Lord, shall be yours. Everyone 
who is clean in your house may eat it. 

• NUMBERS 18:8  
Then the Lord spoke to Aaron, “Behold, I have given you charge of the contributions made to me, 
all the consecrated things of the people of Israel. I have given them to you as a portion and to 
your sons as a perpetual due. 

• DEUTERONOMY 26:2-4  
You shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from your land 
that the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket, and you shall go to the place 
that the Lord your God will choose, to make his name to dwell there. And you shall go to the 
priest who is in office at that time and say to him, ‘I declare today to the Lord your God that I have 
come into the land that the Lord swore to our fathers to give us.’ Then the priest shall take the 
basket from your hand and set it down before the altar of the Lord your God. 
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• DEUTERONOMY 26:12,13  
When you have finished laying aside all the tithe of your increase in the third year- the year of 
tithing- and have given it to the Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, so that they 
may eat within your gates and be filled, then you shall say before the Lord your God:  ‘ I have 
removed the holy tithe from my house, and also have given them to the Levite, the stranger, the 
fatherless, and the widow, according to all Your commandments which You have commanded 
me; I have not transgressed Your commandments, nor have I forgotten them.” 

• PROVERBS 3:9-10  
Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce; then your barns will 
be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine. 

• 2 KINGS 4:42  
A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing the man of God bread of the firstfruits, twenty loaves 
of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. And Elisha said, “Give to the men, that they may eat.” 

• 2 CHRONICLES 31:5  
As soon as the command was spread abroad, the people of Israel gave in abundance the firstfruits 
of grain, wine, oil, honey, and of all the produce of the field. And they brought in abundantly the 
tithe of everything. 

• NEHEMIAH 10:35  
We obligate ourselves to bring the firstfruits of our ground and the firstfruits of all fruit of every 
tree, year by year, to the house of the Lord; 

• NEHEMIAH 10:37  
And to bring the first of our dough, and our contributions, the fruit of every tree, the wine and the 
oil, to the priests, to the chambers of the house of our God; and to bring to the Levites the tithes 
from our ground, for it is the Levites who collect the tithes in all our towns where we labor. 

• NEHEMIAH 10:39  
For the people of Israel and the sons of Levi shall bring the contribution of grain, wine, and oil to 
the chambers, where the vessels of the sanctuary are, as well as the priests who minister, and the 
gatekeepers and the singers. We will not neglect the house of our God.

• JEREMIAH 2:3  
Israel was holy to the Lord, the firstfruits of his harvest. All who ate of it incurred guilt; disaster 
came upon them, declares the Lord.

• • 



 138 FIRSTFRUITS

• EZEKIEL 44:30  
And the first of all the firstfruits of all kinds, and every offering of all kinds from all your offerings, 
shall belong to the priests. You shall also give to the priests the first of your dough, that a blessing 
may rest on your house. 

• MALACHI 3:10  
Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me 
to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down 
for you a blessing until there is no more need. 

• MATTHEW 6:33  
But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to 
you. 

• ROMANS 8:23  
And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly 
as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 

• ROMANS 8:29  
For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 
order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 

• ROMANS 11:16  
If the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, so is the whole lump, and if the root is holy, so are the 
branches. 

• 1 CORINTHIANS 15:20  
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

• 1 CORINTHIANS 15:23  
But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 

• 2 CORINTHIANS 9:7 
Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver. 

• 2 THESSALONIANS 2:13  
But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the Lord, because God 
chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth. 



FIRSTFRUITS  139FIRSTFRUITS  139

• HEBREWS 7:1,2  
For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met Abraham returning 
from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, to whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all, 
first being translated, “king of righteousness,” and then also king of Salem, meaning “king of peace.”

• HEBREWS 7:4  
Now consider how great this man was, to whom even the patriarch Abraham gave a tenth of the 
spoils.

• JAMES 1:18  
Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of 
his creatures. 

• REVELATION 14:1-20  
Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him 144,000 who had his 
name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads. And I heard a voice from heaven like the 
roar of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder. The voice I heard was like the sound of 
harpists playing on their harps, and they were singing a new song before the throne and before 
the four living creatures and before the elders. No one could learn that song except the 144,000 
who had been redeemed from the earth. It is these who have not defiled themselves with 
women, for they are virgins. It is these who follow the Lamb wherever he goes. These have been 
redeemed from mankind as firstfruits for God and the Lamb, and in their mouth no lie was found, 
for they are blameless. ...   

• REVELATION 14:4  
It is these who have not defiled themselves with women, for they are virgins. It is these who 
follow the Lamb wherever he goes. These have been redeemed from mankind as firstfruits for 
God and the Lamb, 

• REVELATION 20:1-15  
Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the bottomless pit 
and a great chain. And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and 
bound him for a thousand years, and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, 
so that he might not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were ended. After 
that he must be released for a little while. Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those 
to whom the authority to judge was committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had been 
beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the word of God, and those who had not worshiped 
the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came 
to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. The rest of the dead did not come to life until 
the thousand years were ended. This is the first resurrection... 
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YOURCIRCLEOFLOVE...
A Poem by Athena Koester
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Your circle of love
Circle of love laced with gold
the middle is where we stand

In Unity
Hand in hand

brightly shining
like the gemstones

Adorning the 12 tribes of Israel
trees planted by streams

Streams of blue
Cleansed and renewed

By the washing of the water
Of Your Word

Bearing fruit in each season
Without fail

Our leaves never wither
Prosperity is in all we do

Pearls of great price
Upon the solid rock we stand

Your word tightly griped in our hands
Sharper than any two edged sword

Mightily we hold
With arms stretched out

We seize this land
gathering the sand

the soles of mankind
triumphantly marching

in procession
orderly mobilizing

we take possession
authority and power
all glory to you God

our mighty father King
shouting Holy, Holy, Holy

the Lord God Almighty
who was 

Who is
who is to come

Yes. Your promise is true
In Revelations

the earthly story ends
the door standing open 

through the Heavenly gates
victoriously we parade

Come, Lord Jesus, Come.
In your circle of love
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“I AM THE TRUE VINE, AND MY FATHER IS THE VINEDRESSER.

EVERY BRANCH IN ME THAT DOES NOT BEAR FRUIT HE TAKES 
AWAY, AND EVERY BRANCH THAT BEARS FRUIT HE PRUNES, 
THAT IT MAY BEAR MORE FRUIT.

YOU ARE ALREADY CLEAN BECAUSE OF THE WORD, WHICH I 
HAVE SPOKEN TO YOU.

ABIDE IN ME, AND I IN YOU.  AS THE BRANCH CANNOT BEAR 
FRUIT OF ITSELF, UNLESS IT ABIDES IN THE VINE, NEITHER CAN 
YOU, UNLESS YOU ABIDE IN ME.

I AM THE VINE, YOU ARE THE BRANCHES.  HE WHO ABIDES IN 
ME, AND I IN HIM, BEAR MUCH FRUIT; FOR WITHOUT ME YOU 
CAN DO NOTHING.

IF ANYONE DOES NOT ABIDE IN ME, HE IS CAST OUT AS A 
BRANCH AND IS WITHERED; AND THEY GATHER THEM AND 
THROW THEM INTO THE FIRE, AND THEY ARE BURNED.

IF YOU ABIDE IN ME, AND MY WORDS ABIDE IN YOU, YOU WILL 
ASK WHAT YOU DESIRE, AND IT SHALL BE DONE FOR YOU.

BY THIS MY FATHER IS GLORIFIED THAT YOU BEAR MUCH FRUIT; 
SO YOU WILL BE MY DISCIPLES.
AS THE FATHER LOVED ME, I ALSO HAVE LOVED YOU; ABIDE IN 
MY LOVE.

“FIRSTFRUITS” 100-FOLD RETURN BLUEPRINT
JOHN 15:1-17
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IF YOU KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS, YOU WILL ABIDE IN MY 
LOVE, JUST AS I HAVE KEPT MY FATHER’S COMMANDMENTS 
AND ABIDE IN HIS LOVE.

THESE THINGS I HAVE SPOKEN TO YOU, THAT MY JOY MAY 
REMAIN IN YOU, AND THAT YOUR JOY MAY BE FULL.

THIS IS MY COMMANDMENT, THAT YOU LOVE ONE ANOTHER 
AS I HAVE LOVED YOU.

GREATER LOVE HAS NO ONE THAN THIS, THAN TO LAY DOWN 
ONE’S LIFE FOR HIS FRIENDS.

YOU ARE MY FRIENDS IF YOU DO WHATEVER I COMMAND YOU.

NO LONGER DO I CALL YOU SERVANTS, FOR A SERVANT DOES 
NOT KNOW WHAT HIS MASTER IS DOING; BUT I HAVE CALLED 
YOU FRIENDS FOR ALL THINGS THAT I HEARD FROM MY 
FATHER I HAVE MADE KNOWN TO YOU.

YOU DID NOT CHOOSE ME, BUT I CHOSE YOU AND APPOINTED 
YOU THAT YOU SHOULD GO AND BEAR FRUIT AND THAT YOUR 
FRUIT SHOULD REMAIN, THAT WHATEVER YOU ASK THE FATHER 
IN MY NAME, HE MAY GIVE YOU.  THESE THINGS I COMMAND 
YOU, THAT YOU LOVE ONE ANOTHER.”
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